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Speed is a critical component of athletic performance across various sports, from soccer to track and field. A
well-structured speed training program can help athletes improve their acceleration, top speed, and overall
performance. The following article presents a comprehensive 6-week speed training program, designed for
athletes of all levels who are looking to enhance their speed and explosiveness. This program combines
different training methodologies, including sprinting drills, strength training, and plyometrics, to create a
holistic approach to speed development.

Understanding Speed Development

Before diving into the specifics of the training program, it is essential to understand the factors that
contribute to speed. These include:

- Acceleration: The ability to increase speed quickly from a stationary position.
- Maximal Velocity: The highest speed an athlete can achieve.
- Speed Endurance: The ability to maintain speed over a distance or period.
- Technique: Efficient running mechanics and form.

Each of these components needs to be addressed in a speed training program to ensure comprehensive
development.

Overview of the Program

The 6-week speed training program is structured into three phases, each lasting two weeks. Each phase
will focus on different aspects of speed development, ensuring a well-rounded approach. The program will
include:

1. Acceleration Drills: Short sprints that focus on quick starts.
2. Max Velocity Drills: Longer sprints that emphasize maintaining top speed.
3. Plyometric Exercises: Movements that develop explosive power.
4. Strength Training: Exercises to build muscular strength and stability.



Phase 1: Base Building (Weeks 1-2)

During the first phase, the focus will be on developing a solid foundation. This phase will include workouts
aimed at improving acceleration and building strength.

Weekly Schedule

- Day 1: Acceleration Work
- 4 x 20m sprints (focus on explosive starts)
- 3 x 30m sprints (full recovery between sprints)

- Day 2: Strength Training
- Squats: 3 sets of 8-10 reps
- Deadlifts: 3 sets of 8-10 reps
- Lunges: 3 sets of 10 reps per leg

- Day 3: Plyometrics
- Box Jumps: 3 sets of 8 reps
- Broad Jumps: 3 sets of 5 reps
- Depth Jumps: 3 sets of 6 reps

- Day 4: Active Recovery
- Light jogging or cycling for 30-45 minutes

- Day 5: Speed Endurance
- 4 x 150m sprints at 80% effort (full recovery between sprints)

- Day 6: Rest

Key Focus Areas

- Technique: Emphasize proper sprinting form, including arm mechanics and body posture.
- Warm-Up: Always include a dynamic warm-up to prepare the body for high-intensity work.

Phase 2: Speed Development (Weeks 3-4)

In this phase, the focus shifts towards improving maximal velocity and incorporating more advanced speed



drills.

Weekly Schedule

- Day 1: Max Velocity Work
- 3 x 60m sprints (with full recovery)
- 3 x 30m flying sprints (build up to 30m, then sprint for 30m)

- Day 2: Strength Training
- Power Cleans: 3 sets of 5 reps
- Single-leg Deadlifts: 3 sets of 8 reps per leg
- Step-ups: 3 sets of 8 reps per leg

- Day 3: Plyometrics
- Tuck Jumps: 3 sets of 6 reps
- Medicine Ball Slams: 3 sets of 10 reps
- Bounding: 3 x 20m

- Day 4: Active Recovery
- Swimming or yoga for flexibility and recovery

- Day 5: Speed Endurance
- 3 x 200m sprints at 85% effort (full recovery between sprints)

- Day 6: Rest

Key Focus Areas

- Speed Mechanics: Focus on driving knees and maintaining a forward lean during sprints.
- Consistency: Ensure that all drills are performed with maximum effort and focus.

Phase 3: Specific Speed Training (Weeks 5-6)

The final phase of the program will integrate all the elements learned in the previous weeks, focusing on
race-specific training.



Weekly Schedule

- Day 1: Race Simulation
- 3 x 100m sprints (focus on race pace)
- 2 x 300m sprints at 90% effort

- Day 2: Strength Training
- Squat Jumps: 3 sets of 5 reps
- Barbell Squats: 3 sets of 5 reps
- Lateral Lunges: 3 sets of 10 reps per leg

- Day 3: Plyometrics
- Single-leg Box Jumps: 3 sets of 5 reps per leg
- Skater Jumps: 3 sets of 8 reps per side
- Vertical Jumps: 3 sets of 6 reps

- Day 4: Active Recovery
- Light jog or brisk walk for 30-45 minutes

- Day 5: Speed Endurance
- 5 x 150m sprints at 95% effort (full recovery between sprints)

- Day 6: Rest

Key Focus Areas

- Race Strategy: Incorporate pacing strategies and mental preparation techniques.
- Recovery: Focus on post-workout nutrition and hydration to aid recovery.

Additional Considerations

Implementing a successful speed training program requires attention to various factors beyond just the
workouts themselves:

- Nutrition: Proper nutrition is critical for performance and recovery. Athletes should focus on a balanced
diet rich in proteins, carbohydrates, and healthy fats.
- Hydration: Staying hydrated is essential for optimal performance. Athletes should drink water before,
during, and after training sessions.
- Rest and Recovery: Adequate sleep and recovery days are vital for muscle repair and growth.



- Injury Prevention: Always listen to your body and avoid pushing through pain. Incorporating flexibility
and mobility work can help reduce the risk of injuries.

Conclusion

The 6-week speed training program outlined above offers a structured approach to enhancing speed for
athletes of all levels. By focusing on acceleration, maximal velocity, and strength, athletes can improve
their overall performance in their respective sports. Remember that consistency, attention to detail, and
recovery are key components of any successful training regimen. With dedication and effort, athletes can
expect to see significant improvements in their speed by the end of this program.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a 6 week speed training program?
A 6 week speed training program is a structured training regimen designed to improve an athlete's speed
and agility over a six-week period, often incorporating various drills, workouts, and recovery techniques.

Who can benefit from a 6 week speed training program?
Athletes of all levels, including runners, football players, soccer players, and track athletes, can benefit from
a speed training program, as it enhances overall performance and reduces the risk of injury.

What are the key components of a speed training program?
Key components typically include sprint intervals, plyometrics, strength training, agility drills, and proper
warm-up and cool-down routines.

How often should I train during the 6 weeks?
Most programs recommend training 3 to 5 times a week, allowing for adequate recovery between sessions
to prevent overtraining.

What type of equipment do I need for a speed training program?
Basic equipment may include cones, hurdles, resistance bands, a stop-watch or timer, and access to a track or
open space for running drills.



Can beginners participate in a 6 week speed training program?
Yes, beginners can participate by starting with foundational exercises and gradually increasing intensity as
they build strength and confidence.

What should my nutrition look like during the training?
A balanced diet rich in carbohydrates, proteins, and healthy fats is essential to fuel workouts and aid
recovery, along with staying hydrated.

How can I measure my progress throughout the 6 weeks?
Progress can be measured by tracking sprint times, improvements in agility drills, and overall fitness
levels, along with keeping a training log.

What are common mistakes to avoid in a speed training program?
Common mistakes include skipping warm-ups, overtraining, neglecting recovery, and not focusing on
proper form during drills.
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