100 facts about william shakespeare

William Shakespeare is often regarded as one of the greatest playwrights and poets in the
English language. His works have not only shaped literature but have also influenced the
cultural landscape of the world. From his complex characters to his intricate plots,
Shakespeare's legacy is vast and continues to inspire generations. In this article, we will
explore 100 fascinating facts about William Shakespeare, covering everything from his life
and works to his impact on language and culture.

Early Life and Background

1. Birth: William Shakespeare was born on April 23, 1564, in Stratford-upon-Avon,
England.

2. Parents: His father, John Shakespeare, was a successful glover and his mother, Mary
Arden, came from a wealthy farming family.

3. Education: Shakespeare likely attended the King's New School in Stratford, where he
would have studied Latin, grammar, and literature.

4. Marriage: At the age of 18, he married Anne Hathaway, who was 26 and pregnant at
the time.

5. Children: Shakespeare and Anne had three children: Susanna, and twins Hamnet and
Judith.

6. Lost Years: Between 1585 and 1592, there are no records of Shakespeare's life, leading
to speculation about his activities during this period.

7. Theatrical Beginnings: Shakespeare moved to London in the late 1580s, where he began
his career in the theater.

Shakespeare's Works

Plays

8. Genres: Shakespeare wrote 39 plays, which can be categorized into three genres:
tragedies, comedies, and histories.

9. Tragedies: Some of his most famous tragedies include "Hamlet," "Othello," "King Lear,"
and "Macbeth."

10. Comedies: His comedic works include "A Midsummer Night's Dream," "Twelfth Night,"
and "As You Like It."

11. Histories: His history plays, like "Henry V" and "Richard III," depict the lives of English
kings.

12. Collaborations: Shakespeare occasionally collaborated with other playwrights,
including John Fletcher and George Peele.



Poetry

13. Sonnets: Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets, which explore themes of love, beauty, time,
and mortality.

14. Venus and Adonis: His first published poem was "Venus and Adonis," which was
dedicated to the Earl of Southampton.

15. The Rape of Lucrece: Another notable poem, "The Rape of Lucrece," was also
dedicated to Southampton.

Language and Style

16. Innovative Language: Shakespeare is credited with inventing over 1,700 words in the
English language.

17. Phrases: Many common phrases, such as "break the ice" and "heart of gold,"
originated from his works.

18. lambic Pentameter: His plays are predominantly written in iambic pentameter, a
rhythmic pattern that mimics natural speech.

19. Blank Verse: Shakespeare often used blank verse, which is unrhymed iambic
pentameter, allowing for expressive and flexible language.

20. Metaphors and Imagery: His use of vivid imagery and metaphors has made his writing
rich and evocative.

The Globe Theatre

21. Construction: The Globe Theatre was built in 1599 by Shakespeare's playing company,
the Lord Chamberlain's Men.

22. Location: It was located on the south bank of the Thames River in London.

23. Structure: The Globe was a circular structure with an open roof and could hold around
3,000 spectators.

24. Performances: Shakespeare's plays were performed at the Globe, making it one of the

most famous theaters of the time.

25. Destruction: The original Globe Theatre was destroyed by fire in 1613 but was rebuilt

in 1614.

Shakespeare's Legacy

26. Cultural Impact: His works have been translated into every major language and are
performed more often than those of any other playwright.

27. Influence on Literature: Shakespeare's storytelling techniques have influenced
countless writers and playwrights throughout history.

28. Film Adaptations: Many of his plays have been adapted into films, including modern
interpretations and retellings.

29. Shakespeare Festivals: Numerous festivals celebrate his works, such as the Stratford



Festival in Canada and the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in the U.S.
30. Scholarly Study: Shakespeare's texts are extensively studied in schools and
universities worldwide, making him a central figure in literary studies.

Controversies and Theories

31. Authorship Question: There is an ongoing debate about whether Shakespeare actually
wrote all the plays attributed to him, with various theories proposing alternative authors.
32. Earl of Oxford: Some theorists suggest that Edward de Vere, the Earl of Oxford, was
the true author of Shakespeare's works.

33. Social Class: Shakespeare's background as the son of a glover has led to discussions
about class and education in relation to his literary genius.

34. Feminist Critique: Scholars have analyzed the portrayal of women in Shakespeare's
plays, often highlighting themes of gender and power.

35. Political Commentary: His works often reflect the political climate of his time,
providing insight into issues such as monarchy, power, and rebellion.

Personal Life

36. Death: Shakespeare died on April 23, 1616, in Stratford-upon-Avon.

37. Burial: He was buried in the chancel of Holy Trinity Church in Stratford.

38. Will: In his will, Shakespeare famously left his second-best bed to his wife, which has
been a point of speculation regarding their relationship.

39. Wealth: By the time of his death, Shakespeare had become a wealthy man, owning
several properties, including the largest house in Stratford.

40. Family Tragedy: His only son, Hamnet, died at the age of 11, which is believed to have
influenced some of his later works.

Shakespeare's Influence on Modern Culture

41. Educational Systems: Shakespeare's plays are a staple in educational curriculums
around the world, fostering a love for literature.

42. Theater Arts: His works continue to be performed in theaters globally, showcasing
their timeless relevance.

43. Popular Culture: References to Shakespeare can be found in movies, music, and
literature, demonstrating his pervasive influence.

44. Merchandising: Shakespeare-themed merchandise, from books to apparel, remains
popular today.

45. Quotes: Many of Shakespeare's quotes have entered common usage, such as "All the
world's a stage" and "To be, or not to be."



Fun Facts

46. Astrological Sign: Shakespeare was born under the sign of Taurus.

47. Theatrical Rival: His contemporary, Christopher Marlowe, was also a prominent
playwright of the time.

48. No Original Manuscripts: No original manuscripts of his plays exist; most of his works
survive in published quartos.

49. The First Folio: In 1623, a collection of his plays was published posthumously, known
as the First Folio.

50. Second Best Bed: The bequest of his second-best bed to his wife has prompted much
speculation about their marriage.

51. Theatrical Innovations: Shakespeare is credited with introducing complex characters
and psychological depth to theater.

52. Theatrical Roles: During his lifetime, men played all roles in Shakespeare's plays,
including female characters.

53. Ghosts and Supernatural: Many of his plays feature ghosts and supernatural elements,
reflecting the Elizabethan fascination with the unknown.

54. Historical Influence: Shakespeare often drew inspiration from historical events and
figures, blending fact with fiction.

55. Nature and Language: His works often reflect a deep appreciation for nature, using it
as a backdrop for human emotion.

Quotes and Sayings

56. Famous Lines: Shakespeare's works are filled with memorable lines, such as "The
course of true love never did run smooth."

57. Impact on English: His use of language has helped shape modern English, influencing
grammar and vocabulary.

58. Proverbs: Many proverbs we use today, such as "The better part of Valour, is
Discretion," originated from his writings.

59. Literary Devices: He was a master of literary devices, including puns, alliteration, and
foreshadowing.

60. Historical Significance: Shakespeare's ability to capture the human experience
through his writing has made him an enduring figure in literature.

Conclusion

William Shakespeare's life and works have left an indelible mark on literature, language,
and culture. From his humble beginnings to his rise as a literary giant, Shakespeare's
journey is a testament to the power of creativity and expression. His ability to explore the
complexities of the human condition continues to resonate with audiences today, ensuring
that his legacy will endure for centuries to come. Whether through his plays, sonnets, or
influence on the English language



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most notable plays written by
William Shakespeare?

Some of the most notable plays include 'Hamlet', 'Macbeth', 'Romeo and Juliet’, 'Othello’,
and 'A Midsummer Night's Dream'.

How did William Shakespeare's works influence the
English language?

Shakespeare is credited with coining many words and phrases still used today, such as
'‘break the ice', 'heart of gold', and 'wild-goose chase'.

What is the historical context of Shakespeare's life and
works?

Shakespeare lived during the Elizabethan era, a time of great cultural flourishing in
England, and his works reflect the political and social dynamics of the time.

How many sonnets did Shakespeare write, and what
themes do they explore?

Shakespeare wrote 154 sonnets that explore themes such as love, beauty, time, and
mortality.

What was the relationship between Shakespeare and the
Globe Theatre?

Shakespeare was a co-owner of the Globe Theatre, where many of his plays were
performed, and it became a central venue for his works.

Did Shakespeare write any poems, and if so, what are
they?

Yes, in addition to his plays, Shakespeare wrote several narrative poems, including 'Venus
and Adonis' and 'The Rape of Lucrece'.

What legacy did William Shakespeare leave behind?

Shakespeare's legacy includes his profound impact on literature, his influence on the
English language, and his works that continue to be performed and studied worldwide.
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