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1177 bc the year civilization collapsed eric h cline is a seminal work that explores one of the most significant
periods in ancient history—the Late Bronze Age collapse. This catastrophic event led to the downfall of
several major civilizations around the Eastern Mediterranean, including the Mycenaeans, Hittites, and Egyptians.
Eric H. Cline’s comprehensive research delves into the complex factors that contributed to this widespread
collapse, combining archaeological evidence, historical records, and scientific data. The book sheds light on the
interconnectedness of ancient societies and how a combination of natural disasters, invasions, and economic
turmoil triggered a chain reaction of destruction. This article will examine the key themes of Cline’s work, the
historical context of 1177 BC, and the lasting impact of this collapse on subsequent civilizations. Readers
will gain a deeper understanding of the multifaceted causes and consequences of this pivotal moment in history.
Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this article.

The Historical Context of 1177 BC

Eric H. Cline’s Analysis of the Late Bronze Age Collapse

Causes Behind the Civilization Collapse

The Role of the Sea Peoples

Archaeological Evidence Supporting the Collapse

Long-Term Effects on Ancient Societies

The Historical Context of 1177 BC

The year 1177 BC marks a critical turning point in ancient history, representing the approximate date when a
widespread collapse of numerous advanced civilizations occurred. This period, known as the Late Bronze Age,
was characterized by flourishing trade networks, powerful kingdoms, and complex political alliances across
the Eastern Mediterranean. Civilizations such as the Mycenaean Greeks, the Hittites of Anatolia, the Egyptian
New Kingdom, and various city-states in the Levant coexisted in a delicate balance of power. However, by the
end of this era, many of these societies faced sudden destruction or severe decline.

Geopolitical Landscape Before the Collapse

Before the collapse, the Late Bronze Age world was highly interconnected through trade, diplomacy, and
warfare. Major powers communicated using diplomatic correspondence, such as the Amarna letters, and
maintained economic relationships involving luxury goods, raw materials, and military support. The balance of
power was maintained through alliances and vassal states, creating a complex web of interdependency. This
interconnected system, however, proved vulnerable to disruption.

Significance of 1177 BC in Ancient Chronology

The date 1177 BC is often used by historians as a symbolic marker for the collapse because it aligns with the
destruction layers found in archaeological sites and references in ancient texts. While some events occurred
slightly before or after this date, it represents a consolidated timeframe during which these widespread



societal failures became apparent. Eric H. Cline’s research highlights that understanding this period requires
examining multiple simultaneous crises rather than a single cause.

Eric H. Cline’s Analysis of the Late Bronze Age Collapse

Eric H. Cline’s book, 1177 BC: The Year Civilization Collapsed, presents a detailed and multidisciplinary
investigation into the causes and effects of this major historical event. He synthesizes archaeological findings,
ancient records, and modern scientific methods to propose a comprehensive explanation for the collapse. Cline
argues against simplistic theories and emphasizes the complexity of interconnected failures.

Interdisciplinary Approach

Cline integrates data from archaeology, climatology, anthropology, and history to provide a holistic view
of the collapse. He incorporates evidence such as carbon dating, pollen analysis, and written records to
reconstruct the environmental and social conditions leading up to and following 1177 BC. This approach
allows for a nuanced understanding of how natural and human factors combined to destabilize ancient
civilizations.

Debunking Single-Cause Theories

Contrary to earlier theories that attributed the collapse to a single event, such as invasions by the Sea
Peoples or natural disasters alone, Cline presents a multifactorial model. He contends that no singular cause
was responsible; rather, it was the interaction of multiple stressors that led to systemic failure across the
region. This perspective has reshaped scholarly discourse on Late Bronze Age history.

Causes Behind the Civilization Collapse

The collapse of civilizations around 1177 BC was the result of a convergence of several disruptive factors
that overwhelmed the resilience of Late Bronze Age societies. These causes can be categorized into
environmental, social, economic, and military challenges.

Environmental Stress and Climate Change

Evidence suggests that prolonged droughts and climate instability severely impacted agricultural production,
leading to food shortages and population displacement. The reduction in resources strained political systems
and exacerbated internal conflicts. Paleoenvironmental studies support the theory that environmental
degradation played a significant role in weakening these societies.

Invasions and Warfare

Increased raids and invasions by groups such as the Sea Peoples destabilized established powers. These external
threats disrupted trade routes, destroyed cities, and caused widespread insecurity. The resulting military
conflicts drained resources and contributed to the collapse of centralized authority in many regions.



Economic Decline and Trade Disruptions

The complex trade networks that had sustained the Late Bronze Age civilizations began to falter.
Interruptions in the supply of critical goods like tin and copper, essential for bronze production, weakened
economies. The loss of trade income diminished the ability of states to maintain armies and bureaucracies,
accelerating political disintegration.

Environmental challenges including drought and famine

Invasions by external groups such as the Sea Peoples

Breakdown of international trade networks

Internal rebellions and political instability

Technological shifts and resource depletion

The Role of the Sea Peoples

The Sea Peoples are often cited as one of the primary agents responsible for the destruction witnessed around
1177 BC. These mysterious maritime groups launched raids and invasions that devastated several coastal
cities and contributed to the destabilization of the Late Bronze Age world.

Identity and Origins

The exact origins of the Sea Peoples remain debated among scholars. Various ancient records, including
Egyptian inscriptions, describe them as a confederation of different groups from the Aegean, Anatolia, and
possibly the central Mediterranean. Their sudden appearance and aggressive campaigns disrupted the balance of
power in the region.

Impact on Regional Powers

The Sea Peoples attacked key centers such as Ugarit, the Hittite capital Hattusa, and parts of Egypt’s
eastern Mediterranean coast. Their invasions contributed to the destruction or abandonment of many urban
centers. While they were not the sole cause of the collapse, their role exacerbated existing vulnerabilities in
these societies.

Archaeological Evidence Supporting the Collapse

Archaeological excavations have uncovered extensive evidence of widespread destruction and societal
upheaval dating to around 1177 BC. These findings corroborate historical accounts and scientific data,
providing tangible proof of the collapse.



Destruction Layers at Key Sites

Many ancient cities reveal destruction layers characterized by burned buildings, collapsed fortifications, and
sudden abandonment. Sites such as Troy, Mycenae, and Ugarit show signs of violent destruction consistent
with warfare and invasion during this period. These layers help date the timing and nature of the collapse.

Discontinuity in Material Culture

Following the collapse, there is a noticeable decline in the complexity and quality of pottery, architecture,
and administrative artifacts. The loss of literacy and centralized record-keeping marks a significant cultural
regression in many affected regions. This archaeological evidence highlights the profound impact on societal
structures.

Long-Term Effects on Ancient Societies

The aftermath of the collapse around 1177 BC had profound and lasting implications for the development of
civilizations in the Eastern Mediterranean and beyond. The disruption reshaped political boundaries, cultural
practices, and technological advancements.

Transition to the Iron Age

The Late Bronze Age collapse paved the way for the Iron Age, as societies adapted to new technologies and
social structures. The decline of bronze production due to resource shortages encouraged the development and
spread of iron metallurgy, which ultimately transformed economies and warfare.

Emergence of New Political Entities

In the power vacuum left by fallen empires, smaller kingdoms and city-states emerged. This period saw the rise of
groups such as the Philistines and the eventual formation of new political landscapes, including the early
Israelite states. The collapse thus set the stage for significant cultural and historical developments in the
region.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main subject of Eric H. Cline's book '1177 BC: The Year
Civilization Collapsed'?

Eric H. Cline's book '1177 BC: The Year Civilization Collapsed' explores the causes and effects of the
widespread collapse of several ancient civilizations around 1177 BC, focusing on the Late Bronze Age
collapse.



Which civilizations does Eric H. Cline discuss in '1177 BC: The Year
Civilization Collapsed'?

In the book, Cline discusses civilizations such as the Mycenaeans, Hittites, Egyptians, Cypriots, and various
city-states in the Eastern Mediterranean that experienced collapse during the Late Bronze Age.

What are some of the reasons Eric H. Cline gives for the collapse of
civilizations in 1177 BC?

Cline attributes the collapse to a combination of factors including natural disasters, invasions by the Sea
Peoples, internal rebellions, economic troubles, and climate change, illustrating a 'perfect storm' scenario.

How does Eric H. Cline use archaeological evidence in '1177 BC: The Year
Civilization Collapsed'?

Cline uses archaeological findings, ancient texts, and historical records to piece together the events leading
to the collapse, providing a multidisciplinary approach to understanding this period.

What significance does the year 1177 BC hold according to Eric H. Cline's
research?

According to Cline, 1177 BC marks a pivotal year when the interconnected Late Bronze Age civilizations
experienced a systemic collapse that reshaped the ancient world and led to a 'Dark Age'.

Does Eric H. Cline's '1177 BC' suggest that the collapse was sudden or
gradual?

Cline argues that the collapse was a complex and somewhat gradual process resulting from multiple
interrelated crises rather than a single catastrophic event.

How has Eric H. Cline's '1177 BC: The Year Civilization Collapsed'
contributed to the understanding of ancient history?

The book has provided a comprehensive and accessible synthesis of Late Bronze Age collapse research,
highlighting the interconnectedness of ancient societies and influencing both academic and popular perspectives
on the period.

Additional Resources
1. The Collapse of the Bronze Age: The Story of 1177 BC by Eric H. Cline
This book explores the dramatic and complex collapse of the Late Bronze Age civilizations around 1177 BC.
Eric H. Cline synthesizes archaeological findings and ancient texts to unravel the interconnected societies that
fell during this turbulent period. The book offers insights into the causes of the collapse, including natural
disasters, invasions, and economic decline, making it an essential read for understanding one of history's
greatest mysteries.

2. The End of the Bronze Age: Changes in Warfare and the Catastrophe 1200 BC by Robert Drews
Drews analyzes the military and political upheavals that contributed to the Bronze Age collapse. He
emphasizes the role of new weapon technologies and shifting warfare tactics that destabilized established
powers. The book provides a detailed examination of how these transformations precipitated widespread
societal breakdowns.



3. 1177 BC: The Year Civilization Collapsed by Eric H. Cline
A landmark book that delves into the interconnected civilizations of the Late Bronze Age and their sudden
collapse. Cline combines archaeological evidence with historical records to present a compelling narrative of
how multiple factors—climate change, invasions, and systemic failures—led to the end of an era. The work
highlights the fragility of complex societies and the lessons they offer for today.

4. The Sea Peoples and Their World: A Reassessment by Eliezer D. Oren
This book investigates the enigmatic Sea Peoples, who are often implicated in the Bronze Age collapse. Oren
reassesses archaeological and textual evidence to better understand their origins, movements, and impacts on
Eastern Mediterranean civilizations. The study sheds light on one of the most debated contributors to the
collapse around 1177 BC.

5. The Late Bronze Age Crisis and the Collapse of the Mycenaean World by John Bennet
Focusing on the Mycenaean civilization, Bennet explores the internal and external pressures that led to its
downfall. The book examines economic shifts, social upheaval, and external threats that culminated in the
collapse. It provides a detailed look at one of the key cultures affected during the broader Bronze Age crisis.

6. Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture by William W. Hallo and William Kelly Simpson
This comprehensive volume covers the history and culture of the ancient Near East, including the Late Bronze
Age collapse. The work offers context for the political, economic, and social conditions leading up to and
following 1177 BC. It serves as a foundational resource for understanding the broader environment in which
the collapse occurred.

7. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed by Jared Diamond
While not exclusively about 1177 BC, Diamond’s book examines multiple historical collapses, including the
Bronze Age, to identify common patterns. Through comparative analysis, he highlights environmental, economic,
and social factors that can drive civilizations to collapse. This broader perspective helps readers understand
the significance of the 1177 BC event within global history.

8. Archaeology and the Sea Peoples: A Re-examination by Ann E. Killebrew
Killebrew provides an archaeological perspective on the Sea Peoples and their role in the Late Bronze Age
collapse. The book compiles recent discoveries and offers new interpretations of their impact on Mediterranean
societies. It is a valuable resource for understanding one of the pivotal elements of the 1177 BC collapse
narrative.

9. The Dark Age of Greece: An Archaeological Survey of the Eleventh to the Eighth Centuries BC by Anthony
Snodgrass
This book surveys the aftermath of the Bronze Age collapse, focusing on the Greek world’s transition into the
so-called Dark Ages. Snodgrass examines the archaeological record to trace cultural and societal changes
following the 1177 BC crisis. The work provides insight into how civilizations adapt and transform after
collapse.
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