
a raisin in the sun analysis

A Raisin in the Sun Analysis delves into the complexities of dreams, identity, and the African American

experience in the mid-20th century. Lorraine Hansberry’s groundbreaking play, first performed in 1959,

serves as a poignant exploration of a family's aspirations, struggles, and the societal constraints that

shape their lives. This analysis will examine the central themes, character dynamics, and the historical

context of the play, ultimately highlighting its enduring significance.

Historical Context

A Raisin in the Sun emerges from a period of significant social change in America. The 1950s were

marked by racial segregation, the civil rights movement's early stirrings, and a burgeoning awareness

of African American identity and rights.

Societal Constraints

- Segregation: The play is set against the backdrop of systemic racism and segregation, prevalent in

the United States, particularly in Chicago's South Side.

- Economic Struggles: The Younger family's financial difficulties reflect the broader economic

challenges faced by many African American families during this era.

- Gender Roles: The play also highlights the restrictive gender roles that limit women's opportunities

and ambitions, as seen through the character of Ruth.

Impact of the Civil Rights Movement

Hansberry's work predates the peak of the civil rights movement, yet it encapsulates the frustrations



and aspirations of African Americans. The struggles depicted in the play resonate with the fight for

equality that would gain momentum in the subsequent decade.

Major Themes

A Raisin in the Sun explores several pivotal themes that contribute to its depth and relevance.

The American Dream

- Definition and Critique: The American Dream is presented as both an aspiration and an illusion. The

Younger family seeks a better life, symbolized by their desire to own a home, but societal barriers

challenge this dream.

- Dreams Deferred: The title itself is a reference to Langston Hughes’ poem "Harlem," questioning

what happens to dreams that are postponed. Each character's dream represents a different facet of

the American Dream, highlighting the various obstacles they face.

Identity and Race

- Cultural Identity: The play examines how race influences personal and collective identity. The

Younger family grapples with their identity as they navigate a predominantly white society.

- Discrimination: The family's encounters with racism, particularly when they attempt to move into a

white neighborhood, illustrate the harsh realities of discrimination.

Family Dynamics

- Generational Conflict: The play showcases the tension between different generations within the



Younger family. The younger characters, particularly Beneatha, seek to redefine their identity and

aspirations, clashing with the values of their parents.

- Unity and Disintegration: The family's struggles reveal both the strength and fragility of familial bonds.

Despite their differing dreams, the characters ultimately seek solidarity in the face of adversity.

Character Analysis

The characters in A Raisin in the Sun are richly developed, each embodying distinct aspirations and

challenges.


