
a temporary matter analysis
A temporary matter analysis reveals the intricate layers of human relationships,
communication, and the impact of grief on personal connections. This analysis primarily
revolves around Jhumpa Lahiri's short story "A Temporary Matter," which explores the
dynamics between a married couple, Shukumar and Shoba, as they navigate their
emotional landscape after a tragic loss. The narrative unfolds over the course of five
evenings when the couple engages in a series of candlelit conversations, revealing their
struggles, secrets, and the fragility of their bond. This article delves deeper into the
themes, character development, and symbolism present in the story, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its significance.

Overview of the Story

"A Temporary Matter" is set in a suburban neighborhood in the aftermath of the couple's
stillbirth. The story's narrative structure is built around the concept of a temporary power
outage, which serves as a metaphor for the couple's faltering relationship. The power cuts
prompt Shukumar and Shoba to reconnect on a deeper emotional level, albeit through the
lens of their pain and secrets.

Plot Summary

The plot unfolds as follows:

1. Introduction to Characters: Shukumar and Shoba are introduced as a couple who are
physically together but emotionally distant. The stillbirth of their child has created a rift
between them, leading to silence and isolation.

2. The Power Outages: The local utility company announces a series of planned power
outages for five evenings, providing a backdrop for the couple's conversations. The
darkness serves as a metaphor for their emotional state.

3. Candlelit Conversations: Each night, Shukumar and Shoba share secrets during the
power outages. These revelations range from light-hearted confessions to deep-seated
regrets and fears, allowing glimpses into their inner lives.

4. Climactic Revelation: As the final evening approaches, Shukumar reveals a hidden truth
about his feelings regarding the stillbirth, sparking a crucial moment of vulnerability.

5. Denouement: The story concludes with a heartbreaking twist, as Shoba reveals her
decision to leave Shukumar, emphasizing the irreparable damage to their relationship.



Themes

The themes in "A Temporary Matter" are multifaceted and reflect the complexities of
human relationships, especially in the face of tragedy. Key themes include:

Grief and Loss

- Impact of Loss: The stillbirth serves as the central catalyst for the couple's emotional
turmoil. Both characters handle their grief differently, leading to misunderstandings and
isolation.
- Coping Mechanisms: Shukumar internalizes his grief, while Shoba appears to channel hers
into her work and social engagements. This divergence highlights how individuals cope with
loss in unique ways.

Communication and Silence

- Breakdown of Communication: The story illustrates how grief can lead to silence in
relationships. Shukumar and Shoba's inability to communicate their feelings exacerbates
their emotional distance.
- Importance of Vulnerability: The candlelit conversations become a space for vulnerability.
As they share secrets, the couple begins to glimpse each other's pain, revealing the power
of open communication in healing.

Identity and Change

- Shifts in Identity: The couple's identities are altered by their loss. Shoba's decision to
leave represents a significant transformation, as she seeks to reclaim her sense of self
outside of her marriage.
- Temporary Nature of Relationships: The title itself signifies the transitory nature of both
the power outages and their relationship. It raises questions about the permanence of love
and connection in the face of adversity.

Character Analysis

Each character in "A Temporary Matter" is intricately crafted, representing different
responses to grief and change.

Shukumar

- Personality Traits: Shukumar is introspective, sensitive, and deeply affected by the loss of



their child. His internal struggle is palpable, as he grapples with feelings of guilt and
inadequacy.
- Character Arc: Over the course of the story, Shukumar transitions from a passive recipient
of pain to an active participant in their conversations. However, his ultimate revelation does
not lead to reconciliation but rather to further alienation.

Shoba

- Personality Traits: Shoba is portrayed as practical and somewhat distant. Her coping
mechanism involves surrounding herself with work and social activities, which ultimately
isolates her from Shukumar.
- Character Arc: Shoba's evolution is marked by her increasing frustration with the silence
in their marriage. By the end of the story, her decision to leave signifies a reclaiming of her
own identity and agency.

Symbolism

The story is rich in symbolism that enhances its thematic depth.

Power Outages

- Metaphor for Emotional Darkness: The planned power outages symbolize the emotional
void in Shukumar and Shoba's relationship. Just as the lights go out, so too has their
emotional connection dimmed.
- Opportunity for Connection: Conversely, the candlelight represents a chance to rekindle
their bond. It creates an intimate atmosphere, allowing for conversations that might not
occur in the light of day.

Candles

- Illumination of Truth: The candles serve as a source of light in the darkness, illuminating
the characters' truths. Each revelation during the conversations brings them closer to
understanding each other's pain.
- Fleeting Nature: However, candles are also temporary, reflecting the transient nature of
their conversations and the fragility of their relationship. The light they provide is short-
lived, mirroring the couple's inability to sustain their connection.

Conclusion

In "A Temporary Matter," Jhumpa Lahiri masterfully weaves a narrative that explores the
complexities of grief, communication, and the fragility of human relationships. Through the



lens of Shukumar and Shoba's experiences, readers are invited to reflect on their own
connections and the ways in which loss can alter the fabric of love. The story serves as a
poignant reminder of the necessity of vulnerability and open communication in nurturing
relationships, particularly in the face of adversity. Lahiri's insights into the human condition
resonate deeply, making "A Temporary Matter" a profound exploration of love, loss, and the
quest for understanding in the darkest of times.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'A Temporary Matter'?
The central theme of 'A Temporary Matter' is the fragility of relationships and the impact of
communication and secrets on intimacy.

How does the setting influence the story in 'A
Temporary Matter'?
The setting, particularly the power outage in the neighborhood, symbolizes the darkness in
the protagonists' marriage and creates an intimate space that forces them to confront their
issues.

What role do secrets play in 'A Temporary Matter'?
Secrets are pivotal in 'A Temporary Matter' as they reveal the emotional distance between
the couple, highlighting how unspoken truths can erode trust and connection.

How does the author use dialogue in 'A Temporary
Matter'?
The author uses dialogue to illustrate the complexities of communication, with
conversations often revealing more about the characters' feelings and thoughts than their
words suggest.

What is the significance of the title 'A Temporary
Matter'?
The title reflects the temporary nature of the power outage and serves as a metaphor for
the temporary state of the couple's relationship, emphasizing both hope and the potential
for lasting change.

How do the characters evolve throughout 'A Temporary
Matter'?
The characters experience significant emotional growth as they confront their past and
present, leading to revelations that challenge their understanding of love and each other.



What literary techniques are prominent in 'A Temporary
Matter'?
Prominent literary techniques in 'A Temporary Matter' include symbolism, imagery, and
foreshadowing, which all enhance the emotional depth and themes of the narrative.

How does the ending of 'A Temporary Matter' affect the
overall message of the story?
The ending of 'A Temporary Matter' leaves readers with a sense of ambiguity, reflecting the
unresolved nature of the couple's relationship and emphasizing the ongoing struggle for
connection and understanding.

What insights does 'A Temporary Matter' provide about
grief and loss?
The story provides profound insights into the nature of grief and loss, illustrating how these
experiences can shape relationships and the importance of vulnerability in healing.
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