
100 photographs that changed the world
list
100 photographs that changed the world have the power to transcend time and
space, capturing moments that define human experience, culture, and history.
These images serve as powerful narratives that convey emotions, provoke
thoughts, and inspire action. Photographs can ignite social movements,
document atrocities, and celebrate beauty, becoming symbols of broader themes
that echo through the ages. The following exploration will delve into some of
the most impactful photographs, detailing their significance and the stories
they tell.

Understanding the Power of Photography

Photography is not just about capturing a moment; it is about telling a
story. The best photographs resonate with viewers, evoking a myriad of
emotions that can inspire change or reflect on the human condition.
Photographs have the unique ability to:

- Preserve history
- Convey complex ideas simply
- Generate empathy
- Document social issues
- Inspire movements and change

These elements combine to create a profound impact on society, making certain
photographs iconic representations of their time.

List of 100 Photographs that Changed the World

While it is challenging to narrow down the vast array of impactful
photographs to just 100, the following list showcases images that have
significantly influenced public perception, policy, and culture. Each
photograph has a unique story and context, highlighting its importance in the
narrative of humanity.

1. The Falling Man (2001)
Captured during the September 11 attacks, this haunting image of a man
falling from the World Trade Center represents the human cost of tragedy and
has become a symbol of loss.



2. Lunch atop a Skyscraper (1932)
This iconic image of construction workers eating lunch on a beam high above
New York City epitomizes the spirit of American resilience during the Great
Depression.

3. The Afghan Girl (1985)
Photographed by Steve McCurry, this image of a young Afghan refugee became a
symbol of the plight of refugees worldwide, gracing the cover of National
Geographic.

4. Rosa Parks on the Bus (1956)
This photograph of Parks’ arrest for refusing to give up her seat on a
segregated bus became a crucial moment in the Civil Rights Movement.

5. Earthrise (1968)
Taken by astronaut William Anders during the Apollo 8 mission, this
photograph of Earth rising over the Moon changed the way humanity viewed its
home planet.

6. Migrant Mother (1936)
Dorothea Lange’s powerful image of a destitute mother during the Great
Depression highlights the struggles of American families in crisis.

7. V-J Day in Times Square (1945)
Alfred Eisenstaedt's photograph of a sailor kissing a nurse on Victory over
Japan Day captures the euphoria that followed the end of World War II.

8. Tank Man (1989)
This iconic photograph from the Tiananmen Square protests shows a lone man
standing in front of a row of tanks, symbolizing the fight for democracy in
China.

9. The Burning Monk (1963)
This shocking image of a Buddhist monk self-immolating in protest against the
Vietnam War became a powerful symbol of the conflict and its repercussions.



10. The Hindenburg Disaster (1937)
The catastrophic explosion of the Hindenburg airship was captured in a
chilling photograph that highlighted the dangers of air travel.

11. The Kent State Shooting (1970)
This photograph of a student shot during a protest against the Vietnam War
became an emblem of the anti-war movement.

12. The Blue Marble (1972)
This image of Earth taken from Apollo 17 is one of the most reproduced
photographs in history, representing the fragility of our planet.

13. The Kiss (2005)
This photograph by Philippe Halsman of Salvador Dalí and a model kissing is a
surreal representation of love and artistry.

14. The Face of AIDS (1985)
This poignant photograph of a young boy suffering from AIDS brought attention
to the epidemic and the stigma surrounding it.

15. The Syrian Refugee Crisis (2015)
Photographs of Syrian refugees, such as the image of Alan Kurdi, a drowned
toddler, highlighted the urgent humanitarian crisis and the plight of
refugees.

16. The Civil Rights March on Washington (1963)
This powerful image shows thousands of people gathered to demand civil
rights, capturing the essence of the movement's energy.

17. The First Moon Landing (1969)
Neil Armstrong’s image of stepping onto the lunar surface became a symbol of
human achievement and exploration.

18. The Black Power Salute (1968)
Tommy Smith and John Carlos’ raised fists during the Olympic medal ceremony



became a global symbol of protest against racial injustice.

19. The Great Depression (1930s)
Numerous photographs from this era depict the struggles of everyday
Americans, serving as a stark reminder of economic hardship.

20. The Challenger Disaster (1986)
Images of the Challenger explosion became synonymous with the risks of space
exploration and the fragility of human life.

21. The Vietnam War (1960s-1970s)
Photographs from this conflict, particularly those showing the impact on
civilians, played a crucial role in shaping public opinion against the war.

22. Barack Obama’s Election Night (2008)
The exuberance captured in this photograph of a crowd celebrating Obama’s
election as the first African American president marked a significant moment
in American history.

23. The Berlin Wall Falls (1989)
Images of people celebrating the fall of the Berlin Wall symbolize the end of
the Cold War and the triumph of freedom over oppression.

24. The Suffragette Movement (1910s)
Photographs of women marching for the right to vote captured the spirit of a
vital social movement for gender equality.

25. The First Photograph of a Person (1838)
Louis Daguerre’s image of a Paris street includes a person, marking the
beginning of portrait photography.

26. The Rwandan Genocide (1994)
Images from this tragic event serve as a reminder of the horrors of ethnic
violence and the need for humanitarian intervention.



27. The Space Shuttle Explosion (1986)
Photographs of the Challenger disaster highlighted the risks of space travel
and the courage of astronauts.

28. The End of Apartheid (1994)
Images of Nelson Mandela celebrating his release from prison marked a pivotal
moment in South Africa’s history.

29. The 1969 Woodstock Festival
This iconic music festival is represented by numerous photographs that
symbolize the counterculture movement of the 1960s.

30. The Vietnam War Protests (1960s-1970s)
Photographs of protests against the Vietnam War captured the spirit of
dissent and the anti-war movement.

31. The Civil Rights Movement (1950s-1960s)
Numerous photographs from this era depict protests, marches, and significant
figures, highlighting the struggle for racial equality.

32. The Kent State University Shooting (1970)
Photographs of the protests and subsequent shootings became a powerful symbol
of the anti-war movement.

33. The Great Migration (1916-1970)
Photographs documenting African Americans migrating from the rural South to
urban areas in search of better opportunities reflect significant demographic
changes.

34. The 9/11 Attacks (2001)
Numerous photographs of the World Trade Center attacks serve as a reminder of
loss and resilience in the face of terror.

35. The Holocaust (1940s)
Photographs documenting the atrocities of the Holocaust serve as a grim



reminder of the consequences of hatred and intolerance.

36. The 1989 Tiananmen Square Protests
Images from these protests symbolize the struggle for democracy and human
rights in China.

37. The 1970 Earth Day Celebrations
Photographs from the first Earth Day highlight the growing environmental
movement and awareness.

38. The Occupy Wall Street Movement (2011)
Images from this movement highlighted issues of economic inequality and
corporate influence in politics.

39. The Arab Spring (2010s)
Photographs from protests across the Middle East captured the spirit of
revolution and the fight for democracy.

40. The Black Lives Matter Movement (2013-Present)
Images from protests against racial injustice have become symbolic of the
ongoing struggle for equality.

41. The Women's March (2017)
Photographs from this global event highlight the fight for women's rights and
social justice.

42. The Me Too Movement (2017-Present)
Images of survivors speaking out against sexual harassment and assault have
raised awareness and ignited a global conversation.

43. The Glasgow Climate Pact (2021)
Photographs from climate change protests and conferences underscore the
urgency of addressing environmental issues.



44. The COVID-19 Pandemic (2020-Present)

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the '100 Photographs That Changed the World'
list?
The '100 Photographs That Changed the World' list is a compilation of
influential photographs that have had a significant impact on society,
culture, and history, showcasing moments that altered perceptions and sparked
change.

Who created the '100 Photographs That Changed the
World' list?
The list was curated by the editors of TIME magazine, aiming to highlight
iconic images that shaped public consciousness.

What criteria were used to select the photographs in
the list?
Photographs were selected based on their historical significance, emotional
impact, and ability to provoke thought or action, often capturing pivotal
moments in time.

Can you name a few iconic photographs included in
the list?
Some notable photographs include 'Lunch atop a Skyscraper,' 'The Falling
Man,' and 'Tank Man' from Tiananmen Square.

How has the impact of these photographs evolved over
time?
The impact of these photographs has evolved as they continue to resonate with
new generations, often being reinterpreted in the context of contemporary
social and political issues.

Are there any controversies surrounding the
photographs on the list?
Yes, some photographs have sparked debates regarding ethics, representation,
and the photographer's intent, highlighting the complexities of visual
storytelling.



What role do social media and technology play in the
spread of these influential photographs today?
Social media and technology have significantly amplified the reach of these
photographs, allowing them to be shared widely and instantly, often leading
to renewed discussions and movements.

How can one access the '100 Photographs That Changed
the World' list?
The list can typically be accessed through TIME magazine's website or in
special publications that feature the curated collection.
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