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2008 AP Calculus BC FRQ questions have become a significant part of the study materials for students
preparing for the Advanced Placement Calculus BC exam. The Free Response Questions (FRQs) assess
students' understanding of calculus concepts and their ability to apply these concepts to solve complex
problems. The 2008 exam featured a variety of problems that challenged students on topics ranging from
series and sequences to differential equations and parametric equations. This article will explore the 2008
AP Calculus BC FRQ, breakdown the essential components of the questions, and discuss strategies for
effectively tackling similar problems in future exams.

Overview of the 2008 AP Calculus BC Exam

The AP Calculus BC exam is known for its rigor and depth, testing students on advanced topics that extend
beyond the AP Calculus AB curriculum. The 2008 exam consisted of two main sections: multiple-choice
questions and free-response questions. The FRQ section is particularly critical, as it allows students to
demonstrate their problem-solving skills and understanding of calculus concepts.

The FRQ section of the 2008 exam included six questions, each designed to evaluate specific calculus
principles and skills. The questions encompassed a variety of topics, providing a comprehensive assessment
of students' knowledge.

Key Topics Covered in the 2008 AP Calculus BC FRQ

The FRQs from the 2008 AP Calculus BC exam highlighted several essential calculus topics. Below are
some of the key areas covered:

1. Series and Sequences

One of the prominent topics in the 2008 FRQ was the convergence and divergence of series. Students were
challenged to determine whether given series converged or diverged using various tests, such as the ratio
test or the comparison test. Key skills included:

- Identifying the type of series (geometric, p-series, etc.)
- Applying appropriate convergence tests
- Evaluating the sum of convergent series



2. Differential Equations

Differential equations were another significant focus of the 2008 FRQ. Students were required to solve
first-order differential equations, often involving initial conditions. Essential components included:

- Understanding the concepts of separation of variables
- Solving linear differential equations
- Applying initial conditions to find particular solutions

3. Parametric Equations

The use of parametric equations was also a critical topic in the 2008 exam. Students tackled problems
involving the computation of derivatives and arc lengths for curves defined parametrically. Important skills
involved:

- Finding derivatives of parametric equations using the chain rule
- Calculating the arc length of a curve represented parametrically
- Analyzing the motion of objects along parametric paths

4. Taylor and Maclaurin Series

The construction and application of Taylor and Maclaurin series were integral components of the 2008
FRQ. Students needed to express functions as power series and determine their intervals of convergence.
Key skills included:

- Deriving Taylor and Maclaurin series for various functions
- Using series to approximate functions and calculate limits
- Analyzing the radius and interval of convergence for series

Sample Questions and Solutions

To illustrate the types of questions found in the 2008 AP Calculus BC FRQ, we will analyze a few
representative problems and provide solutions.



Question 1: Series Convergence

Problem Statement:
Determine whether the series \(\sum_{n=1}^{\infty} \frac{(-1)^n}{n}\) converges or diverges. If it
converges, find its sum.

Solution:
This series is an alternating series. To apply the Alternating Series Test, we check:

1. The terms \(b_n = \frac{1}{n}\) are positive.
2. \(b_n\) is decreasing: \(b_{n+1} < b_n\) for all \(n\).
3. \(\lim_{n \to \infty} b_n = 0\).

Since all conditions are satisfied, the series converges.

To find the sum, we recognize this as the alternating harmonic series, which converges to \(\ln(2)\).

Question 2: Solving a Differential Equation

Problem Statement:
Solve the differential equation \(\frac{dy}{dx} = y(1 - y)\) with the initial condition \(y(0) = 0.5\).

Solution:
1. Separate variables: \(\frac{dy}{y(1-y)} = dx\).
2. Use partial fractions to integrate: \(\int \left( \frac{1}{y} + \frac{1}{1-y} \right) dy = \int dx\).
3. Solve for \(y\) and apply the initial condition to find the particular solution.

The solution will be of the logistic form, typically expressed as:
\[
y(x) = \frac{1}{1 + Ae^{-x}}
\]
where \(A\) is determined from the initial condition.

Question 3: Arc Length of a Parametric Curve

Problem Statement:
Find the arc length of the curve defined parametrically by \(x(t) = t^2\) and \(y(t) = t^3\) from \(t = 0\) to
\(t = 2\).



Solution:
1. The arc length \(L\) is given by:
\[
L = \int_{a}^{b} \sqrt{\left(\frac{dx}{dt}\right)^2 + \left(\frac{dy}{dt}\right)^2} \, dt
\]
2. Calculate derivatives:
- \(\frac{dx}{dt} = 2t\)
- \(\frac{dy}{dt} = 3t^2\)
3. Substitute into the arc length formula:
\[
L = \int_{0}^{2} \sqrt{(2t)^2 + (3t^2)^2} \, dt = \int_{0}^{2} \sqrt{4t^2 + 9t^4} \, dt
\]
4. Factor and simplify to calculate the integral.

Strategies for Success on the FRQ Section

To excel in the FRQ section of the AP Calculus BC exam, students should employ effective strategies:

1. Practice Regularly: Work through past FRQs to familiarize yourself with question types and formats.
2. Understand Concepts Thoroughly: Ensure you grasp fundamental calculus concepts, as many FRQs
require application and synthesis of knowledge.
3. Show All Work: Clearly present all steps in your work, as partial credit can significantly boost your
score.
4. Time Management: Allocate your time wisely during the exam, ensuring you leave time to review
your answers.
5. Use Appropriate Notation: Stick to proper mathematical notation and terminology, as it can enhance
clarity and professionalism in your responses.

Conclusion

The 2008 AP Calculus BC FRQ serves as a valuable resource for students preparing for the AP exam. By
analyzing the questions and solutions, learners can gain insights into the types of problems they may
encounter and develop strategies to tackle them effectively. Mastering the concepts of series, differential
equations, parametric equations, and Taylor series will not only prepare students for the AP exam but also
provide a strong foundation for higher-level mathematics courses. By dedicating time to practice and
understanding these topics, students can approach their exams with confidence and skill.



Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were covered in the 2008 AP Calculus BC free response
questions?
The 2008 AP Calculus BC free response questions covered topics such as differential equations, Taylor
series, parametric equations, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.

How many free response questions were included in the 2008 AP
Calculus BC exam?
The 2008 AP Calculus BC exam included a total of 4 free response questions.

What is the significance of the 2008 AP Calculus BC free response
questions for exam preparation?
The 2008 AP Calculus BC free response questions are significant for exam preparation as they provide
insights into the types of questions that may appear on the exam and help students practice applying
calculus concepts in different contexts.

Where can I find the solutions to the 2008 AP Calculus BC free response
questions?
Solutions to the 2008 AP Calculus BC free response questions can typically be found on the College Board
website, educational resource sites, and in AP exam prep books.

What is a common challenge students face with the 2008 AP Calculus BC
free response questions?
A common challenge students face with the 2008 AP Calculus BC free response questions is effectively
managing their time, as some questions require multiple steps and thorough explanations to receive full
credit.
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