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A History of Latin America Volume 2: Independence to Present by Benjamin Keen
is an essential resource for anyone looking to understand the intricate
tapestry of historical events that have shaped Latin America from the early
19th century to contemporary times. Keen's work stands out for its in-depth
analysis, comprehensive coverage, and engaging narrative style. This article
delves into the key themes, events, and figures presented in this volume,
providing readers with a structured overview of the significant
transformations that have taken place in Latin America since the era of
independence.

Overview of the Volume

Keen's "A History of Latin America Volume 2" is a continuation of his
exploration of Latin American history, following the first volume that covers
pre-Columbian times to the dawn of independence movements. This second volume
picks up in the early 1800s, a period marked by revolutions, nation-building,
and the struggle for identity amidst colonial legacies. The book is
meticulously structured, allowing readers to follow the chronological
developments while highlighting the interconnections between various
countries and regions.

Key Themes

Throughout the volume, Keen emphasizes several key themes that recur in Latin
America's journey toward independence and beyond:

1. The Struggle for Independence

The quest for independence is a central focus of this volume, with Keen
detailing the various revolutions that took place across Latin America. Key
figures such as Simén Bolivar, José de San Martin, and Miguel Hidalgo emerge
as pivotal leaders in the fight against Spanish colonial rule. Keen discusses
not only their achievements but also the social and economic conditions that
fueled these movements.

2. Nation-Building and Political Challenges



After achieving independence, Latin American nations faced the daunting task
of nation-building. Keen explores the political instability that
characterized many countries during the 19th century, marked by:

e Frequent changes in government

e Regional conflicts

e Struggles between liberal and conservative ideologies

He also examines the impact of foreign intervention and the influence of the
United States, particularly during the 19th and early 20th centuries.

3. Economic Development and Dependency

Keen addresses the economic transformations that occurred in Latin America
post-independence, highlighting the transition from colonial economies to
more diversified market systems. However, he also notes the persistent
challenges of economic dependency, particularly on foreign powers and global
markets, which limited the region's autonomy and development.

4. Social Inequality and Reform Movements

The volume sheds light on the persistent social inequalities that plagued
Latin American societies. Keen provides insights into various reform
movements aimed at addressing issues such as:

1. Poverty

2. Land distribution

3. Indigenous rights

4. Labor rights

These movements often faced significant resistance from entrenched elites,
leading to social unrest and revolutions throughout the 20th century.

5. The Cold War and Its Aftermath



Keen discusses the impact of the Cold War on Latin America, focusing on how
the geopolitical climate influenced internal politics and conflicts. The rise
of revolutionary movements, such as those in Cuba and Nicaragua, is examined
alongside the response of the United States, which often involved support for
authoritarian regimes to curb leftist movements.

Major Events and Periods

Keen's narrative is rich with significant events that shaped Latin America's
trajectory. Some of the major events and periods covered include:

1. The Age of Revolutions (1800s)

The early 19th century marked a turning point for Latin America as various
colonies began to fight for independence. Keen provides a detailed account
of:

- The causes of the revolutions, including Enlightenment ideas and social
discontent.

- Key battles and campaigns that led to independence.

- The role of external influences, such as the American and French
Revolutions.

2. The Liberal vs. Conservative Wars (Mid-1800s)

Following independence, many Latin American countries faced internal
divisions that manifested in conflicts between liberal and conservative
factions. Keen highlights:

- The varying visions for the future of these nations.

- The impact of these wars on national identities and political structures.
- The emergence of caudillos (military leaders) who often filled power
vacuums.

3. The Mexican Revolution (1910-1920)

This pivotal event is discussed in detail, emphasizing its social, political,
and economic dimensions. Keen explores:

- The causes of the revolution, including land reform and economic
inequality.

- The key figures involved, such as Francisco I. Madero, Emiliano Zapata, and
Pancho Villa.



- The lasting impact of the revolution on Mexican society and politics.

4. The Rise of Populism (Mid-20th Century)

Keen analyzes the rise of populist leaders across Latin America, such as Juan
Domingo Perdn in Argentina and Getldlio Vargas in Brazil. He discusses:

- Their appeal to the masses and the role of nationalism.
- The economic policies implemented and their outcomes.
- The backlash against populism and the return of authoritarian regimes.

5. The Modern Era (Late 20th Century to Present)

In the concluding sections, Keen examines contemporary issues facing Latin
America, including:

- The challenges of democracy and governance.
- The effects of globalization and economic integration.
- Ongoing struggles for social justice and human rights.

Conclusion

A History of Latin America Volume 2: Independence to Present by Benjamin Keen
serves as an invaluable contribution to the understanding of Latin American
history. By weaving together the complex narratives of independence,
political struggles, and social issues, Keen provides a comprehensive
framework for understanding the region's past and present. His ability to
connect historical events with broader themes makes this volume a must-read
for students, educators, and anyone interested in the dynamic and diverse
history of Latin America.

In conclusion, Keen's work not only highlights the triumphs and challenges
faced by Latin American nations but also encourages readers to reflect on the
region's ongoing journey toward establishing a more just and equitable
society. As Latin America continues to evolve, the lessons learned from its
history remain relevant and essential for fostering a deeper understanding of
the complexities that define this vibrant part of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the major themes addressed in 'A History of
Latin America Volume 2' by Benjamin Keen?

The major themes include the struggle for independence, the impact of
colonial legacies, the development of national identities, social and
economic transformations, and the influence of global power dynamics in
shaping modern Latin America.

How does Keen's work contextualize the independence
movements in Latin America?

Keen contextualizes the independence movements by examining the political,
social, and economic factors that fueled revolutionary sentiments, as well as
the influence of Enlightenment ideas and external pressures, such as
Napoleonic Wars in Europe.

What does 'A History of Latin America Volume 2'
reveal about the role of indigenous populations in
the independence process?

Keen reveals that indigenous populations played a complex role in the
independence process, often facing marginalization but also actively
participating in resistance movements, which shaped the outcomes of the
revolutions and subsequent nation-building efforts.

How does Keen address the impact of U.S. foreign
policy on Latin America in the post-independence
era?

Keen discusses how U.S. foreign policy, particularly the Monroe Doctrine and
later interventions, affected Latin American sovereignty, influenced
political regimes, and contributed to economic dependency, shaping the
region's development throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.

In what ways does the book highlight the social
changes in Latin America from independence to the
present?

The book highlights social changes by exploring issues such as class
struggles, gender roles, the rise of populism, and movements for social
justice, illustrating how these factors have evolved and influenced
contemporary Latin American societies.
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