1917 movie guide answers

1917 movie guide answers can be a valuable resource for those looking to understand
the intricacies of the film directed by Sam Mendes. Released in 2019, "1917" is a war
drama set during World War I, noted for its unique cinematography that gives the
appearance of being filmed in a single continuous shot. This guide will explore the film's
plot, themes, characters, and technical achievements while also addressing common
guestions viewers may have.

Overview of the Film

"1917" follows two British soldiers, Lance Corporals Schofield and Blake, as they embark on
a perilous mission to deliver a message that could save 1,600 soldiers from walking into a
trap during a German offensive. The film is inspired by stories told to Mendes by his
grandfather, who served in the war.

Plot Summary

The film opens with a serene landscape of the Western Front, quickly juxtaposed with the
chaos of war. The two protagonists, Schofield and Blake, are ordered to deliver a critical
message to Colonel Mackenzie, who is leading a battalion into a dangerous situation.

Key Plot Points

1. The Mission: Blake and Schofield are tasked with crossing enemy lines to deliver a
message.

2. Obstacles: The journey is filled with peril, including enemy soldiers, treacherous terrain,
and the constant threat of death.

3. Discovery: As they progress, they uncover the horrors of war and the sacrifices made by
soldiers.

4. Climax: The urgency of their mission escalates as they race against time to save their
comrades.

5. Resolution: The film culminates in an emotional and tense climax, highlighting the futility
of war and the bonds formed between soldiers.

Thematic Elements

"1917" is rich in themes that resonate with the viewer long after the credits roll.



Key Themes

- Courage and Sacrifice: The film explores the bravery required to face danger and the
sacrifices made by soldiers for their comrades.

- The Brutality of War: Mendes does not shy away from depicting the harsh realities of
battle, emphasizing the chaos and randomness of death.

- Friendship and Brotherhood: The relationship between Schofield and Blake serves as a
focal point, demonstrating the strength of human connections amidst adversity.

- Time and Urgency: The film’s real-time approach heightens the tension and illustrates the
fleeting nature of life and opportunities.

Technical Achievements

One of the standout features of "1917" is its innovative cinematography, helmed by Roger
Deakins. The film is designed to look as though it was shot in one continuous take,
immersing viewers in the journey of the protagonists.

Cinematography and Visual Style

- Single-Take lllusion: The film employs clever editing techniques to create the illusion of a
single continuous shot, which enhances the immersive experience.

- Lighting and Color: Deakins utilizes natural lighting to create a realistic atmosphere,
transitioning from bright daylight to the shadows of war-torn landscapes.

- Camera Movement: The fluid movement of the camera follows the characters closely,
allowing viewers to experience the tension and urgency of their mission firsthand.

Sound Design and Score

The sound design of "1917" plays a crucial role in building tension and immersing the
audience in the war environment.

- Diegetic Sound: The film features realistic sounds of battle, such as gunfire, explosions,
and the ambient noise of the environment.

- Score: The haunting score by Thomas Newman complements the visuals, enhancing
emotional moments and underscoring the gravity of the soldiers’ journey.

Character Analysis

The film’s characters are pivotal in conveying its themes and emotional depth.



Main Characters

- Lance Corporal Schofield (George MacKay): A resourceful and resilient soldier, Schofield
epitomizes the struggle for survival and the weight of responsibility.

- Lance Corporal Blake (Dean-Charles Chapman): Blake is driven by a personal motive to
save his brother, adding emotional stakes to their mission.

Supporting Characters

- Colonel Mackenzie (Benedict Cumberbatch): A commanding officer who represents the
military hierarchy and the urgency of the mission.

- Various Soldiers: Throughout their journey, Schofield and Blake encounter other soldiers
who embody the diverse experiences of those in wartime.

Common Questions about "1917"

As viewers engage with "1917," they often have questions about its production, themes,
and historical context. Here are some common inquiries:

1. Is "1917" based on a true story?

While the characters and events are fictional, the film is inspired by real accounts from
World War |, particularly stories told by Mendes’ grandfather.

2. How was the film shot to appear as one continuous
take?

The filmmakers used a combination of long takes, precise choreography, and hidden cuts to
create the illusion of a single continuous shot. This required meticulous planning and
rehearsals.

3. What awards did "1917" receive?

"1917" received numerous accolades, including Academy Awards for Best Cinematography
and Best Visual Effects, and was nominated for several others, including Best Picture.

4. What is the significance of the film's ending?



The ending underscores the themes of sacrifice and the harsh realities of war, leaving
viewers with a poignant reflection on the cost of conflict.

Conclusion

"1917" is more than just a visually stunning film; it is a profound exploration of war,
sacrifice, and humanity. The immersive experience crafted by Mendes and his team invites
viewers to reflect on the realities faced by soldiers during World War I. With its innovative
cinematography and emotionally charged storytelling, "1917" stands as a landmark in
modern cinema, offering both entertainment and a sobering reminder of the past. Whether
you are a film enthusiast or simply curious about its themes and production, this guide
provides a comprehensive resource for understanding the depth and artistry behind "1917."

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of the movie '1917'?

The movie '1917' follows two British soldiers during World War | who are tasked with
delivering a message to save a battalion from walking into a trap.

Who directed the film '1917'?
The film '1917' was directed by Sam Mendes.

What unique filming technique is used in '1917'?

The film is known for its continuous shot technique, which creates the illusion that the
entire movie is filmed in one continuous take.

Who are the main characters in '1917'?

The main characters in '1917' are Lance Corporals Blake and Schofield, played by Dean-
Charles Chapman and George MacKay, respectively.

What historical event does '1917' depict?

The film is set during World War | and depicts the harrowing experiences of soldiers in the
trenches.

How did '1917' perform at the Academy Awards?

The film won three Academy Awards, including Best Cinematography for Roger Deakins.



What is the significance of the film's title '1917'?

The title '1917' refers to the year when the film's events take place, a pivotal time during
World War 1.

What themes are explored in '1917'?

'1917' explores themes of bravery, sacrifice, the horrors of war, and the urgency of
communication in life-and-death situations.
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