2022 radiology cpt codes cheat sheet

2022 radiology cpt codes cheat sheet serves as an essential resource for medical
billing specialists, radiologists, and healthcare providers to accurately code radiology
procedures for insurance claims and reimbursement. This comprehensive guide covers the
latest CPT codes used in radiology for the year 2022, highlighting updates, common codes,
and tips for precise documentation. Understanding these codes is crucial for maximizing
revenue cycle efficiency and ensuring compliance with payer requirements. This cheat
sheet includes detailed explanations of diagnostic imaging, interventional radiology, and
nuclear medicine codes. Additionally, it clarifies the distinctions between various imaging
modalities such as MRI, CT, ultrasound, and X-ray. The following sections will provide an
organized overview of the 2022 radiology CPT codes, facilitating quick reference and
practical application in clinical settings.
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Overview of 2022 Radiology CPT Codes

The 2022 radiology CPT codes encompass a wide range of procedures related to
diagnostic imaging, therapeutic interventions, and nuclear medicine studies. These codes
are maintained and updated annually by the American Medical Association (AMA) to
reflect advances in technology and changes in clinical practice. Radiology CPT codes are
organized into several categories, including diagnostic radiology, diagnostic ultrasound,
nuclear medicine, and radiation oncology. Each code corresponds to a specific procedure,
technique, or service provided during radiologic examinations or treatments.

For 2022, several codes have been revised or added to accommodate new imaging
techniques and improve coding accuracy. Accurate use of these codes ensures proper
billing, reduces claim denials, and supports compliance with payer policies. It is essential
for medical billing personnel and radiologists to stay current with these updates to
optimize reimbursement and maintain efficient workflow.

Diagnostic Radiology CPT Codes

Diagnostic radiology CPT codes are used to report imaging procedures that produce
images for diagnosis and evaluation. These include general X-rays, fluoroscopy, computed



tomography (CT), and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) studies. Each modality has
distinct codes based on the body part imaged, the use of contrast materials, and whether
the procedure is performed with or without guidance.

X-ray and Fluoroscopy Codes

X-ray and fluoroscopy remain foundational diagnostic tools in radiology, with specific CPT
codes assigned for various anatomical regions and study types. Fluoroscopy codes often
include those for basic diagnostic exams as well as more complex studies such as
gastrointestinal or genitourinary evaluations.

71045 - Radiologic examination, chest; single view

73560 - Radiologic examination, knee; 1 or 2 views

76000 - Fluoroscopy, up to 1 hour, including fluoroscopic supervision and
interpretation

76001 - Fluoroscopy, each additional 30 minutes

Computed Tomography (CT) Codes

CT imaging has become a critical diagnostic tool, offering detailed cross-sectional images.
CPT codes for CT specify the body region scanned and whether contrast materials are
used. For example, abdominal and pelvic CT codes differentiate between non-contrast and
contrast-enhanced studies.

e 74150 - CT abdomen and pelvis without contrast
e 74160 - CT abdomen and pelvis with contrast
e 71260 - CT chest without contrast

e 71270 - CT chest with contrast

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) Codes

MRI CPT codes identify the body part imaged and include modifiers for sequences, with or
without contrast. MRI is widely used for neurological, musculoskeletal, and cardiovascular
imaging.

e 70551 - MRI brain without contrast

e 70553 - MRI brain with and without contrast



e 73721 - MRI lower extremity joint without contrast

e 73723 - MRI lower extremity joint with and without contrast

Interventional Radiology CPT Codes

Interventional radiology (IR) CPT codes cover minimally invasive procedures performed
under imaging guidance. These codes include vascular interventions, biopsies, drainages,
and ablations. Precise coding is necessary due to the complexity and variety of IR
procedures.

Vascular Interventions

Vascular IR codes address procedures such as angiography, angioplasty, stent placement,
and embolization. Codes distinguish between diagnostic and therapeutic services and
often include catheter placement and imaging guidance.

e 37220 - Revascularization, endovascular, open or percutaneous, femoral, popliteal
artery

e 36221 - Selective catheter placement, arterial system

e 37244 - Vascular embolization or occlusion, therapeutic

Biopsy and Drainage Procedures

Image-guided biopsy and drainage procedures are commonly performed in interventional
radiology. CPT codes specify the imaging modality used for guidance and the anatomical
site of the procedure.

¢ 10005 - Fine needle aspiration biopsy, including imaging guidance
¢ 10160 - Thoracentesis, needle or catheter, pleural cavity

¢ 10185 - Percutaneous drainage of abscess, hematoma, or fluid collection

Nuclear Medicine CPT Codes

Nuclear medicine involves the use of radioactive substances for diagnostic imaging and
therapeutic purposes. CPT codes for nuclear medicine are defined by the type of study,



radiopharmaceutical used, and imaging technique, such as planar or tomographic (SPECT
or PET) imaging.

Diagnostic Nuclear Medicine Studies

These codes cover a broad spectrum of nuclear medicine exams including bone scans,
thyroid imaging, and cardiac perfusion studies. The codes reflect the complexity and
duration of the procedures.

e 78306 - Bone imaging, whole body
e 78014 - Thyroid uptake and imaging

e 78452 - Myocardial perfusion imaging, tomographic (SPECT)

Therapeutic Nuclear Medicine Codes

CPT codes also exist for nuclear medicine therapies, such as radioactive iodine treatment
for thyroid disease and radiopharmaceutical therapy for other conditions.

e 79105 - Therapeutic radiopharmaceutical, I-131 sodium iodide

e 79400 - Therapeutic radiopharmaceutical, other than I-131

Important Coding Guidelines and Tips

Accurate application of the 2022 radiology CPT codes requires adherence to coding
guidelines and payer-specific rules. Understanding modifiers, documentation
requirements, and bundling principles is essential to prevent claim denials and ensure
appropriate reimbursement.

Use of Modifiers

Modifiers such as -26 (professional component) and -TC (technical component) are
commonly used in radiology coding to distinguish between the interpretation and
technical aspects of imaging procedures. Proper use of modifiers is critical when billing
separately for these components.

Documentation and Compliance

Thorough documentation must support the use of each CPT code, including indications for



the study, method of imaging, and findings. Compliance with payer policies, including
prior authorization and medical necessity criteria, helps to streamline claims processing.

Bundling and Unbundling

Radiology CPT codes are subject to bundling edits, meaning certain procedures are
considered inclusive of others and should not be billed separately. Awareness of bundling
rules prevents overbilling and reduces the risk of audits.

1. Verify payer-specific coding and billing guidelines.
2. Use correct modifiers to indicate service components.
3. Ensure documentation clearly justifies the procedure code selected.

4. Stay updated with annual CPT code changes and revisions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet?

A 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet is a concise reference guide that lists the most
commonly used Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) codes for radiology procedures
updated for the year 2022, helping medical coders and radiologists accurately code and
bill diagnostic imaging services.

Why is it important to use the 2022 Radiology CPT
Codes Cheat Sheet?

Using the 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet ensures that healthcare providers use
the most current and accurate codes for radiology procedures, which helps prevent billing
errors, facilitates proper reimbursement, and ensures compliance with coding regulations.

Where can I find a reliable 2022 Radiology CPT Codes
Cheat Sheet?

Reliable 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheets can be found on official sources such as
the American Medical Association (AMA) website, professional radiology coding
organizations, or reputable medical coding training platforms.

What are some common radiology CPT codes included



in the 2022 cheat sheet?

Common radiology CPT codes in the 2022 cheat sheet include 71045 (Chest X-ray, single
view), 70450 (CT scan of head/brain without contrast), 71260 (CT scan of chest with
contrast), and 74177 (CT abdomen and pelvis with contrast).

How often are radiology CPT codes updated?

Radiology CPT codes are updated annually by the American Medical Association, typically
released each year to reflect changes in medical technology, procedures, and billing
requirements.

Can the 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet be used
for billing Medicare and Medicaid?

Yes, the 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet aligns with CMS guidelines and can be
used for billing Medicare and Medicaid, but it is important to verify specific payer
requirements and coverage policies.

What are some tips for effectively using the 2022
Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet?

Tips include cross-referencing codes with official CPT manuals, staying updated on code
changes, understanding code descriptions and guidelines, and consulting with billing
specialists to ensure accurate coding and billing.

Are there any new radiology CPT codes introduced in
20227?

Yes, the 2022 CPT update includes new and revised radiology codes to capture emerging
imaging technologies and procedures; users should review the official CPT update
summaries to identify specific changes relevant to radiology.

How does the 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Cheat Sheet
help in medical documentation?

The cheat sheet aids medical documentation by providing quick access to correct CPT
codes, which ensures that radiology reports and billing documents are accurately coded,
reducing errors and improving communication between providers and payers.

Additional Resources

1. 2022 Radiology CPT Codes Quick Reference Guide

This compact guide provides radiologists and medical coders with a clear and concise
overview of the 2022 CPT codes specific to radiology. It highlights the most commonly
used codes, including imaging procedures and interventional radiology. The book is



designed to improve coding accuracy and streamline billing processes, making it an
essential tool for busy professionals.

2. Mastering Radiology Coding: 2022 CPT Edition

A comprehensive manual that dives deep into the complexities of radiology coding for
2022. It covers updates in CPT codes, documentation requirements, and coding tips to
avoid common errors. The book also includes case studies and practice exercises to help
readers master radiology coding efficiently.

3. The Radiology CPT Codes 2022 Cheat Sheet Handbook

This handbook serves as a quick reference for radiologists and coders, summarizing the
2022 CPT codes in an easy-to-navigate format. It emphasizes practical usage, providing
tables, charts, and memory aids to enhance quick decision-making. Ideal for clinical
settings, this cheat sheet minimizes coding errors and maximizes reimbursement.

4. Essential Radiology CPT Coding for 2022

Focused on the essentials, this book breaks down the 2022 radiology CPT codes in simple
language. It explains code definitions, changes from previous years, and guidelines for
appropriate code selection. Perfect for beginners or those needing a refresher, it supports
efficient and compliant coding practices.

5. 2022 CPT Coding and Billing for Radiology Professionals

A detailed guide that integrates CPT coding with billing procedures in radiology practices.
It covers the latest 2022 code updates, payer policies, and compliance issues. Readers will
find practical advice on claim submission, denials, and audit preparation to optimize
revenue cycles.

6. Radiology Coding Made Easy: 2022 CPT Code Edition

Designed to simplify radiology coding, this book explains the 2022 CPT codes with step-by-
step instructions and real-world examples. It helps coders understand complex imaging
procedures and interventional codes, reducing confusion and errors. The clear format
supports efficient workflow for radiology departments.

7. Updated Radiology CPT Code Reference 2022

This reference book offers an exhaustive list of all radiology-related CPT codes updated for
2022. It includes detailed code descriptions, modifiers, and coding tips to ensure accurate
usage. The book is a valuable resource for coding professionals seeking to stay current
with coding standards.

8. Radiology CPT Coding and Compliance: 2022 Edition

Focusing on compliance alongside coding, this book addresses the 2022 CPT codes with
attention to regulatory requirements and audit readiness. It highlights documentation best
practices and potential pitfalls in radiology coding. Useful for both coders and compliance
officers, it helps reduce risks and improve coding integrity.

9. The Ultimate 2022 Radiology CPT Code Cheat Sheet

This ultimate cheat sheet compiles the most important 2022 radiology CPT codes in a
concise, easy-to-use format. Designed for quick referencing during clinical practice, it
supports accurate coding and efficient billing. The book also includes tips on recent code
changes and coding strategies to enhance productivity.
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