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2009 BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions 2009 is a comprehensive guide that outlines the
principles and methodologies for surveying public lands in the United States. Published by the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), this manual serves as an essential resource for land surveyors, land
managers, and other professionals involved in land governance and management. The 2009 edition
reflects updates and changes that have occurred since the previous version, ensuring that the
information is current and relevant to the needs of land surveying today.

Understanding the Purpose of the 2009 BLM Manual

The primary purpose of the 2009 BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions is to provide a standardized
approach to surveying lands administered by the BLM. This manual offers guidelines and procedures
for various surveying processes, helping to ensure consistency, accuracy, and compliance with federal
regulations. Key objectives include:

Establishing guidelines for the preparation and execution of land surveys.

Providing a reference for best practices in land surveying.

Facilitating communication among surveyors, land managers, and other stakeholders.

Ensuring compliance with legal and regulatory requirements.

Key Changes from Previous Editions

The 2009 edition of the BLM Manual incorporates several important changes and updates from earlier
versions. These modifications aim to enhance clarity, improve usability, and reflect advances in
surveying technology and practices. Some notable changes include:

1. Updated Terminology and Definitions

The manual includes revised terminology and definitions to align with contemporary surveying
practices and technological advancements. This ensures that surveyors are using language that is
consistent with current industry standards.



2. Enhanced Surveying Techniques

New surveying technologies, such as Global Positioning System (GPS) and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), have been integrated into the manual. These technologies enhance the precision and
efficiency of land surveys, providing surveyors with modern tools to execute their work.

3. Improved lllustrations and Examples

The 2009 manual features improved illustrations, diagrams, and examples to aid understanding.
Visual aids provide clarity on complex surveying concepts and procedures, making the manual more
user-friendly.

4. Expanded Legal Framework

The legal framework surrounding land surveying has evolved, and the 2009 manual reflects these
changes. It provides updated information on laws and regulations that govern land surveying,
ensuring that professionals understand their legal obligations.

Core Components of the Manual

The 2009 BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions is organized into several core components, each
addressing different aspects of land surveying. Key sections include:

1. General Surveying Principles

This section covers the fundamental principles of surveying, including:

* Theory of measurement and error analysis.
e Basic surveying tools and equipment.

e Establishing control points and benchmarks.

2. Surveying Procedures

The manual outlines specific procedures for various types of surveys, including:



e Township and range surveys.
e Parcel surveys.
e Boundary surveys.

e Topographic surveys.

Each procedure is accompanied by detailed steps to ensure accuracy and compliance with
regulations.

3. Legal and Regulatory Framework

Understanding the legal context of land surveying is crucial. This section provides insight into:

e Federal land laws and regulations.
» State-specific laws impacting surveys.

¢ Rights of way and easements.

Surveyors must be aware of these regulations to ensure their work is legally defensible.

4. Surveying Instruments and Technology
Modern surveying requires the use of advanced instruments and technologies. This section discusses:
e Traditional instruments (theodolites, levels, etc.).

e GPS and satellite technology.

¢ GIS applications in land surveying.

Surveyors are encouraged to stay updated on the latest technological advancements to enhance their
work.



Importance of Compliance and Accuracy

Adhering to the guidelines set forth in the 2009 BLM Manual is essential for several reasons:

1. Legal Compliance

Compliance with the manual ensures that surveys meet federal and state regulations, minimizing the
risk of legal disputes over land boundaries and ownership.

2. Professional Standards

Following established procedures and best practices promotes professionalism within the surveying
community. It also helps maintain the integrity of survey results.

3. Stakeholder Confidence

Accurate and compliant surveys foster trust among stakeholders, including landowners, government
agencies, and the public. This confidence is crucial for effective land management and planning.

Conclusion

The 2009 BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions 2009 is an invaluable resource for anyone
involved in the surveying of public lands. By providing clear guidelines, updated information, and
practical examples, the manual helps ensure that land surveys are conducted accurately, legally, and
professionally. Surveyors who familiarize themselves with this manual will be better equipped to
navigate the complexities of land surveying, ultimately contributing to responsible land management
and governance. As technology continues to evolve, it is essential for surveying professionals to stay
informed and adapt to the changing landscape of land surveying practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 2009 BLM Manual of Surveying
Instructions?

The 2009 BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions provides guidelines and procedures for conducting
land surveys on public lands in the United States, ensuring consistency and accuracy.



Who is responsible for implementing the 2009 BLM Manual of
Surveying Instructions?

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is responsible for implementing the manual, along with
licensed surveyors and land surveyors working on public lands.

What are some key updates in the 2009 version of the BLM
Manual compared to previous editions?

The 2009 edition includes updated procedures for cadastral surveys, revisions to terminology, and
clarifications on the use of technology in surveying.

How does the 2009 BLM Manual address the use of
technology in surveying?

The manual provides guidelines on incorporating GPS and GIS technology into land surveying
practices, promoting efficiency and accuracy.

Is the 2009 BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions available
for public access?

Yes, the 2009 BLM Manual is available for public access through the Bureau of Land Management's
official website and other governmental resources.

What role do land surveyors play according to the 2009 BLM
Manual?

Land surveyors are tasked with adhering to the guidelines set forth in the manual to ensure accurate
delineation and documentation of public land boundaries.

How does the 2009 BLM Manual address boundary disputes?

The manual outlines procedures for resolving boundary disputes, including the need for thorough
documentation and adherence to survey standards.

What types of surveys are covered in the 2009 BLM Manual?

The manual covers various types of surveys, including cadastral surveys, retracement surveys, and
subdivision surveys on public lands.

Are there specific formats or standards for survey plats in the
2009 BLM Manual?

Yes, the manual specifies certain formats and standards for creating survey plats to ensure uniformity
and clarity in land records.



How often is the BLM Manual of Surveying Instructions
updated?

While there is no fixed schedule, the BLM reviews and updates the Manual of Surveying Instructions
as needed to reflect changes in law, technology, and best practices.
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