
a secret history of the ira
A secret history of the IRA reveals a complex and often misunderstood narrative that has shaped
modern Ireland and its political landscape. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) has been one of the
most significant and controversial organizations in Irish history, particularly during the 20th
century. This article aims to provide a detailed overview of the IRA's origins, evolution, internal
dynamics, and its impact on both Ireland and the broader geopolitical context.

Origins of the IRA

The roots of the IRA can be traced back to the late 19th century, during a time of rising national
consciousness and desire for independence from British rule. The organization emerged from
various nationalist movements and the desire for an independent Irish state.

The Home Rule Movement

The late 19th century saw the rise of the Home Rule movement, advocating for self-governance in
Ireland. Key figures such as Charles Stewart Parnell played pivotal roles in mobilizing public
support. However, the movement faced significant opposition from the Unionists in Northern
Ireland, who were largely Protestant and wanted to remain part of the United Kingdom.

Formation of the Irish Volunteers

In 1913, in response to the threat posed by Unionist paramilitary groups, the Irish Volunteers were
established. This organization aimed to secure Irish self-determination through armed struggle. The
Volunteers would later evolve into the IRA following the 1916 Easter Rising, a pivotal event in Irish
history.

The Easter Rising and the Birth of the IRA

The Easter Rising of 1916 marked a turning point in the Irish struggle for independence. Although
the rebellion was suppressed within a week, it galvanized support for the nationalist cause.

The Aftermath of the Rising

The execution of key leaders, such as Patrick Pearse and James Connolly, created martyrs for the
nationalist cause. Public sentiment shifted dramatically, leading to increased support for the Sinn
Féin party, which advocated for complete independence.



Establishment of the IRA

In 1919, following the 1918 general election, Sinn Féin established an independent Irish Republic,
leading to the formation of the IRA as its military wing. The organization aimed to resist British rule
through guerrilla warfare, which characterized the subsequent Irish War of Independence
(1919-1921).

The Irish War of Independence

The war between the IRA and British forces was marked by a series of ambushes, assassinations,
and reprisals. The conflict showcased the effectiveness of the IRA’s guerrilla tactics.

Key Figures in the Conflict

Several key figures emerged during this period, including:

- Michael Collins: A leading strategist and commander who played a crucial role in organizing IRA
operations.
- Éamon de Valera: A prominent political leader who later became the president of the Irish Free
State.

The Anglo-Irish Treaty

The war culminated in the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty in December 1921, which established
the Irish Free State but also led to a split within the nationalist movement. While some accepted the
treaty, others, including a significant faction of the IRA, viewed it as a betrayal of the republican
ideals.

The Civil War and the Division of the IRA

The signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty resulted in the Irish Civil War (1922-1923), pitting pro-treaty
forces against anti-treaty IRA members. This period was marked by intense violence and deep
divisions that would have long-lasting effects on Irish society.

Aftermath of the Civil War

The Civil War ended with the defeat of the anti-treaty forces, but the IRA remained active, evolving
into a more underground organization. The scars of the Civil War lingered, contributing to ongoing
tensions in Irish politics.



The IRA in the 20th Century

The IRA continued to exist in various forms throughout the 20th century, adapting to the changing
political landscape in Ireland.

The Rise of the Provisional IRA

In the late 1960s, a new wave of civil rights protests in Northern Ireland led to increased sectarian
tensions. In response to violent reprisals against the nationalist community, a faction of the IRA split
off to form the Provisional IRA (PIRA) in 1969. This new group adopted a more militant approach,
launching a campaign against British rule in Northern Ireland.

The Troubles: A Dark Period

The period known as the Troubles (late 1960s to 1998) was marked by extensive violence, including
bombings, shootings, and political assassinations. Key events during this time included:

- Bloody Sunday (1972): The killing of 14 unarmed civil rights protesters by British soldiers in Derry.
- The Hunger Strikes (1981): Led by Bobby Sands and others, this protest against the treatment of
IRA prisoners garnered international attention and sympathy for the nationalist cause.

Political Developments and the Peace Process

The late 20th century witnessed significant political developments that would ultimately lead to the
peace process.

The Good Friday Agreement

In 1998, the signing of the Good Friday Agreement marked a pivotal moment in the Northern Ireland
peace process. This accord established a power-sharing government and addressed key issues,
including disarmament, policing, and human rights.

Decommissioning of Arms

As part of the peace process, the Provisional IRA agreed to disarm, a move that was met with
skepticism by some within the organization. Nonetheless, significant progress was made, leading to
a reduction in violence and an increase in political engagement.



The Legacy of the IRA

The legacy of the IRA is multifaceted and remains a contentious issue in both Irish and British
societies. While some view the organization as a symbol of resistance against oppression, others see
it as a perpetrator of violence.

Continuing Impact on Irish Politics

The political landscape in Ireland continues to be influenced by the history of the IRA. Sinn Féin,
once associated with the IRA, has transitioned into a mainstream political party advocating for Irish
unity through democratic means.

Commemoration and Memory

Public commemorations of IRA members have sparked debates about historical memory and national
identity. The narrative surrounding the IRA is often contested, reflecting ongoing divisions within
Irish society.

Conclusion

The secret history of the IRA is a testament to the complexity of Ireland's struggle for independence
and the impact of armed resistance on political movements. As Ireland continues to navigate its post-
conflict identity, understanding this history is crucial for fostering dialogue and reconciliation. The
legacy of the IRA serves as both a reminder of the cost of conflict and a symbol of the enduring quest
for national self-determination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'A Secret History of the IRA'?
The book delves into the complexities of the Irish Republican Army's history, exploring its origins,
internal dynamics, and the political and social factors that shaped its evolution.

Who is the author of 'A Secret History of the IRA'?
The book is authored by Ed Moloney, a journalist and historian known for his extensive work on Irish
politics and the Troubles.

What unique perspectives does the book offer about the IRA's



operations?
The book provides first-hand accounts and insights into the IRA's strategies, decision-making
processes, and the impact of various leadership figures within the organization.

How does 'A Secret History of the IRA' address the impact of
the peace process?
It examines the transition from armed conflict to political engagement, highlighting how the IRA
adapted its strategies in response to changing political landscapes and peace negotiations.

What role does intelligence play in the narrative of the book?
The book discusses the significant role of intelligence operations in shaping the IRA's strategies,
including how they gathered information on British forces and rival factions.

Are any controversial figures discussed in 'A Secret History of
the IRA'?
Yes, the book analyzes the influence of controversial figures like Gerry Adams and Martin
McGuinness, exploring their dual roles in both the IRA and later in politics.

Does the book cover the international dimension of the IRA's
activities?
Yes, it discusses how the IRA established connections with international groups and garnered
support from the Irish diaspora, particularly in the United States.

How does the author approach the subject of violence in the
book?
The author critically examines the justification and consequences of the IRA's violent tactics,
providing a nuanced view of the moral and ethical implications of their actions.

What impact has 'A Secret History of the IRA' had on public
understanding of the Troubles?
The book has sparked discussions and debates about the legacy of the IRA, contributing to a more
informed and multifaceted understanding of the Northern Ireland conflict.

Is 'A Secret History of the IRA' considered a definitive account
of the organization's history?
While it is highly regarded for its thorough research and insightful analysis, some critics argue that
no single account can fully capture the complexities of the IRA's history.
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