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around the country

100 questions every first-time home buyer should ask is an essential guide for anyone embarking on the
journey of purchasing their first home. The process can be overwhelming, fraught with unfamiliar
terminology, complex procedures, and significant financial commitments. To navigate this landscape
successfully, it's crucial to arm yourself with the right questions and expert insights. Below, we present a
comprehensive list of 100 questions, divided into various categories, along with answers and advice from

top brokers across the country.

Understanding Your Finances

When considering a home purchase, the first step is to evaluate your financial situation. Here are some

questions that can help clarify your budget and financing options.

1. What is my budget for a home?

- Broker Insight: Your budget should include not just the purchase price but also closing costs, moving
expenses, and ongoing maintenance. A top broker suggests calculating a maximum price based on your

monthly income, debt obligations, and savings.

2. How much can I afford for a down payment?

- Broker Insight: Generally, a down payment ranges from 3% to 20% of the home price. It's crucial to assess

your savings and consider various loan options that may allow for lower down payments.

3. What type of mortgage is best for me?

- Broker Insight: Fixed-rate mortgages are stable, while adjustable-rate mortgages can offer lower initial
payments. Your choice should depend on your financial stability and how long you plan to stay in the

home.



4. What are closing costs, and how much should I expect to pay?

- Broker Insight: Closing costs typically range from 2% to 5% of the home purchase price. They can include

loan fees, title insurance, and escrow fees.

5. Should I get pre-approved for a mortgage?

- Broker Insight: Yes, pre-approval gives you a better understanding of your budget and shows sellers you

are a serious buyer.

Finding the Right Property

Once your finances are in order, the next step involves searching for the right property. These questions

will help you identify what you need and want in a home.

6. What type of home fits my lifestyle?

- Broker Insight: Consider whether you need a single-family home, townhouse, or condo. Each comes with

different maintenance responsibilities and community rules.

7. What neighborhoods should I consider?

- Broker Insight: Research neighborhoods based on your priorities such as schools, safety, amenities, and

commute times. Visiting at different times can provide a better feel for the area.

8. How important are schools in my home search?

- Broker Insight: If you have children or plan to in the future, school districts can significantly impact your

home’s resale value and your family's quality of life.

9. What features do I want in my home?

- Broker Insight: Create a list of must-haves versus nice-to-haves. This can include the number of

bedrooms, yard size, or specific amenities like a garage or pool.



10. Should I consider new construction vs. an existing home?

- Broker Insight: New constructions often come with modern amenities but can lack character. Existing

homes may require more repairs but could provide more charm and established neighborhoods.

Working with Real Estate Agents

Finding a good real estate agent is vital to your home-buying experience. The following questions can help

you choose the right professional to guide you.

11. How do I choose the right real estate agent?

- Broker Insight: Look for someone with experience in your desired area, good reviews, and a

communication style that matches yours.

12. What is your commission structure?

- Broker Insight: Most agents work on commission, typically around 5% to 6% of the sale price, split

between the buyer's and seller's agents. Clarify any additional fees upfront.

13. How many buyers have you worked with in my price range?

- Broker Insight: An agent familiar with your price range can provide insights and find properties that fit

your criteria more effectively.

14. What is your strategy for finding me a home?

- Broker Insight: A good agent should have a comprehensive plan that includes online listings, networking,

and possibly off-market opportunities.

15. Can you provide references from past clients?

- Broker Insight: Speaking to past clients can give you a sense of the agent’s communication style,

effectiveness, and reliability.



Home Inspection and Appraisal

Before finalizing your purchase, it's essential to conduct a thorough inspection and appraisal. These

questions will help you understand this critical process.

16. Should I get a home inspection?

- Broker Insight: Absolutely. A home inspection can reveal hidden issues that could cost you thousands in

repairs.

17. How do I choose a home inspector?

- Broker Insight: Look for certified inspectors with good reviews. Your agent can also provide

recommendations based on their experience.

18. What happens if the inspection uncovers issues?

- Broker Insight: You can negotiate repairs, request credits, or in some cases, walk away from the deal if

major issues are discovered.

19. What is an appraisal, and why is it necessary?

- Broker Insight: An appraisal determines the home’s market value for the lender. It ensures you are not

overpaying for the property.

20. Can I contest a low appraisal?

- Broker Insight: Yes, you can provide additional comparable sales data or request a second appraisal if you

believe the initial one is inaccurate.

Making an Offer

Once you find a property that meets your needs, making a competitive offer is crucial. Here are some

questions to guide you through this stage.



21. How do I determine the right offer price?

- Broker Insight: Analyzing recent sales in the area and considering the home’s condition can help you

formulate a competitive offer.

22. What contingencies should I include in my offer?

- Broker Insight: Common contingencies include financing, inspection, and appraisal contingencies, which

protect you during the buying process.

23. How long should I make my offer valid?

- Broker Insight: A common timeframe is 24 to 48 hours. This gives the seller time to consider without

dragging out the process.

24. What happens after I make an offer?

- Broker Insight: The seller can accept, reject, or counter your offer. If they counter, you can negotiate

until both parties reach an agreement.

25. Should I include an escalation clause?

- Broker Insight: In competitive markets, an escalation clause can automatically increase your offer in

increments if other bids come in higher, up to a specified limit.

Closing the Deal

Once your offer is accepted, it’s time to close the deal. Here are important questions to consider during this

final stage.

26. What should I expect at closing?

- Broker Insight: Closing involves signing paperwork, paying closing costs, and transferring ownership.

Everyone involved will review and sign documents.



27. How long does the closing process typically take?

- Broker Insight: The closing process usually takes 30 to 60 days, depending on the type of loan and the

specifics of the transaction.

28. What documents do I need to bring to closing?

- Broker Insight: You will need identification, proof of homeowners insurance, and any required

documentation related to your mortgage approval.

29. What happens if I miss the closing date?

- Broker Insight: Missing the closing date can lead to penalties or the loss of your earnest money deposit.

Communication with your agent can help avoid this.

30. How do I handle post-closing issues?

- Broker Insight: After closing, keep in contact with your agent for any issues or questions that arise. They

can guide you through post-purchase challenges.

Post-Purchase Considerations

After you’ve closed on your home, there are still important questions to consider for maintaining your

investment.

31. What should I know about home maintenance?

- Broker Insight: Regular maintenance is key to preserving your home’s value. Create a schedule for

seasonal tasks like HVAC servicing, gutter cleaning, and lawn care.

32. Should I consider a home warranty?

- Broker Insight: A home warranty can provide peace of mind by covering repairs for major systems and

appliances. Evaluate whether this is worth the investment for you.



33. How do I set up utilities and services?

- Broker Insight: Contact local utility companies to set up electricity, water, gas, internet, and cable services

before moving in.

34. What should I do if I need to sell my home in the future?

- Broker Insight: Keep your home in good condition and stay informed about market trends. When you’re

ready to sell, consult a trusted real estate agent.

35. How can I

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common mistakes first-time home buyers make?

Common mistakes include not getting pre-approved for a mortgage,
skipping the home inspection, and underestimating total costs including

insurance, taxes, and maintenance.

How can I determine how much I can afford to spend on a home?

You can use a mortgage calculator to estimate monthly payments based
on your income, debts, and down payment. Also, getting pre-approved

by a lender can give you a clearer picture of your budget.

‘What should I look for during a home inspection?



Pay attention to the roof, plumbing, electrical systems, foundation, and
any signs of pest infestations or mold. Hiring a qualified inspector can help
identify potential issues that may not be visible.

How important is the location when buying a home?

Location is crucial as it affects property value, resale potential, and your
overall quality of life. Consider proximity to work, schools, amenities, and
the safety of the neighborhood.

What type of mortgage is best for first-time buyers?

FHA loans are popular for first-time buyers due to lower down payment
requirements. Conventional loans may also be suitable if you have a

higher credit score and can afford a larger down payment.

How do I choose the right real estate agent?

Look for an agent with experience in your target area, positive reviews,
and a good understanding of your needs. It's important to feel comfortable

and confident in their expertise.

What are closing costs and how much should I expect to pay?

Closing costs include fees for appraisal, title insurance, and attorney



services, typically ranging from 2% to 5% of the purchase price. It's

important to budget for these costs in addition to your down payment.
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