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a killer angels companion d scott hartwig provides an essential guide and in-depth exploration of D. Scott
Hartwig’s companion work to the acclaimed historical novel *The Killer Angels* by Michael Shaara. This
companion book serves as a valuable resource for readers, historians, and Civil War enthusiasts seeking a
richer understanding of the Battle of Gettysburg and the complex personalities involved. In this article, the
focus will be on the scope, content, and significance of *A Killer Angels Companion*, highlighting how
Hartwig’s detailed research enhances comprehension of the original novel’s historical context. The
discussion will also cover the structure of the companion, its contributions to Civil War scholarship, and its
enduring relevance for readers who want to delve deeper into the events surrounding *The Killer
Angels*. Through this comprehensive overview, readers will gain insight into why this companion book is
considered a vital supplement for anyone interested in Civil War history and literature.
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Overview of A Killer Angels Companion by D. Scott Hartwig
A Killer Angels Companion D Scott Hartwig is a meticulously researched guide that complements Michael
Shaara’s Pulitzer Prize-winning novel *The Killer Angels*. This companion book expands on the historical
narrative presented in the novel, offering readers additional commentary, maps, timelines, and biographical
details that enhance understanding of the Battle of Gettysburg. Hartwig’s work serves to bridge the gap
between historical fiction and factual history, making it easier for readers to distinguish between the
dramatized elements of the novel and the actual events. By providing this detailed framework, Hartwig
helps readers appreciate the complexity and significance of the Gettysburg campaign, as well as the
strategic decisions made by key military leaders.



Content and Structure of the Companion
The structure of A Killer Angels Companion is designed to support both casual readers and serious
historians. The book is organized into sections that correspond closely with the chapters and events in
Shaara’s novel, allowing readers to cross-reference and deepen their understanding as they progress
through the story. Each section includes:

Historical background and context for the events described

Biographical sketches of principal figures

Detailed maps illustrating troop movements and battlefield geography

Analysis of military strategies and tactics employed during the battle

Explanations of key turning points and their implications

This comprehensive approach ensures that readers can grasp the broader military and political
environment of the Civil War while focusing on the pivotal moments depicted in the novel.

Biographical Insights
One of the standout features of Hartwig’s companion is the in-depth biographical information on central
characters such as Robert E. Lee, James Longstreet, George Meade, and Joshua Chamberlain. These profiles
provide nuanced perspectives on their motivations, leadership styles, and personal conflicts, enriching the
reader’s appreciation of their roles in the Gettysburg battle.

Historical Context and Accuracy
A Killer Angels Companion D Scott Hartwig prioritizes historical accuracy and situates the Battle of
Gettysburg within the larger framework of the American Civil War. Hartwig draws on primary sources,
official records, and contemporary accounts to verify the details presented in Shaara’s narrative. This
commitment to accuracy helps correct common misconceptions and clarifies the timeline of events leading
up to and following the battle. The companion also addresses the political and social climate of the era,
offering readers a more complete picture of the stakes involved and the consequences of the Union victory
at Gettysburg.



Comparison with The Killer Angels
The companion frequently contrasts the fictionalized elements of Shaara’s novel with documented historical
facts. This comparative analysis allows readers to discern creative liberties taken for narrative purposes and
appreciate the underlying truth of the story. Such distinctions are invaluable for educators and students
using the novel as a teaching tool.

Key Figures and Personalities Explored
Hartwig’s companion delves deeply into the personalities that shaped the outcome of Gettysburg. Through
detailed profiles and psychological insights, readers gain a better understanding of the generals and soldiers
whose decisions influenced the battle’s trajectory.

Robert E. Lee and James Longstreet
The dynamic between Confederate General Robert E. Lee and his trusted subordinate James Longstreet is
a central theme in both the novel and the companion. Hartwig explores their strategic disagreements and
personal rapport, providing context for their contrasting approaches to battle and leadership.

Union Leadership
The companion also examines Union commanders, including George Meade and Joshua Chamberlain,
highlighting their tactical ingenuity and the challenges they faced in uniting disparate forces under a
common cause. These profiles underscore the complexity of command and the human element driving
military decisions.

Educational and Scholarly Value
A Killer Angels Companion D Scott Hartwig is widely regarded as an indispensable educational tool for
students, educators, and Civil War scholars. Its detailed annotations and contextual explanations make it
ideal for classroom use and academic study. The companion’s thorough documentation and critical analysis
contribute to ongoing scholarship on the Gettysburg campaign and Civil War historiography.

Use in Academic Settings
Educators incorporate Hartwig’s companion to enhance students’ understanding of military history,
leadership, and the ethical complexities of war. The book’s accessible language and structured format
facilitate engagement with primary sources and historical interpretation.



Contribution to Civil War Scholarship
By synthesizing a wide range of historical materials, Hartwig’s work provides a foundation for further
research. It encourages readers to explore beyond the novel and engage critically with the historical record,
fostering a deeper appreciation for the nuances of Civil War history.

Impact on Readers and Civil War Enthusiasts
The legacy of *A Killer Angels Companion* lies in its ability to enrich the reading experience of *The
Killer Angels* and inspire a sustained interest in the Civil War. For enthusiasts, the companion offers:

Enhanced comprehension of complex military strategies

Greater insight into the personal struggles of historical figures

A clearer understanding of the battle’s significance in American history

Resources for further exploration, including recommended readings and primary documents

This comprehensive resource helps transform readers’ engagement from passive enjoyment to active
learning, deepening their connection to one of the most studied battles in American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is D. Scott Hartwig in relation to 'A Killer Angels Companion'?
D. Scott Hartwig is the author of 'A Killer Angels Companion,' a detailed guide and companion book to
Michael Shaara's novel 'The Killer Angels.'

What is the purpose of 'A Killer Angels Companion' by D. Scott Hartwig?
'A Killer Angels Companion' serves to provide historical context, analysis, and additional information to
enhance the reader's understanding of Michael Shaara's 'The Killer Angels.'

Does D. Scott Hartwig's companion book include historical maps and
timelines?
Yes, Hartwig's companion includes detailed maps, timelines, and battle analysis to help readers visualize
and understand the Gettysburg Campaign more thoroughly.



How does D. Scott Hartwig's work complement Michael Shaara's 'The
Killer Angels'?
Hartwig's companion offers factual background, clarifies historical events, and explains the real-life figures
portrayed in Shaara's fictionalized narrative, making the story more accessible and informative.

Is 'A Killer Angels Companion' suitable for readers new to Civil War
history?
Yes, the companion is designed to be accessible for both newcomers and enthusiasts by breaking down
complex military strategies and historical details related to the Battle of Gettysburg.

What kind of additional content does D. Scott Hartwig include in his
companion book?
The book includes character biographies, historical notes, analysis of battle strategies, and explanations of the
political and military context of the Civil War era.

When was 'A Killer Angels Companion' by D. Scott Hartwig published?
The exact publication date varies by edition, but the companion book was published after Michael Shaara's
'The Killer Angels,' primarily in the 1990s and afterward as a supplemental guide.

Can 'A Killer Angels Companion' be used as an educational resource?
Yes, educators and students often use Hartwig's companion as a supplemental resource to gain a deeper
understanding of the Battle of Gettysburg and the historical background of 'The Killer Angels.'

Does D. Scott Hartwig provide insights into the characters' historical
accuracy in 'A Killer Angels Companion'?
Yes, Hartwig examines how closely the characters in 'The Killer Angels' align with their real historical
counterparts and discusses any artistic liberties taken by Shaara.

Where can readers find 'A Killer Angels Companion' by D. Scott
Hartwig?
The companion book is available through major book retailers, libraries, and sometimes as part of special
editions of 'The Killer Angels' or through online marketplaces.



Additional Resources
1. The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara
This historical novel vividly recounts the Battle of Gettysburg during the American Civil War. It delves
into the perspectives of key figures such as Robert E. Lee, Joshua Chamberlain, and James Longstreet. The
book provides an intimate portrayal of the strategies, emotions, and conflicts faced by soldiers and
commanders alike.

2. Gods and Generals by Jeff Shaara
Serving as a prequel to The Killer Angels, this novel explores the early years of the Civil War. It focuses
on the lives of prominent leaders like Stonewall Jackson and Robert E. Lee, highlighting their personal and
military challenges. The narrative sets the stage for the events that culminate at Gettysburg.

3. The Last Full Measure by Jeff Shaara
This sequel to The Killer Angels follows the final year of the Civil War, from the Battle of Gettysburg
through to Appomattox. It emphasizes the experiences of Union and Confederate soldiers and leaders as the
war reaches its climax. The book offers a compelling conclusion to the Shaara family’s Civil War trilogy.

4. War Between Brothers: The Confederacy, the Union and the War of Their Fathers by Russell
Freedman
This nonfiction work explores the Civil War through the lens of personal stories and historical context. It
provides insights into the motivations and experiences of those who fought on both sides. The book is an
accessible companion for readers interested in the human side of the conflict.

5. Gettysburg: The Last Invasion by Allen C. Guelzo
A detailed and authoritative account of the Battle of Gettysburg, this book combines strategic analysis with
eyewitness testimonies. Guelzo examines the decisions that shaped the battle’s outcome and its significance
in the broader war. It is a valuable resource for understanding the complexities behind the historic clash.

6. Fields of Fury: The American Civil War by James M. McPherson
This comprehensive history of the Civil War covers major battles, political developments, and social
changes of the era. McPherson’s engaging prose makes complex events accessible and compelling. The book
provides essential background for readers interested in the context of The Killer Angels.

7. Blue and Gray: The Story of the Civil War by Bruce Catton
A classic narrative history, this book explores the causes, battles, and aftermath of the Civil War. Catton’s
storytelling brings to life the experiences of soldiers and civilians caught in the conflict. It serves as an
excellent introduction to the war’s sweeping impact on America.

8. Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: Perspectives on the Speech That Defined America by Gabor S. Boritt
This collection analyzes President Abraham Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg Address and its enduring legacy.
Contributors explore the speech’s historical context, rhetorical power, and cultural significance. The book
enriches understanding of one of the most important moments connected to the Battle of Gettysburg.



9. Company Aytch: A Confederate Memoir of the Civil War by Sam R. Watkins
This firsthand account offers a soldier’s perspective on the experiences of a Confederate infantryman.
Watkins shares vivid details of camp life, battles, and the hardships endured by Confederate troops. The
memoir complements the narrative style of The Killer Angels with authentic personal reflections.
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