
2021 acura rdx manual
2021 acura rdx manual is a sought-after resource for enthusiasts and owners who want to gain
comprehensive knowledge about the vehicle’s features, operation, and maintenance. The 2021 Acura
RDX is known for its blend of luxury, performance, and advanced technology, making it a popular
choice in the luxury compact SUV segment. Understanding the manual provides valuable insights into
the vehicle’s safety systems, infotainment setup, driving modes, and routine care. This article delves
into the details of the 2021 Acura RDX manual, highlighting key sections and explaining how to make
the most of this essential guide. Whether you are a new owner or considering purchasing this model,
this article will help you navigate the manual efficiently. The following sections cover the vehicle
overview, operation instructions, safety features, maintenance guidelines, and troubleshooting tips.
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Safety and Driver Assistance Features
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Overview of the 2021 Acura RDX
The 2021 Acura RDX is a luxury compact SUV that balances performance with comfort and
technology. It is equipped with a turbocharged 2.0-liter inline-4 engine paired with a 10-speed
automatic transmission, delivering a smooth and responsive driving experience. The vehicle is also
available with Acura’s Super Handling All-Wheel Drive (SH-AWD) system, enhancing traction and
stability in various driving conditions. The manual highlights the vehicle’s specifications, control
layouts, and key design features that contribute to its reputation for reliability and refinement.

Vehicle Specifications
The 2021 Acura RDX comes with a 272-horsepower engine and a torque output of 280 lb-ft. It features
a MacPherson strut front suspension and a multi-link rear suspension, providing a balanced ride. The
SUV offers seating for five passengers with premium leatherette or available leather upholstery, along
with a spacious cargo area. Fuel economy ratings are approximately 22 miles per gallon in the city
and 28 miles per gallon on the highway, depending on drivetrain configuration.



Interior and Exterior Features
The manual details the interior amenities such as dual-zone automatic climate control, panoramic
sunroof, and ambient lighting. On the exterior, LED headlights, taillights, and available 19-inch alloy
wheels are standard or optional depending on the trim level. These features contribute to both the
aesthetic appeal and functional performance of the vehicle.

Using the 2021 Acura RDX Manual
The 2021 Acura RDX manual is designed to provide clear, concise information for owners to operate
the vehicle safely and efficiently. It is organized into sections that cover everything from basic
operation to advanced features. Understanding how to navigate the manual allows users to quickly
find information related to specific functions or troubleshooting needs.

Manual Organization and Navigation
The manual is divided into logical chapters including introduction, instrument panel, controls, driving,
maintenance, and specifications. Each chapter includes detailed illustrations and step-by-step
instructions. The index and table of contents are essential tools for locating topics quickly. The
manual also includes safety warnings and tips to ensure proper use of vehicle features.

Key Manual Sections
Important sections highlighted in the manual include:

Dashboard controls and indicator explanations

Operating the transmission and drive modes

Using the infotainment system and connectivity options

Safety systems and driver assistance technologies

Routine maintenance schedules and procedures

Troubleshooting common issues and warning lights

Safety and Driver Assistance Features
One of the primary focuses of the 2021 Acura RDX manual is to explain the comprehensive safety and
driver assistance technologies integrated into the vehicle. Acura has equipped the RDX with a suite of
advanced systems designed to enhance occupant protection and reduce accident risk.



AcuraWatch Suite
The AcuraWatch package includes adaptive cruise control, collision mitigation braking system, lane
keeping assist, and road departure mitigation. The manual provides detailed instructions on how to
activate, adjust, and interpret alerts from these systems. It also emphasizes limitations and
recommended usage to ensure optimal safety performance.

Airbags and Restraint Systems
The manual explains the locations and functions of multiple airbags, including front, side, and curtain
airbags. It details the proper use of seat belts and child safety seats, as well as important precautions
to avoid injury in the event of a collision. Information on the supplemental restraint system (SRS)
indicators and troubleshooting is also included.

Infotainment and Connectivity
The 2021 Acura RDX manual thoroughly covers the vehicle’s infotainment system, which is a central
feature for driver convenience and entertainment. Acura’s True Touchpad Interface enhances user
interaction, supported by smartphone integration and navigation features.

True Touchpad Interface
This innovative interface allows users to control multimedia, navigation, and vehicle settings through
a touchpad that recognizes gestures and handwriting inputs. The manual explains how to use this
system effectively, including tips for avoiding distractions and maximizing functionality.

Smartphone Integration
The RDX supports Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, enabling seamless connectivity with mobile
devices. The manual outlines the pairing process, voice command functions, and troubleshooting
common connectivity issues. Bluetooth audio streaming and hands-free calling instructions are also
detailed.

Maintenance and Care
Proper maintenance is critical to the longevity and performance of the 2021 Acura RDX. The manual
outlines recommended service intervals, fluid specifications, and maintenance procedures to keep the
vehicle in optimal condition.

Scheduled Maintenance
The manual provides a maintenance schedule that includes oil and filter changes, tire rotations, brake
inspections, and fluid replacements. It specifies the use of Acura-recommended oils and parts to



maintain warranty coverage and performance standards.

Owner-Performed Maintenance
Certain routine maintenance tasks can be performed by owners, including checking tire pressure,
replacing windshield wiper blades, and topping off fluids. The manual offers step-by-step guidance
and safety precautions for these tasks.

Maintenance Tips

Monitor tire condition and pressure regularly

Use recommended fuel grades to optimize engine performance

Keep the vehicle clean to preserve paint and interior materials

Schedule professional inspections annually or as specified

Common Issues and Troubleshooting
The 2021 Acura RDX manual includes a troubleshooting section that helps owners diagnose and
address common problems. This section is valuable for identifying warning lights, unusual noises, or
performance issues, providing guidance on when to seek professional service.

Warning Lights and Indicators
The manual explains the meaning of various dashboard warning lights, such as the check engine light,
tire pressure monitoring system, and brake system alerts. It advises on immediate actions and
precautions to take when these lights illuminate.

Basic Troubleshooting Steps
For minor issues such as engine starting problems, battery concerns, or malfunctioning accessories,
the manual offers basic troubleshooting steps. These include checking battery connections, fuses, and
ensuring proper key operation.

When to Contact a Dealer
While some issues can be managed by owners, the manual stresses the importance of consulting
authorized Acura service centers for complex repairs or persistent problems. This ensures vehicle
safety, preserves warranty coverage, and maintains optimal performance.



Frequently Asked Questions

Does the 2021 Acura RDX come with a manual transmission
option?
No, the 2021 Acura RDX is only available with a 10-speed automatic transmission. Acura does not
offer a manual transmission for this model year.

What type of transmission does the 2021 Acura RDX feature?
The 2021 Acura RDX features a 10-speed automatic transmission that provides smooth and efficient
gear shifts.

Are there any aftermarket manual transmission kits available
for the 2021 Acura RDX?
As of now, there are no widely recognized aftermarket manual transmission kits available for the 2021
Acura RDX, as the vehicle is designed and engineered for automatic transmission.

Why does Acura not offer a manual transmission for the 2021
RDX?
Acura does not offer a manual transmission for the 2021 RDX primarily because the majority of SUV
buyers prefer automatic transmissions for convenience, and automatic transmissions provide better
fuel efficiency and performance optimization with modern technology.

Can I convert a 2021 Acura RDX from automatic to manual
transmission?
Converting a 2021 Acura RDX from automatic to manual transmission is highly impractical and not
recommended due to the complexity, cost, and lack of compatible parts. It would require extensive
modifications to the drivetrain, electronics, and control systems.

Additional Resources
1. 2021 Acura RDX: The Complete Owner's Manual
This comprehensive guide covers everything a 2021 Acura RDX owner needs to know, from basic
operations to advanced features. It includes detailed instructions on maintenance, troubleshooting,
and understanding the vehicle's technology. Ideal for both new and experienced drivers, this manual
ensures you get the most out of your RDX.

2. Mastering the Acura RDX: A Driver’s Handbook
Designed for those who want to deepen their knowledge of the Acura RDX, this handbook explores
driving techniques, performance tips, and vehicle care specific to the 2021 model. It also provides
insights into the car’s handling, safety systems, and comfort features. A perfect companion for
enthusiasts looking to enhance their driving experience.



3. Acura RDX 2021: Maintenance and Repair Guide
This book offers step-by-step instructions for maintaining and repairing the 2021 Acura RDX. From
routine oil changes to more complex mechanical repairs, it empowers owners to perform DIY tasks
confidently. The guide includes illustrations and troubleshooting charts to simplify the process.

4. Technology and Innovation in the 2021 Acura RDX
Explore the cutting-edge technology integrated into the 2021 Acura RDX, including its infotainment
system, driver assistance features, and hybrid options. This book breaks down how these innovations
work and how to use them effectively. It’s an essential resource for tech-savvy drivers and curious
owners alike.

5. Driving the 2021 Acura RDX: Performance and Efficiency
Focus on the driving dynamics of the 2021 Acura RDX with this detailed analysis of its engine
performance, fuel efficiency, and handling characteristics. The book compares the RDX to competitors
and offers advice on optimizing driving habits for better mileage and comfort. A great read for those
interested in automotive performance.

6. Luxury SUV Buyers Guide: 2021 Acura RDX Edition
This buyer’s guide provides an in-depth look at the Acura RDX as a luxury SUV option in 2021. It
covers pricing, trim levels, features, and comparisons with other vehicles in its class. Helpful for
prospective buyers seeking to make an informed decision about their next vehicle purchase.

7. Acura RDX: A History of Innovation
Trace the evolution of the Acura RDX from its inception to the 2021 model year. This book highlights
key design changes, technological advancements, and market impact. It’s an engaging read for fans
of the brand and those interested in automotive history.

8. Safe Driving with the 2021 Acura RDX
Dedicated to safety, this book discusses the advanced safety features of the 2021 Acura RDX and how
to use them effectively. It includes tips for defensive driving, understanding driver assist technologies,
and maintaining vehicle safety systems. Essential reading for anyone prioritizing safety on the road.

9. Customizing Your 2021 Acura RDX: Mods and Upgrades
For Acura RDX owners interested in personalization, this book explores popular modifications and
upgrades suitable for the 2021 model. It covers aesthetic enhancements, performance parts, and tech
add-ons, along with installation advice. A must-have for those looking to make their RDX uniquely
theirs.
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