
2 minute monologue from newsies the
musical
2 minute monologue from Newsies the Musical is a pivotal moment in the show,
encapsulating the struggles and aspirations of its young characters. The musical, inspired
by the real-life Newsboys Strike of 1899 in New York City, captures the essence of resilience
and determination in the face of adversity. One of the most memorable aspects of
"Newsies" is its powerful monologues, which convey deep emotions and drive the narrative
forward. This article delves into a specific 2-minute monologue from the musical, exploring
its context, themes, and significance within the story.

Context of Newsies the Musical

Before diving into the specifics of the monologue, it’s crucial to understand the broader
context of "Newsies." The musical, with music by Alan Menken and lyrics by Jack Feldman,
premiered in 2011 and was adapted from the 1992 Disney film. It tells the story of a group
of impoverished newsboys in New York City who unite to fight against unfair labor practices
imposed by newspaper publishers.

The Setting

The story is set in the late 19th century, a time when child labor was rampant, and the
working conditions for young boys were harsh. The newsies, who sell newspapers on the
streets, are portrayed as resourceful and spirited, yet they face exploitation from powerful
publishers. The monologue serves as a reflection of their plight and their yearning for
justice.

Character Focus

The monologue is often delivered by Jack Kelly, the charismatic leader of the newsies. Jack
embodies the hopes and dreams of his fellow newsboys, and his words resonate with their
collective struggle. Through his passionate delivery, he articulates their desire for a better
life and the courage to stand up against oppression.

Breakdown of the Monologue

The 2-minute monologue is a powerful soliloquy that captures Jack's emotions and
motivations. Here’s a breakdown of its key elements:



Opening Lines

The monologue typically begins with Jack reflecting on the harsh realities of their lives. He
might describe the early morning hours when the newsies rise to sell papers, emphasizing
the exhaustion and struggle they face daily. This sets the tone for the rest of the
monologue, establishing a sense of urgency and desperation.

- Example Lines:
- "We wake up before the sun, and our day starts with a fight."
- "Every day, we scrape by, but we deserve more than this."

Desire for Change

As the monologue progresses, Jack expresses a longing for change. He highlights the
injustices faced by the newsies, including low wages and harsh working conditions. This
section serves to rally the audience and the other characters, showcasing Jack’s leadership
qualities.

- Key Themes:
- Unity: Jack emphasizes the importance of standing together as a group.
- Hope: Despite the bleak circumstances, his words inspire hope for a better future.

Call to Action

A significant part of the monologue is the call to action. Jack encourages his fellow newsies
to rise up against their oppressors, urging them to believe in their power. His passionate
rhetoric serves as a catalyst for the movement that unfolds throughout the musical.

- Powerful Phrases:
- "We are more than just boys selling papers. We are a force to be reckoned with!"
- "If we stand together, we can change our fate!"

Emotional Appeal

The emotional weight of the monologue is palpable. Jack’s vulnerability shines through as
he reveals his fears and aspirations. He might share personal anecdotes or dreams of a
better life, making his struggle relatable to the audience.

- Personal Touches:
- "I dream of a day when I can paint my own future, not just survive."
- "I want to be more than just a newsie; I want to be seen."



Thematic Analysis

The 2-minute monologue is rich with themes that resonate not only within the context of
the musical but also in broader societal discussions.

Social Justice

At its core, the monologue addresses social justice issues. It highlights the exploitation of
child laborers and the need for reform. Jack’s words serve as a powerful reminder of the
importance of fighting for one’s rights, a theme that remains relevant today.

Brotherhood and Solidarity

Another theme is the value of brotherhood and solidarity. Jack's call to action emphasizes
the strength that comes from unity. The newsies, who come from diverse backgrounds, find
common ground in their shared struggles, showcasing the power of collective action.

Hope and Resilience

Ultimately, the monologue is a beacon of hope. Jack’s passionate plea instills a sense of
resilience among the newsies, encouraging them to dream of a better life despite their
current hardships. This theme of hope is central to the musical’s narrative arc.

Significance within the Musical

The 2-minute monologue is not just a standalone moment; it plays a crucial role in the
overall narrative of "Newsies." Its significance can be analyzed from multiple angles.

Character Development

This monologue is pivotal for Jack's character development. It showcases his growth from a
carefree boy to a determined leader willing to fight for his peers. The audience witnesses
his transformation, making his journey more impactful.

Plot Advancement

The monologue serves as a turning point in the story. It mobilizes the newsies and sets the
stage for the events that follow, including their strike against the newspaper publishers.



This moment is crucial for advancing the plot and building tension.

Emotional Connection with the Audience

The raw emotion conveyed in Jack’s monologue fosters a deep connection with the
audience. It invites viewers to empathize with the characters and reflect on their own
experiences with injustice and resilience. This emotional engagement is a hallmark of
successful musical theater.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the 2 minute monologue from Newsies the Musical is a powerful and
transformative moment that encapsulates the spirit of the show. Through Jack Kelly’s
passionate words, the audience is drawn into the struggles of the newsies, experiencing
their hopes, fears, and determination. The themes of social justice, unity, and resilience
resonate deeply, making this monologue a crucial element of the narrative. As the newsies
rally together, they embody the spirit of change, inspiring both themselves and the
audience to believe in the power of standing up for what is right. This monologue not only
enhances the character development within the musical but also leaves a lasting impact on
viewers, encouraging them to reflect on their own roles in the fight for justice. "Newsies"
remains a timeless reminder of the importance of fighting for one's rights and the strength
found in solidarity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes expressed in the 2-minute
monologue from 'Newsies' the Musical?
The main themes include the struggle for justice, the fight against oppression, and the
importance of unity among workers. The monologue captures the resilience of the
newsboys as they rally for their rights.

Who delivers the 2-minute monologue in 'Newsies' and
what is its emotional impact?
The monologue is typically delivered by the character Jack Kelly. Its emotional impact lies in
its passionate call to action, inspiring both the characters and the audience to stand up for
their rights and fight against injustice.

How does the monologue reflect the historical context



of the Newsies?
The monologue reflects the historical context of child labor and the economic struggles
faced by young workers in the late 19th century. It highlights the exploitation of newsboys
and their fight against unfair practices by newspaper publishers.

What literary devices are used in the 2-minute
monologue from 'Newsies'?
The monologue employs various literary devices such as repetition for emphasis, vivid
imagery to evoke emotion, and rhetorical questions to engage the audience and provoke
thought about social justice.

How does the monologue contribute to character
development in 'Newsies'?
The monologue serves as a pivotal moment for Jack Kelly's character, showcasing his
leadership qualities and deepening his commitment to the cause. It reveals his internal
struggles and motivations, making him a more relatable and dynamic character.
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