
a bad case of stripes by david shannon

a bad case of stripes by david shannon is a beloved children’s picture book that has captivated readers with
its imaginative storyline and vibrant illustrations. This unique story explores themes of individuality, self-
acceptance, and the consequences of peer pressure through the experiences of a young girl named Camilla
Cream, who wakes up one day covered in colorful stripes. Written and illustrated by David Shannon, the
book combines humor and a meaningful message, making it a popular choice for parents, educators, and
children alike. This article provides an in-depth look at the book’s plot, characters, themes, and educational
value, while also examining its lasting impact in children’s literature. Readers will gain comprehensive
insights into why a bad case of stripes by david shannon remains an essential story for young audiences.
The following sections will cover the background of the book, its detailed plot summary, character analysis,
thematic elements, and practical applications in educational settings.
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Background and Publication
a bad case of stripes by david shannon was first published in 1998, marking one of Shannon’s early forays
into children’s literature. David Shannon is an acclaimed author and illustrator known for his ability to
create engaging, colorful, and humorous books for young readers. The story was inspired by Shannon’s
desire to address important social issues such as conformity and self-expression in a manner accessible to
children. The book quickly gained popularity for its unique narrative and striking visual presentation,
becoming a staple in libraries and classrooms across the United States and beyond. Since its release, it has
been translated into multiple languages and continues to inspire new generations of readers.



Plot Summary
The plot of a bad case of stripes by david shannon follows Camilla Cream, a young girl who is very
concerned about fitting in with her peers and pleasing others. One morning, Camilla wakes up to find that
her skin is covered in bright, multicolored stripes. As the story progresses, her stripes change to various
patterns, shapes, and even images depending on who is observing her and what she fears others will think.

Camilla’s Transformation
Camilla’s transformation is central to the story, illustrating how her anxiety about others’ opinions manifests
physically. Despite numerous attempts to hide her condition, her stripes become more pronounced and
bizarre as she tries to conform to expectations. This physical change symbolizes the internal struggle many
children face with identity and peer pressure.

The Resolution
The climax occurs when Camilla visits a doctor who finally diagnoses her condition as being caused by her
fear of not fitting in. The cure comes only when Camilla embraces her true self, regardless of what others
think. Her stripes disappear, and she returns to her normal appearance, learning a valuable lesson about self-
acceptance and authenticity.

Main Characters
Understanding the characters in a bad case of stripes by david shannon helps to appreciate the story’s depth
and educational value. Each character plays a specific role in conveying the book’s messages.

Camilla Cream
The protagonist, Camilla Cream, is characterized by her initial concern with fitting in and her eventual
journey toward self-acceptance. She represents children who struggle with identity and peer pressure,
making her relatable to young readers.

Supporting Characters
The supporting characters, including Camilla’s family, friends, classmates, and the doctor, serve as
contrasting figures who influence her decisions and highlight societal expectations. Their reactions to
Camilla’s stripes demonstrate common attitudes towards differences and conformity.



Themes and Messages
a bad case of stripes by david shannon is rich with themes that resonate with both children and adults. The
story’s central messages focus on individuality, self-expression, and overcoming fear of judgment.

Individuality and Self-Acceptance
One of the primary themes is the importance of embracing one’s unique identity. Camilla’s struggle and
eventual acceptance of herself encourage readers to value their own differences rather than hiding or
changing to fit societal norms.

Peer Pressure and Conformity
The book also examines the pressures children face to conform to their peers’ expectations. Camilla’s
physical transformation serves as a metaphor for how conformity can feel restrictive and unnatural,
emphasizing the negative impact of succumbing to peer pressure.

Fear and Anxiety
Camilla’s fear of being different highlights common childhood anxieties. The story encourages open
communication and self-confidence as ways to overcome these fears, promoting emotional resilience.

Emphasizes the value of being true to oneself

Illustrates the consequences of trying to please everyone

Encourages acceptance and kindness towards differences

Highlights the importance of overcoming fear and anxiety

Illustrations and Style
The distinctive style of a bad case of stripes by david shannon greatly contributes to its appeal. Shannon’s
colorful and dynamic illustrations bring the story to life, engaging children visually while reinforcing the
narrative’s themes.

Use of Color and Patterns
The vibrant stripes and changing patterns on Camilla’s body are depicted with vivid colors and creative
designs. This visual element symbolizes the fluctuating nature of her emotions and social pressures, making



the abstract concepts accessible to young audiences.

Humor and Expressiveness
Despite the serious themes, Shannon incorporates humor through exaggerated expressions and whimsical
details. This balance keeps the story lighthearted and enjoyable, fostering a positive reading experience that
encourages discussion.

Educational Use and Benefits
a bad case of stripes by david shannon is widely used in educational settings for its valuable lessons and
engaging storytelling. It serves as a tool for teaching social-emotional learning, diversity, and self-esteem.

Classroom Applications
Teachers often use the book to initiate conversations about individuality, peer pressure, and acceptance.
Activities may include:

Group discussions on personal experiences with fitting in

Art projects where children create their own “stripes” representing their uniqueness

Role-playing exercises to practice empathy and kindness

Writing prompts encouraging self-reflection and expression

Benefits for Children
The book helps children develop a stronger sense of identity and emotional intelligence. It encourages
critical thinking about social norms and promotes a supportive environment for diversity. Furthermore, its
accessible language and captivating illustrations make it suitable for a range of age groups, from preschool to
elementary school.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Bad Case of Stripes' by David Shannon?
The main theme of 'A Bad Case of Stripes' is the importance of being true to oneself and embracing



individuality instead of succumbing to peer pressure or trying to fit in.

Who is the protagonist in 'A Bad Case of Stripes' and what problem does
she face?
The protagonist is a young girl named Camilla Cream who wakes up one day covered in colorful stripes
and changes appearance frequently, which symbolizes her struggle with self-acceptance and identity.

How does 'A Bad Case of Stripes' address the concept of peer pressure?
The book shows how Camilla changes her behavior and appearance to please others, illustrating the
negative effects of peer pressure and the importance of self-confidence.

What role do Camilla's parents play in the story?
Camilla's parents initially worry about her condition and try to help her fit in, but eventually support her
in embracing her true self, highlighting the role of family support in self-acceptance.

How does the story resolve Camilla's condition?
Camilla's condition disappears when she finally accepts and loves who she really is, demonstrating that self-
acceptance can overcome external pressures and fears.

What makes David Shannon's illustrations in 'A Bad Case of Stripes'
unique?
Shannon's vibrant and detailed illustrations vividly portray Camilla's ever-changing stripes and emotions,
enhancing the story's message about identity and self-expression.

Why is 'A Bad Case of Stripes' considered a valuable book for children?
The book encourages children to celebrate their uniqueness, promotes self-esteem, and provides a creative
way to discuss topics like conformity, individuality, and peer pressure.

Additional Resources
1. Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio
This inspiring story follows Grace, a young girl who decides to run for class president and learns about
leadership, determination, and the importance of voting. Like *A Bad Case of Stripes*, it encourages
children to be confident in themselves and to embrace their unique qualities. The book uses colorful
illustrations and relatable characters to engage young readers.



2. Not Norman: A Goldfish Story by Kelly Bennett
This heartwarming tale tells the story of a boy who expects a perfect pet but ends up with a less-than-ideal
goldfish named Norman. The story highlights themes of acceptance and finding joy in unexpected
situations, much like *A Bad Case of Stripes* teaches children to accept themselves even when they feel
different.

3. Elmer by David McKee
Elmer is a patchwork elephant who is different from the other elephants in his herd. This classic story
celebrates individuality and diversity, encouraging children to embrace what makes them unique. The
bright, colorful illustrations and simple text make it a great companion to *A Bad Case of Stripes*.

4. Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes
Chrysanthemum is a young mouse who loves her name until she starts school and other children tease her
for it. This book gently explores issues of self-esteem and bullying, with a message about the importance of
loving yourself, much like the themes found in *A Bad Case of Stripes*.

5. Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun: Having the Courage to Be Who You Are by Maria Dismondy
This story follows a young girl who learns to be proud of her differences despite teasing from her peers. It
encourages children to be courageous and true to themselves, paralleling the message of self-acceptance in
*A Bad Case of Stripes*.

6. Pink Is for Boys by Robb Pearlman
This vibrant book challenges gender stereotypes and encourages kids to embrace colors, toys, and activities
they love, regardless of societal expectations. Like *A Bad Case of Stripes*, it celebrates individuality and
the freedom to express oneself authentically.

7. The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt
In this creative and humorous story, crayons write letters to their owner, expressing their feelings and
frustrations. The book highlights the importance of understanding different perspectives and valuing
diversity, connecting well with the themes of self-expression in *A Bad Case of Stripes*.

8. I Like Myself! by Karen Beaumont
This joyful book celebrates self-love and confidence, encouraging children to appreciate themselves just as
they are. Its playful rhymes and lively illustrations make it an excellent read alongside *A Bad Case of
Stripes*, reinforcing messages about self-acceptance.

9. Stand Tall, Molly Lou Melon by Patty Lovell
Molly Lou Melon is a small girl with a big personality who faces teasing with confidence and pride. This
book teaches children to be proud of their uniqueness and to stand up for themselves, echoing the
empowering themes found in *A Bad Case of Stripes*.
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