2013 official student guide to the psat nmsqt

201 3 official student guide to the psat nmsqt serves as an essential resource for students preparing
to take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. This comprehensive guide
offers detailed insights into the test format, question types, scoring methods, and preparation
strategies. It is designed to help students understand the content they will encounter and to maximize
their performance on the exam. The guide also provides valuable information about the National Merit
Scholarship Program and how the PSAT/NMSQT plays a critical role in qualifying for scholarships. In
addition, this 2013 edition focuses on updated test changes and tips tailored to that year’s exam
format. The following article will explore the key components of the 2013 official student guide to the
PSAT NMSQT, covering everything from test structure to preparation techniques to ensure students

are well-equipped for success.
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Overview of the PSAT NMSQT

The PSAT NMSQT, or Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, is a standardized

exam administered by the College Board and co-sponsored by the National Merit Scholarship



Corporation. The 2013 official student guide to the PSAT NMSQT provides a clear description of the
test’s purpose, which is to measure critical reading, math, and writing skills. In addition to serving as
practice for the SAT, the PSAT NMSQT identifies students who qualify for recognition and scholarships
through the National Merit Scholarship Program. Typically taken by high school juniors, this exam

offers a benchmark of college readiness and highlights areas for academic improvement.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of the PSAT NMSQT is to provide students with practice for the SAT while
simultaneously serving as a qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program. Performance on
the PSAT can open doors to scholarship opportunities and academic recognition. Additionally, the
exam helps students become familiar with the test format and timing, reducing anxiety during actual
SAT testing. The 2013 official student guide to the PSAT NMSQT emphasizes the test’s role in

measuring skills that are essential for college success.

Eligibility and Test Administration

Most high school sophomores and juniors take the PSAT NMSQT, with juniors being the primary group
targeted for National Merit Scholarship qualification. The 2013 official student guide outlines the
eligibility criteria, which generally include enrollment in a high school and registration through the
school. The test is administered once a year, usually in October, under standardized conditions to

ensure fairness and accuracy in scoring.

Test Format and Content

The 2013 official student guide to the PSAT NMSQT details the structure and content of the exam,
which consists of three main sections: Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing Skills. Each section
is designed to assess specific academic skills relevant to college readiness. Understanding the format

is crucial for effective preparation and time management during the exam.



Critical Reading Section

This section evaluates students’ abilities to comprehend and analyze written passages. It includes
guestions on sentence completions, short and long reading passages, and vocabulary in context. The
2013 official student guide explains that critical reading questions require students to interpret,

evaluate, and synthesize information presented in various formats.

Mathematics Section

The math section covers a range of topics including algebra, geometry, basic statistics, and number
operations. It is divided into two parts: one allowing the use of a calculator and one that does not. The
guide highlights the importance of mastering fundamental mathematical concepts and problem-solving

skills to perform well on this section.

Writing Skills Section

This section tests grammar, usage, and writing mechanics. It includes multiple-choice questions that
ask students to identify errors, improve sentence structure, and revise paragraphs for clarity and
coherence. The 2013 official student guide emphasizes that a strong command of English language

conventions is essential for success in this section.

Test Timing and Question Distribution

The PSAT NMSQT is approximately 2 hours and 10 minutes long. The 2013 official student guide

provides a breakdown of the timing allocated to each section:

e Critical Reading: 60 minutes

¢ Mathematics: 70 minutes (divided between calculator and no-calculator parts)



e Writing Skills: 30 minutes

Understanding the timing helps students pace themselves and allocate attention appropriately across

sections.

Scoring and Results

The 2013 official student guide to the PSAT NMSQT explains the scoring system, which includes a
total score and section scores. The exam is scored on a scale ranging from 60 to 240 for each
section, combining to a maximum total score of 720. The Writing Skills section also provides

subscores for usage/mechanics and expression of ideas.

Score Reporting

Students receive their scores several weeks after the test date. The guide outlines how score reports
include detailed information about performance in each section, along with percentile rankings that
compare scores to those of other test-takers nationwide. This data helps students identify strengths

and weaknesses.

National Merit Selection Index

A key component of the PSAT NMSQT scoring is the National Merit Selection Index, which is
calculated by doubling the sum of the Reading, Math, and Writing Skills section scores. This index
determines eligibility for entry into the National Merit Scholarship Program. The 2013 official student

guide clarifies how this index is used to identify high-scoring students for scholarship consideration.



National Merit Scholarship Program

The PSAT NMSQT plays a pivotal role in the National Merit Scholarship Program, which recognizes
and awards scholarships to top-performing students. The 2013 official student guide provides an
overview of this prestigious program, including the criteria for qualification and the benefits of

recognition.

Qualification Process

Students who score exceptionally well on the PSAT NMSQT are designated as Commended Students,
Semifinalists, or Finalists based on their National Merit Selection Index scores. The guide details the
multi-stage qualification process, which includes confirmation of academic records and endorsements
from high schools. Semifinalists are selected based on state-specific cutoff scores, while Finalists are

chosen after further evaluation.

Scholarship Opportunities

National Merit Scholars may receive scholarships funded by the National Merit Scholarship
Corporation, colleges, or corporate sponsors. The 2013 official student guide outlines the types of
awards available and the potential impact of these scholarships on college funding. Recognition as a

National Merit Scholar can also enhance college applications and academic resumes.

Preparation Strategies

Effective preparation is critical to achieving high scores on the PSAT NMSQT. The 2013 official
student guide provides guidance and tips for students to maximize their study efforts and perform

confidently on test day.



Familiarizing with Test Format

Understanding the structure and types of questions on the PSAT NMSQT helps reduce test anxiety
and improve time management. The guide recommends reviewing sample questions and practice tests

to become comfortable with the exam layout and instructions.

Targeted Skill Improvement

Students should focus on strengthening skills in critical reading, mathematics, and writing. The 2013
official student guide advises using study materials aligned with the test content, such as vocabulary
builders, math problem sets, and grammar exercises. ldentifying weaker areas through practice tests

allows for more efficient studying.

Practice Tests and Review

Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions is one of the most effective preparation
strategies. The guide emphasizes reviewing mistakes carefully to understand errors and avoid

repeating them. Consistent practice helps build test-taking stamina and confidence.

Test Day Tips

The 2013 official student guide also offers practical advice for test day, including:

Getting a good night’s sleep before the exam

Eating a healthy breakfast

Arriving early to the test center

Bringing necessary materials such as pencils, an approved calculator, and identification



¢ Reading instructions carefully and pacing time wisely

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the '2013 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT' used
for?

The 2013 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT is used to help students prepare for the
PSAT/NMSQT exam by providing test-taking strategies, practice questions, and detailed information

about the test format.

Does the 2013 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT include
practice tests?

Yes, the guide includes official practice tests that simulate the actual PSAT/NMSQT exam to help

students familiarize themselves with the test format and question types.

Who publishes the 2013 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT?

The guide is published by the College Board, the organization responsible for administering the

PSAT/NMSQT and SAT exams.

Is the 201 3 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT still relevant
for current test takers?

While some content remains useful, the PSAT/NMSQT has undergone changes since 2013, so
students are encouraged to use the most recent guides for up-to-date information and practice

materials.



What types of questions are covered in the 2013 Official Student
Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT?

The guide covers multiple-choice and grid-in questions in reading, writing and language, and math
sections, reflecting the structure of the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT exam.
Does the guide provide scoring information for the PSAT/NMSQT?

Yes, the guide explains the scoring system, including how raw scores are converted to scaled scores

and the significance of National Merit Scholarship qualification.

Are there test-taking strategies included in the 2013 Official Student

Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT?

Yes, the guide offers valuable test-taking tips and strategies to help students manage their time,

approach different question types, and reduce test anxiety.

Can the 2013 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT help
students qualify for the National Merit Scholarship?

Yes, preparing with the official guide can improve performance on the PSAT/NMSQT, which is used to

determine eligibility for the National Merit Scholarship Program.

Is the 201 3 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT available in
digital format?

Yes, the guide is available both in print and digital formats, allowing students to access the material on

various devices.

Where can students purchase the 2013 Official Student Guide to the



PSAT/NMSQT?

Students can purchase the guide through the College Board's official website, major bookstores, or

online retailers such as Amazon.

Additional Resources

1. 2013 Official Student Guide to the PSAT/NMSQT

This official guide published by the College Board provides comprehensive information about the
PSAT/NMSQT exam taken in 2013. It includes detailed test-taking strategies, sample questions, and
scoring explanations. The book is designed to help students understand the exam format and prepare

effectively for both the PSAT and the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

2. Cracking the PSAT/NMSQT 2013 Edition

This edition from a leading test prep company offers extensive practice tests and expert strategies
tailored for the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT. It includes thorough content reviews in math, critical reading, and
writing skills. The book also provides tips on time management and understanding the scoring system

to maximize students’ scores.

3. Kaplan PSAT/NMSQT 2013 Premier

Kaplan’s 2013 Premier guide delivers a comprehensive review of all PSAT sections with practice
questions and full-length practice tests. It features detailed answer explanations and bonus online
resources. The guide emphasizes critical thinking and problem-solving techniques relevant to the 2013

test format.

4. Princeton Review: Cracking the PSAT/NMSQT 2013

This book offers strategic approaches to tackling the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT with drills and practice tests
designed to mirror the actual exam. It includes skill-building exercises for reading comprehension,
grammar, and math. The guide also provides insights into the college admissions process linked to

PSAT performance.



5. Barron’s PSAT/NMSQT 2013

Barron’s 2013 edition features subject reviews, test-taking strategies, and two full-length practice
exams. The book is known for its in-depth explanations and targeted practice questions that reflect the
content of the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT. It also includes diagnostic tests to help students identify their

strengths and weaknesses.

6. PSAT/NMSQT Prep 2013 by McGraw-Hill Education
This prep book offers students a structured study plan with comprehensive content review and practice
questions. It includes two full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations. The book is

designed to build confidence and improve performance on the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT exam.

7. 2013 PSAT/NMSQT For Dummies

A user-friendly guide that breaks down the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT into manageable sections with clear
explanations and practice problems. It covers test strategies, time-saving tips, and subject matter
reviews in reading, writing, and math. The book is ideal for students looking for a straightforward and

approachable prep resource.

8. PSAT/NMSQT 2013 Practice Tests + Proven Strategies
This book provides multiple practice tests that replicate the 2013 PSAT/NMSQT experience, along with
detailed strategies to improve speed and accuracy. It emphasizes understanding question types and

common pitfalls. The guide helps students develop effective test-taking habits to boost their scores.

9. Ultimate PSAT/NMSQT 2013 Study Guide

The Ultimate study guide offers a complete overview of the PSAT/NMSQT content with tips for
mastering challenging concepts. It includes practice questions, full-length tests, and review sections
that align with the 2013 exam. The book is designed to prepare students thoroughly for test day and

increase scholarship opportunities.
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