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Understanding the Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is a novella written by Scottish author Robert Louis
Stevenson, first published in 1886. This captivating story delves into the duality of human nature,
exploring the conflict between good and evil that resides within every individual. Through the
characters of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Stevenson crafts a narrative that raises profound questions
about identity, morality, and the human condition.

The Plot Overview

The novella is set in Victorian London and follows the story of Dr. Henry Jekyll, a respected scientist
and physician, who becomes increasingly fascinated by the duality of human nature. Jekyll
hypothesizes that within every individual exists a darker, repressed side, which he believes can be
liberated through scientific experimentation.

Jekyll creates a potion that transforms him into Edward Hyde, a brutish and immoral character who
embodies his darker impulses. As Hyde, Jekyll indulges in a life of vice and crime, but he soon
realizes that his transformations come with dire consequences. The narrative unfolds as the
relationship between Jekyll and Hyde becomes increasingly complex, leading to tragic outcomes.

Character Analysis

Understanding the key characters in "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is essential to
grasping the novella's themes.

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Dr. Jekyll is a well-respected and accomplished scientist. He is characterized by:

Intelligence: Jekyll is highly educated and recognized for his contributions to science.

Goodness: He is portrayed as a fundamentally good man who desires to help others.

Inner Conflict: Jekyll struggles with the societal expectations of his time and his repressed
desires.



Jekyll's experiments stem from his desire to separate his good side from his darker impulses.
However, this quest for self-discovery ultimately leads to his downfall.

Edward Hyde

In stark contrast to Jekyll, Edward Hyde represents the darker side of human nature. He embodies:

Brutality: Hyde is a violent and immoral character who indulges in the worst aspects of
humanity.

Freedom: He represents the liberation of one's repressed desires, albeit in a destructive
manner.

Fear: Hyde instills fear in others, highlighting the consequences of unchecked evil.

Hyde's character serves as a manifestation of Jekyll's repressed desires, illustrating the dangers of
allowing one's darker side to come to the forefront.

Thematic Elements

Stevenson's novella is rich in themes that resonate with readers, making it a timeless piece of
literature. Some prominent themes include:

Duality of Human Nature

One of the central themes is the duality of human nature. Stevenson explores the idea that every
individual possesses both good and evil traits. Jekyll's transformation into Hyde symbolizes the
struggle between these opposing forces. The novella suggests that ignoring or suppressing one's
darker impulses can lead to disastrous consequences.

Identity and Self

The exploration of identity is another significant theme in the novella. Jekyll’s attempts to separate
his two identities reflect the complexities of self-perception. As he embraces Hyde, he loses control
over his identity, leading to a crisis of self. The story raises questions about the true nature of
identity: Is it singular, or can it be multifaceted?



Morality and Consequences

The novella also delves into the moral implications of Jekyll's experiments. His desire to explore the
darker side of humanity leads to tragic consequences, including loss of control and the ultimate
destruction of his character. Stevenson warns readers about the dangers of unchecked ambition and
the moral dilemmas that arise from the pursuit of knowledge without ethical considerations.

Literary Techniques

Stevenson employs several literary techniques that enhance the novella's impact and depth.

Point of View

The story is primarily told through the perspective of Mr. Gabriel John Utterson, Jekyll's lawyer and
friend. This choice of perspective creates a sense of mystery and allows readers to uncover the truth
about Jekyll and Hyde alongside Utterson. The use of a third-person limited narrative creates
suspense and intrigue, as readers are often left in the dark about Jekyll’s inner struggles.

Symbolism

Stevenson utilizes symbolism to convey deeper meanings. The potion that transforms Jekyll into
Hyde represents the thin line between good and evil. The transformation itself symbolizes the
internal battle that exists within every human being. The setting of Victorian London serves as a
backdrop, reflecting the rigid societal norms and expectations that Jekyll grapples with.

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is prevalent throughout the novella, hinting at the tragic consequences of Jekyll's
experiments. Early references to Hyde's violent behavior and the growing sense of unease create
anticipation for the eventual clash between Jekyll and his darker self.

Conclusion

"The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" remains a powerful exploration of the complexities of
human nature. Through the lens of Jekyll and Hyde, Stevenson invites readers to reflect on their own
dualities and the moral implications of their actions. The novella serves as a cautionary tale about
the dangers of unchecked ambition and the consequences of surrendering to one’s darker impulses.

As we navigate our lives, it is crucial to acknowledge the duality within ourselves while striving for
balance and self-understanding. Stevenson's work continues to resonate today, reminding us of the



timeless struggle between good and evil that lies at the heart of the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde'?
The main theme revolves around the duality of human nature, exploring the conflict between good
and evil within a single individual.

How does Dr. Jekyll justify his experiments with Mr. Hyde?
Dr. Jekyll believes that by separating his darker impulses from his good side, he can explore the full
range of human experience without judgment.

What role does setting play in the story?
The foggy, dark streets of Victorian London reflect the story's themes of secrecy and duality,
creating an atmosphere of mystery and moral ambiguity.

What is the significance of Mr. Hyde's character?
Mr. Hyde represents the unchecked, primal side of Dr. Jekyll, showcasing the dangers of allowing
one's darker impulses to dominate.

How does the relationship between Jekyll and Hyde evolve
throughout the novella?
Initially, Jekyll controls Hyde, but as the story progresses, Hyde becomes more dominant, leading to
Jekyll's ultimate loss of control.

What does Dr. Jekyll's final transformation into Mr. Hyde
symbolize?
It symbolizes the complete surrender to one's darker nature and the consequences of denying or
repressing parts of oneself.

How does the novella address the concept of reputation and
social standing?
The novella critiques Victorian society's emphasis on reputation, illustrating how the fear of losing
social standing can lead individuals to hide their true selves.



What is the role of the character Utterson in the story?
Utterson serves as the moral compass and detective of the story, representing rationality and the
quest for truth as he unravels the mystery of Jekyll and Hyde.
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