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The Great Depression, which began in 1929 and lasted throughout most of the
1930s, was a period of severe economic downturn that affected millions of
Americans. In response to this unprecedented crisis, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt implemented the New Deal, a series of programs, public work
projects, financial reforms, and regulations aimed at stimulating economic
recovery. Understanding the New Deal and its impact is crucial for students
studying American history, and worksheets designed to guide learners through
this topic often include questions that require thoughtful answers. This
article will explore key aspects of the New Deal and provide insights into
typical worksheet questions and their answers.

The Context of the Great Depression

Before delving into the specifics of the New Deal, it is essential to grasp
the context in which it was developed:

Economic Collapse

- The stock market crash of 1929 led to widespread bank failures.

- Unemployment rates soared, peaking at around 25%.

- Many businesses shuttered, and agriculture suffered due to a combination of
drought and economic hardship.

Social Impact

- Families were displaced, and homelessness increased significantly.

- The Dust Bowl compounded agricultural issues, leading to mass migrations.
- Psychological impacts included despair and a loss of hope among many
citizens.

The New Deal: An Overview

The New Deal encompassed a variety of programs and reforms aimed at
revitalizing the American economy and providing relief to those suffering
from the effects of the Great Depression.



Three Main Goals

The New Deal was built upon three primary objectives, often referred to as
the "Three Rs":

1. Relief: Immediate help for the unemployed and those in distress.
2. Recovery: Initiatives aimed at stimulating economic growth.
3. Reform: Changes to prevent future economic crises.

Key Programs and Agencies

Several programs and agencies were created under the New Deal, each targeting
different aspects of the economic crisis:

- Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): Provided jobs for young men in
environmental conservation projects.

- Works Progress Administration (WPA): Funded public works projects, creating
millions of jobs.

- Social Security Act: Established a safety net for the elderly and disabled.
- Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC): Protected bank deposits to
restore public confidence in the financial system.

- National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA): Promoted industrial growth and
fair labor standards.

Worksheet Questions and Answers

Worksheets on the New Deal will often include a variety of questions that
require students to engage critically with the material. Below are common
types of questions and suggested answers.

1. What were the primary goals of the New Deal?

The primary goals of the New Deal were relief for the unemployed and those in
distress, recovery of the economy to normal levels, and reform of the
financial system to prevent a future depression.

2. Identify and describe two key programs from the
New Deal. How did they contribute to economic
recovery?

- Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC): This program employed young men to work



on environmental projects. By providing jobs, it helped reduce unemployment
and instilled a sense of purpose among participants.

- Works Progress Administration (WPA): The WPA funded a wide range of public
works projects, including roads, schools, and hospitals. It not only created
jobs but also improved the nation’s infrastructure, contributing to long-term
economic growth.

3. Discuss the significance of the Social Security
Act. What impact did it have on American society?

The Social Security Act was significant because it established a federal
safety net for the elderly, unemployed, and disabled. It provided financial
assistance, which helped reduce poverty among vulnerable populations. Over
time, it evolved into one of the cornerstones of the American welfare system.

4. Explain how the New Deal aimed to restore public
confidence in the banking system.

The New Deal aimed to restore public confidence through the establishment of
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). By insuring deposits up to
a certain amount, the FDIC reassured citizens that their money was safe,

which encouraged them to return to banks and stabilize the financial system.

5. Analyze the long-term effects of the New Deal on
American government and society.

The long-term effects of the New Deal include:

- Expansion of the federal government’s role in the economy and social
welfare.

- Establishment of regulatory frameworks that continue to influence economic
policy.

- A shift in public expectations regarding government responsibility for
citizens' welfare, leading to the development of various social programs in
subsequent decades.

Critiques and Challenges of the New Deal

While the New Deal had many supporters, it also faced criticism from various
political and economic perspectives.



Opposition from the Right

- Critics argued that the New Deal expanded government too much and intruded
on free market principles.

- Business leaders were concerned about increased regulations and taxes that
could stifle economic growth.

Opposition from the Left

- Some leftist critics believed the New Deal did not go far enough in
addressing social injustices and economic inequality.

- Figures like Huey Long and Father Charles Coughlin proposed more radical
reforms, advocating for wealth redistribution and more extensive social
programs.

Conclusion

The New Deal was a monumental response to the Great Depression, and its
effects are still felt today. Understanding the New Deal through worksheets
and guided questions allows students to appreciate both its historical
significance and its lasting impact on American society. By exploring the
goals, key programs, critiques, and long-term consequences, learners can gain
a comprehensive understanding of how a nation can respond to economic crisis.
The New Deal not only aimed to alleviate the immediate hardships of the
Depression but also shaped the future role of government in the lives of its
citizens, fostering an enduring debate about the balance between individual
liberty and social responsibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main goals of the New Deal in
combating the Great Depression?

The main goals of the New Deal were to provide immediate economic relief,
promote recovery of the economy, and implement reforms to prevent future
depressions. This included creating jobs, supporting farmers, and stabilizing
the banking system.

What were some key programs introduced in the New
Deal?

Key programs included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Public Works
Administration (PWA), the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA), and



the Social Security Act. Each aimed to address different aspects of the
economic crisis.

How did the New Deal impact employment during the
Great Depression?

The New Deal significantly improved employment by creating millions of jobs
through public works projects and government programs, which helped reduce
unemployment rates from around 25% in 1933 to approximately 14% by 1937.

What role did the Federal Reserve play in the New
Deal's success?

The Federal Reserve's role was crucial in stabilizing the banking system
through measures such as increasing the money supply and lowering interest
rates, which helped restore public confidence in banks and encourage lending.

What criticisms did the New Deal face during its
implementation?

Critics argued that the New Deal expanded the federal government's role too
much, created dependency on government assistance, and did not do enough to
help the poorest Americans. Some also believed it hindered economic recovery
by increasing regulation.
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