10 photos that changed the world

10 photos that changed the world. Throughout history, photography has served as a potent
medium for storytelling, evoking emotions, and documenting critical moments that define humanity.
Some images possess the extraordinary ability to transcend their time and place, altering
perceptions and inspiring action. In this article, we will explore ten iconic photographs that not only
captured pivotal moments but also changed the course of history.

1. The Raising of the Flag on Iwo Jima

Context and Impact

Captured by Joe Rosenthal in 1945, this iconic photograph depicts U.S. Marines raising the
American flag on Mount Suribachi during World War II. The image quickly became a symbol of
American patriotism and resilience. It was used to promote war bonds, raising significant funds for
the war effort. The photograph also played a crucial role in shaping the national narrative around
the war, emphasizing heroism and sacrifice.

Why It Matters

The photograph has since become a part of American cultural heritage, inspiring numerous
memorials, including the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Virginia. It serves as a reminder
of the sacrifices made during wartime and has fostered a sense of unity among Americans.

2. The Falling Man

Context and Emotion

Captured by Richard Drew on September 11, 2001, this haunting image shows a man falling from
the North Tower of the World Trade Center during the terrorist attacks. The photograph
encapsulates the chaos and horror of that tragic day, evoking deep emotions and prompting
discussions about the human experience in the face of disaster.

Why It Matters

The Falling Man serves as a poignant reminder of the individual tragedies that occurred on 9/11. It
challenges viewers to confront the reality of loss and the complex narratives surrounding the event.
This image has been the subject of extensive analysis in discussions about the ethics of
photojournalism and the representation of trauma.



3. Lunch atop a Skyscraper

Context and Historical Significance

Taken in 1932 by Charles C. Ebbets, this photograph depicts eleven construction workers having
lunch while seated on a steel beam high above New York City. The image captures the audacity of
the American spirit during the Great Depression, showcasing the determination of workers who
were building the skyline of a new era.

Why It Matters

This photograph has become an enduring symbol of American labor and resilience. It highlights the
risks faced by construction workers and has inspired conversations about worker rights and safety.
The image also represents a transformative period in American history, reflecting the ambition of a
nation striving for progress.

4. The Napalm Girl

Context and Confrontation

Captured by Nick Ut in 1972 during the Vietnam War, this photograph shows a young girl, Phan Thi
Kim Phuc, running away from a napalm attack, her skin severely burned. The image shocked the
world and brought the brutal realities of the Vietnam War into public consciousness.

Why It Matters

The Napalm Girl became a powerful anti-war symbol, influencing public opinion and policy
regarding the United States’ involvement in Vietnam. It is often credited with changing the
perception of the war from a distant conflict to a humanitarian crisis, prompting widespread protests
and calls for peace.

5. Earthrise

Context and Perspective

Taken by astronaut William Anders during the Apollo 8 mission in 1968, Earthrise shows the Earth
rising over the lunar horizon. This image offered a new perspective on our planet, highlighting its
fragility and beauty amidst the vastness of space.



Why It Matters

Earthrise is often considered one of the most influential environmental photographs. It sparked the
modern environmental movement, leading to increased awareness about the necessity of protecting
our planet. The image serves as a reminder of our shared responsibility toward Earth and its
preservation.

6. The Vulture and the Little Girl

Context and Impact

Captured by Kevin Carter in 1993, this photograph depicts a vulture waiting near a malnourished
child in Sudan. The image stirred global outrage and highlighted the devastating effects of famine in
Africa.

Why It Matters

The photograph raised awareness about humanitarian crises and the need for international aid. It
won the Pulitzer Prize for Spot News Photography, prompting discussions about the ethics of
photojournalism and the responsibility of photographers to their subjects.

7. The Kiss of Life

Context and Emotion

Captured by Rocco Morabito in 1967, this photograph shows a lineman performing mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation on a colleague who had been electrocuted. The image embodies the themes of
sacrifice, courage, and the human spirit.

Why It Matters

The Kiss of Life became a symbol of dedication and heroism in the workplace. It serves as a
reminder of the dangers faced by workers in high-risk jobs and the importance of safety measures.
This photograph humanizes the often-overlooked stories of everyday heroes.

8. Tank Man



Context and Defiance

Captured during the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989, this photograph shows an unknown man
standing in front of a column of tanks. The image became a global symbol of resistance against
oppression and the fight for democracy.

Why It Matters

Tank Man represents the struggle for freedom and human rights. The photograph has inspired
countless movements for democracy and social justice worldwide, serving as a reminder of the
power of individual action in the face of tyranny.

9. The Blue Marble

Context and Significance

Taken by the Apollo 17 mission in 1972, The Blue Marble is one of the most famous photographs of
Earth from space. It captures the planet in its entirety, showcasing its beauty and vulnerability.

Why It Matters

This image has become an iconic representation of Earth, fostering a sense of global unity and
environmental awareness. It has been used in various campaigns to promote sustainability and
protect our planet, reminding us of our shared home.

10. The Migrant Mother

Context and Resilience

Captured by Dorothea Lange in 1936, this photograph shows a destitute mother with her children
during the Great Depression. The image encapsulates the struggle and determination of those
affected by economic hardship.

Why It Matters

The Migrant Mother became an enduring symbol of resilience and human dignity. It helped to
humanize the economic plight of many Americans during the Great Depression, prompting
government action and social support programs.



Conclusion

The 10 photos that changed the world serve as powerful reminders of the moments that have
shaped our understanding of humanity, culture, and society. Each image tells a story that resonates
across generations, inspiring change and reflection. As we continue to navigate an ever-evolving
world, these photographs remind us of the profound impact that a single image can have on our
collective consciousness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some iconic photos that have shaped public
perception of war?

Images such as 'Napalm Girl' from the Vietnam War and the 'Falling Man' from 9/11 have profoundly
influenced how we view conflict and its human cost.

How did the photograph of Earth from space impact
environmental awareness?

The 'Blue Marble' photo taken in 1972 showcased Earth as a fragile, interconnected system,
sparking a global environmental movement and a deeper appreciation for our planet.

What role did photography play in the civil rights movement?

Images like the 'Freedom Riders' and the Birmingham protests brought the struggles of the civil
rights movement into living rooms across America, garnering sympathy and support for the cause.

Which photograph is considered pivotal in changing attitudes
towards LGBTQ+ rights?

The photograph of the Stonewall riots in 1969 captured the fight for LGBTQ+ rights, symbolizing
resilience and the birth of the modern LGBTQ+ movement.

How has social media influenced the impact of powerful
photographs?

Social media platforms have amplified the reach of impactful images, allowing photos like 'Black
Lives Matter' protests to mobilize global movements and raise awareness instantly.

What is the significance of the ‘'Tank Man' photo from
Tiananmen Square?

The 'Tank Man' photo symbolizes individual courage against oppressive regimes, becoming an
enduring icon of resistance and the fight for democracy.



How did the photograph of the first atomic bomb explosion
alter public perception of nuclear power?

The haunting image of the mushroom cloud from the Trinity test in 1945 shocked the world, leading
to a widespread debate about the morality and dangers of nuclear weapons.

What is the impact of the 'Migrant Mother' photo on public
policy?

Dorothea Lange's 'Migrant Mother' during the Great Depression humanized the plight of
impoverished families, influencing government policies and social welfare programs.
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