
2004 acura tl manual transmission
2004 Acura TL manual transmission enthusiasts often find themselves caught between the allure
of a luxury sedan and the engaging experience of a manual gearbox. The 2004 Acura TL, known for
its performance, comfort, and high-quality build, was a standout model in the early 2000s. This article
will explore the features, performance, and overall appeal of the 2004 Acura TL with a manual
transmission, along with maintenance tips, ownership experiences, and reasons why it remains a
desirable vehicle for driving purists today.

Overview of the 2004 Acura TL

The 2004 Acura TL represents the third generation of this popular luxury sedan. With its sleek design,
powerful engine options, and an array of technological advancements, the TL quickly became a
favorite among drivers who sought both comfort and sportiness. The 2004 model was available with
two engine configurations: a 3.2-liter V6 and a more robust 3.5-liter V6, with the latter being exclusive
to the more performance-oriented Type-S variant.

Specifications of the 2004 Acura TL Manual Transmission

One of the key features that set the 2004 Acura TL apart from its contemporaries was the availability
of a manual transmission. Here are some specifications that highlight the manual transmission model:

- Engine: 3.2-liter V6 with 270 horsepower and 238 lb-ft of torque
- Transmission: 6-speed manual transmission (available in Type-S trim)
- 0-60 mph: Approximately 6.0 seconds
- Fuel Efficiency: EPA-rated 20 mpg city / 29 mpg highway
- Drive Type: Front-wheel drive

The manual transmission offered a direct connection between the driver and the vehicle, allowing for
a more engaging driving experience.

Performance and Handling

The 2004 Acura TL with a manual transmission is renowned for its exceptional performance and
handling characteristics. The combination of a powerful engine and a well-engineered manual
gearbox results in a driving experience that is both thrilling and responsive.

Acceleration and Speed

The 3.2-liter V6 engine provides ample power, allowing the TL to accelerate smoothly and quickly.
With the manual transmission, drivers have greater control over gear selection, enabling them to



extract maximum performance during spirited driving. Key aspects of performance include:

- Responsive Acceleration: The manual transmission allows for quick shifts, providing drivers with the
ability to maintain high RPMs for better acceleration.
- High Top Speed: The TL can reach a top speed of approximately 130 mph, making it competitive for
its class.
- Engine Sound: The V6 engine produces a satisfying growl, especially when revved, adding to the
overall driving experience.

Handling and Steering

The 2004 Acura TL features a well-tuned suspension system that balances comfort and sportiness.
Key handling characteristics include:

- Front-Wheel Drive: The front-wheel-drive configuration enhances traction and stability, particularly in
inclement weather conditions.
- Steering Feel: The steering is precise and provides good feedback, allowing drivers to confidently
navigate through curves and corners.
- Braking Performance: Equipped with ventilated disc brakes, the TL offers strong stopping power,
further enhancing driver confidence.

Interior Comfort and Features

The interior of the 2004 Acura TL is designed with luxury and comfort in mind. The cabin features
high-quality materials and a range of technological amenities that make it an inviting space for both
drivers and passengers.

Seating and Space

- Seating Capacity: The TL comfortably seats five passengers, with ample legroom and headroom for
both front and rear occupants.
- Leather Upholstery: High-quality leather upholstery is standard in the TL, adding a touch of luxury to
the driving experience.
- Adjustable Seats: The front seats are power-adjustable, allowing drivers to find their optimal driving
position.

Technology and Entertainment

The 2004 Acura TL was ahead of its time in terms of technology and infotainment features:

- Premium Sound System: The TL comes equipped with a high-quality sound system, including a 6-
disc CD changer and optional navigation system.
- Bluetooth Connectivity: Though limited by today’s standards, the TL offered Bluetooth capabilities



for hands-free calling.
- Climate Control: Dual-zone automatic climate control ensures that all passengers can enjoy a
comfortable environment.

Maintenance and Common Issues

Owning a 2004 Acura TL with a manual transmission can be a rewarding experience, but like any
vehicle, it requires regular maintenance to keep it running smoothly.

Routine Maintenance Tips

To ensure the longevity of your TL, consider the following maintenance tips:

1. Regular Oil Changes: Change the engine oil every 5,000-7,500 miles, depending on driving
conditions. Use high-quality synthetic oil for optimal performance.
2. Transmission Fluid Checks: Manual transmissions require fluid checks and changes every
30,000-60,000 miles to prevent wear and tear.
3. Brake Inspection: Regularly inspect brake pads and rotors, especially if you drive aggressively or in
heavy traffic.
4. Tire Maintenance: Keep tires properly inflated and rotated to maximize tread life and ensure even
wear.

Common Issues to Watch For

While the 2004 Acura TL is generally reliable, owners should be aware of some common issues:

- Transmission Concerns: Some manual transmission models may experience clutch wear, so it’s
essential to pay attention to shifting behavior.
- Suspension Noise: Over time, the suspension components may wear out, leading to noise or a rough
ride.
- Electrical Problems: Issues with dashboard lights and electrical systems can arise, but they are often
easy to diagnose and fix.

Why Choose the 2004 Acura TL Manual Transmission?

For driving enthusiasts and those who appreciate the art of manual driving, the 2004 Acura TL with a
manual transmission offers several advantages:

- Engaging Driving Experience: The manual gearbox allows for a more connected and engaging
driving experience, which is often lacking in automatic vehicles.
- Performance-Oriented Features: The TL’s performance features, combined with the manual
transmission, create a sporty sedan that can compete with much more expensive rivals.
- Timeless Design: The exterior and interior design of the 2004 TL remains appealing even today,



making it a stylish choice for any driver.

Conclusion

In summary, the 2004 Acura TL manual transmission is a remarkable blend of luxury,
performance, and driving engagement. With its powerful engine, well-crafted interior, and responsive
handling, it remains a sought-after vehicle for those who appreciate the finer aspects of driving.
Whether you're navigating city streets or cruising on the highway, the 2004 Acura TL promises a
satisfying and enjoyable driving experience. With proper maintenance and care, this vehicle can
continue delivering thrills for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common issues with the 2004 Acura TL manual
transmission?
Common issues include difficulty shifting gears, grinding noises during gear changes, and clutch wear.
Regular maintenance can help mitigate these problems.

How do I perform a manual transmission fluid change on a
2004 Acura TL?
To change the manual transmission fluid, locate the drain and fill plugs under the vehicle. Drain the
old fluid, replace the drain plug, and fill with the recommended fluid through the fill plug until it
reaches the proper level.

What is the recommended manual transmission fluid for a
2004 Acura TL?
The recommended manual transmission fluid for a 2004 Acura TL is Honda Manual Transmission Fluid
or an equivalent 10W-30 motor oil if the specific fluid is not available.

Is the manual transmission in the 2004 Acura TL reliable?
Yes, the manual transmission in the 2004 Acura TL is generally considered reliable, especially if
properly maintained. Regular fluid changes and prompt repairs of any issues can extend its lifespan.

Can I convert my 2004 Acura TL automatic transmission to a
manual transmission?
While it is technically possible to convert an automatic 2004 Acura TL to a manual transmission, it
requires significant modifications, including the replacement of the transmission, clutch system, and
possibly the ECU. It's a complex and costly process that may not be worth the investment.
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