1966 comet falcon fairlane and mustang
shop manual

1966 Comet Falcon Fairlane and Mustang Shop Manual is an invaluable resource
for classic car enthusiasts and mechanics alike. This manual serves as a
comprehensive guide to maintaining, repairing, and restoring some of the most
iconic vehicles from the Ford lineup during the mid-1960s. The 1966 model
year marked an important period in automotive history, where innovation met
style, and this manual provides detailed information on the Comet, Falcon,
Fairlane, and Mustang models. In this article, we will explore the contents
of this shop manual, its significance, and how it has become an essential
tool for both restoration and maintenance.

Overview of the 1966 Models

The 1966 Comet, Falcon, Fairlane, and Mustang represent a blend of
performance, design, and practicality. Each model has its unique
characteristics, but they share a common heritage of Ford's engineering
excellence.

1966 Ford Mustang

The Ford Mustang, often celebrated as the guintessential American muscle car,
gained immense popularity in 1966. With its sleek design and powerful engine
options, the Mustang captured the hearts of car enthusiasts.

- Engine Options:

— 200 cubic inch inline-six

- 289 cubic inch V8 (offered in both 2-barrel and 4-barrel configurations)

— Transmission Choices:

— 3-speed manual

— 4-speed manual

- 3-speed automatic

— Performance: The Mustang's performance was enhanced by options like the GT
package, which included features such as dual exhaust, front disc brakes, and
upgraded suspension.

1966 Ford Falcon

The Falcon was known for its compact size and efficient performance. It
catered to a different market segment, focusing on affordability and
practicality.

- Engine Options:

— 170 cubic inch inline-six
- 260 cubic inch V8

— Body Styles:

- Two—-door sedan

- Four-door sedan

- Station wagon



— Notable Features: The Falcon provided comfort with optional features like
power steering and air conditioning, making it a popular choice for families.

1966 Ford Fairlane

The Fairlane was a mid-sized car that offered a balance of performance and
comfort, appealing to a wide range of consumers.

- Engine Options:

- 289 cubic inch V8

- 390 cubic inch V8 (available in the Fairlane 500)

- Body Styles:

- Two—-door hardtop

— Four—-door sedan

- Convertible

— Performance Features: The Fairlane was often praised for its smooth ride
and handling, making it a favorite for those who sought both style and
comfort.

1966 Mercury Comet

The Mercury Comet was essentially a rebadged version of the Ford Falcon,
providing a unique twist on a classic design.

- Engine Options:

— 200 cubic inch inline-six

- 260 cubic inch V8

- Body Styles:

- Two—door coupe

— Four-door sedan

- Convertible

— Distinctive Features: The Comet offered a slightly more luxurious interior
compared to its Ford counterparts, catering to a more upscale market.

Importance of the Shop Manual

The 1966 Comet Falcon Fairlane and Mustang Shop Manual is crucial for anyone
looking to maintain or restore these vintage vehicles. Here are some key
reasons why this manual is invaluable:

— Comprehensive Coverage: The manual includes detailed specifications, repair
procedures, and maintenance schedules for all models, making it a one-stop
resource.

— Illustrations and Diagrams: It is filled with diagrams and illustrations
that help in understanding complex systems, making repairs easier.

— Troubleshooting Guides: The manual includes troubleshooting sections that
help identify common issues and their solutions.

— Parts Information: It provides information on part numbers, making it
easier to source the right components for repairs or restorations.



Key Sections of the Shop Manual

The shop manual is structured into several key sections, each focusing on
different aspects of the vehicles.

1. Engine Repair and Specifications

This section provides detailed information about the engine types,
specifications, and repair procedures.

- Engine Overhaul Procedures: Step-by-step instructions on how to
disassemble, inspect, and reassemble engines.
— Specifications: Torque settings, clearances, and other critical
measurements necessary for engine maintenance.

2. Electrical Systems

This section covers the electrical systems, including wiring diagrams and
troubleshooting tips.

— Wiring Diagrams: Detailed schematics that help in understanding the
vehicle's electrical system layout.

— Component Testing: Procedures for testing components such as starters,
alternators, and batteries.

3. Drivetrain and Transmission

The drivetrain section covers the transmission, driveshaft, and differential.

- Transmission Service: Instructions on how to service and rebuild both
manual and automatic transmissions.

— Differential Maintenance: Guidelines for maintaining and servicing rear
axles and differentials.

4. Suspension and Steering

This section outlines the suspension components and steering systems for the
vehicles.

— Suspension Setup: Detailed instructions on how to adjust and align the
suspension for optimal performance.

- Steering System Maintenance: Guidance on maintaining manual and power
steering systems.

5. Body and Interior Repair

The manual also includes sections on bodywork and interior repairs.



— Body Repair Techniques: Instructions on how to repair dents, rust, and
other bodywork issues.

— Interior Restoration: Tips for restoring upholstery, dashboards, and other
interior components.

Using the Shop Manual Effectively

To maximize the benefits of the 1966 Comet Falcon Fairlane and Mustang Shop
Manual, consider the following tips:

— Familiarize Yourself with the Manual: Before starting any project, take the
time to read through the manual to understand its layout and the information
it contains.

- Follow Safety Guidelines: Always prioritize safety when working on
vehicles. Use appropriate tools and wear safety gear.

— Document Your Work: Keep a log of repairs and maintenance performed,
including dates and any parts replaced. This can be useful for future
reference.

- Join a Community: Consider joining online forums or local clubs dedicated
to classic Fords. Sharing experiences and knowledge can be incredibly
beneficial.

Conclusion

The 1966 Comet Falcon Fairlane and Mustang Shop Manual is more than just a
book; it is a gateway to understanding and preserving a significant piece of
automotive history. Whether you are a seasoned mechanic or a novice
enthusiast, this manual equips you with the knowledge and skills needed to
maintain these classic vehicles. By mastering the contents of the shop
manual, you can ensure that these iconic cars continue to thrive on the roads
for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 1966 Comet, Falcon,
Fairlane, and Mustang shop manual?

The 1966 shop manual is significant because it provides detailed repair and
maintenance information for these classic Ford models, helping enthusiasts
and mechanics restore and maintain these vehicles accurately.

Where can I find a digital copy of the 1966 Ford shop
manual?
Digital copies of the 1966 Ford shop manual can often be found on automotive

forums, eBay, or websites that specialize in vintage car manuals. Some
libraries may also offer digital access to such resources.



What types of information are included in the 1966
Mustang shop manual?
The 1966 Mustang shop manual includes specifications, troubleshooting guides,

wiring diagrams, maintenance schedules, and step-by-step repair procedures
for various components of the wvehicle.

Are there any major differences between the shop
manuals for the 1966 Comet, Falcon, Fairlane, and
Mustang?

While there are some differences in specifications and components due to the
unique designs of each model, many repair procedures and maintenance

guidelines are similar across the 1966 Comet, Falcon, Fairlane, and Mustang
shop manuals.

How can I use the 1966 shop manual to restore a
classic vehicle?

You can use the 1966 shop manual to restore a classic vehicle by following
its detailed repair instructions, using the specifications for parts
replacement, and referring to the diagrams for assembly and troubleshooting
issues.

Is the 1966 Ford shop manual suitable for beginners
in automotive repair?

Yes, the 1966 Ford shop manual is suitable for beginners as it often includes
clear instructions and illustrations, making it easier for novice mechanics
to understand and perform basic repairs and maintenance tasks.
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