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A Practical Study of Argument 7th Edition by Trudy Govier is an essential resource for students and
anyone interested in enhancing their skills in argumentation and critical thinking. This
comprehensive guide not only covers the fundamentals of constructing and analyzing arguments but
also delves into the nuances of effective communication and persuasion. In this article, we will
explore the key themes and features of this edition, examining how it serves as a practical
companion for learners and practitioners alike.

Overview of the Text

A Practical Study of Argument is structured to provide a clear, accessible approach to understanding
arguments. Trudy Govier’s writing is characterized by its clarity and straightforwardness, making
complex concepts easier to digest. The 7th edition has been updated to reflect contemporary issues
and examples, ensuring relevance to today's readers.

Structure and Organization

The book is organized into several key sections:

1. Introduction to Arguments: This section lays the foundation for understanding what arguments
are, distinguishing between arguments and non-arguments, and introducing the basic components of
arguments.

2. Types of Arguments: Here, Govier categorizes arguments into deductive and inductive reasoning,
discussing their characteristics and how they are used in everyday life.

3. Evaluating Arguments: This critical section focuses on how to assess the strength and validity of
arguments, including discussions on fallacies and biases that can undermine reasoning.

4. Constructing Arguments: The author provides practical techniques for developing sound
arguments, emphasizing clarity, coherence, and persuasiveness.

5. Special Topics: The book also explores issues like emotional appeals, rhetoric, and the role of
context in argumentation.

Key Themes

Several key themes run throughout A Practical Study of Argument, contributing to its effectiveness
as a teaching tool.

Critical Thinking Skills



One of the primary goals of the book is to foster critical thinking skills. Govier emphasizes the
importance of questioning assumptions, evaluating evidence, and recognizing biases in both one’s
reasoning and that of others. This theme is reinforced through:

- Case Studies: Real-world examples illustrate how critical thinking applies to various contexts, from
everyday discussions to academic debates.

- Exercises: Each chapter includes practice questions and exercises that encourage readers to apply
what they’ve learned, reinforcing their critical thinking abilities.

Clarity and Precision in Communication

Govier advocates for clarity and precision in argumentation. She argues that effective arguments are
those that can be understood easily by the audience. Key strategies include:

- Clear Definitions: The book encourages readers to define terms clearly to avoid misunderstandings.
- Logical Structure: Govier stresses the importance of organizing arguments logically, using
premises to support conclusions directly.

The Role of Emotions in Argumentation

Another significant theme in the book is the interplay between reason and emotion. While logical
reasoning is crucial, Govier acknowledges that emotions can play a powerful role in persuasion. She
discusses:

- Emotional Appeals: The effective use of pathos in arguments, where emotional engagement can
help persuade an audience.

- Ethical Considerations: The ethical implications of manipulating emotions in argumentation, urging
readers to consider the moral responsibilities that come with persuasive communication.

Practical Applications

A Practical Study of Argument serves not only as an academic text but also as a practical guide for
everyday situations. The skills developed through this book can be applied in various contexts,
including:

Academic Settings

Students can utilize the argumentation strategies outlined in the book for:

- Writing Papers: Understanding how to construct strong arguments can enhance the quality of
academic writing.

- Participating in Debates: The skills learned can help students articulate their positions effectively
during discussions and debates.



Professional Environments

In the workplace, the principles of argumentation can enhance communication skills, aiding in:

- Persuasive Presentations: Professionals can apply the techniques for structuring arguments to
create compelling presentations.

- Negotiations: Understanding how to evaluate and construct arguments can improve negotiation
tactics and outcomes.

Personal Relationships

The application of effective argumentation extends to personal interactions as well. Skills learned
from the book can help individuals in:

- Conflict Resolution: Applying critical thinking can lead to more constructive discussions during
disagreements.

- Persuasive Communication: Enhancing one’s ability to persuade others in various personal
situations, from advocating for a cause to discussing family matters.

Conclusion

In summary, A Practical Study of Argument 7th Edition by Trudy Govier is a vital resource for
anyone looking to improve their argumentation and critical thinking skills. The book’s structured
approach, combined with its emphasis on clarity, emotional engagement, and ethical considerations,
makes it applicable in both academic and real-world settings. By engaging with the material, readers
will not only enhance their understanding of arguments but also become more effective
communicators. Whether in the classroom, workplace, or personal life, the principles outlined in this
book will empower individuals to engage in reasoned discourse and navigate the complexities of
argumentation with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of ‘A Practical Study of Argument' by
Trudy Govier?

The main focus of 'A Practical Study of Argument' is to provide readers with a comprehensive
understanding of argumentation, including how to analyze, construct, and evaluate arguments
effectively.

How does the 7th edition differ from previous editions?

The 7th edition features updated examples, expanded discussions on contemporary issues, and
enhanced pedagogical features designed to engage students more deeply in the study of



argumentation.

What are some key components of a strong argument
according to Govier?

Key components of a strong argument include clear premises, valid reasoning, sound evidence, and
the ability to address counterarguments effectively.

Does the 7th edition include discussions on fallacies?

Yes, the 7th edition includes thorough discussions on various logical fallacies, helping readers to
identify and avoid flawed reasoning in arguments.

Who is the intended audience for 'A Practical Study of
Argument'?

The intended audience includes students and instructors in philosophy, communication, and writing
courses, as well as anyone interested in improving their critical thinking and argumentative skills.

What pedagogical tools does the 7th edition offer?

The 7th edition offers a range of pedagogical tools including exercises, discussion questions, and
online resources to enhance learning and engagement.

Are there any specific contemporary issues addressed in the
7th edition?

Yes, the 7th edition addresses contemporary issues such as climate change, social justice, and
technology, providing relevant examples for students to analyze.

How does Govier's approach to argumentation differ from
traditional logic?

Govier's approach emphasizes practical reasoning and the contextual aspects of argumentation,
rather than solely focusing on formal logic and structure.

What skills does 'A Practical Study of Argument' aim to
develop in readers?

The book aims to develop critical thinking, analytical skills, effective communication, and the ability
to construct and deconstruct arguments in various contexts.
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