
a very old man with enormous wings analysis
essay
A very old man with enormous wings analysis essay delves into the intricate layers of Gabriel García
Márquez's short story, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings.” This narrative, rich with symbolism
and allegory, offers profound insights into human nature, societal behavior, and the intersection of
the ordinary with the extraordinary. By analyzing the characters, themes, and stylistic elements, we
can uncover the deeper meanings embedded within this seemingly simple tale.

Introduction to the Story

Márquez’s story begins with the arrival of an old man with enormous wings, who is discovered by a
couple, Pelayo and Elisenda, after a storm. The couple’s initial surprise shifts to a mix of curiosity and
exploitation as they decide to keep the old man in a chicken coop, showcasing humanity’s tendency
to react with both wonder and cruelty when confronted with the unknown.

Character Analysis

The characters in “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” serve as representations of various human
traits and societal behaviors.

Pelayo and Elisenda

- Curiosity and Exploitation: Pelayo and Elisenda's initial reaction to the old man is one of curiosity,
but this quickly devolves into exploitation. They charge townspeople for the privilege of seeing the old
man, exemplifying how humanity often commodifies the unfamiliar.
- Moral Ambiguity: Their actions reflect a moral ambiguity; while they care for the old man’s physical
needs, they simultaneously profit from his existence. Their character arc illustrates the duality of
human nature—capable of compassion yet driven by self-interest.

The Old Man

- Symbol of the Other: The old man represents the “Other”—a figure who embodies the unknown, the
marginalized, and the misunderstood. His enormous wings can be interpreted as a symbol of both
freedom and burden, reflecting how society treats those who are different.
- Indifference and Suffering: Despite his extraordinary appearance, the old man suffers neglect and
abuse, highlighting humanity’s tendency to overlook the needs of those who do not conform to
societal norms.



The Townspeople

- Collective Behavior: The townspeople’s reaction to the old man reveals societal tendencies toward
spectacle and sensationalism. They flock to see him, demonstrating a collective behavior that thrives
on curiosity coupled with a lack of empathy.
- Religious Undertones: Their treatment of the old man also has religious connotations. The
townspeople mistake him for an angel but fail to recognize his humanity, underscoring the theme of
hypocrisy in religious devotion.

Themes

Márquez’s story is imbued with several themes that provoke thought and reflection.

Isolation and Loneliness

- The old man's presence is marked by profound isolation. Despite being surrounded by people, he is
treated as an outcast, illustrating how society often alienates those who are different.
- His loneliness emphasizes the human condition, suggesting that everyone, regardless of their
circumstances, experiences isolation at some point in their lives.

Human Nature and Indifference

- The story critiques human nature, particularly the propensity for indifference. The townspeople
exhibit fleeting compassion followed by apathy, reflecting how quickly society can forget the suffering
of others.
- This theme serves as a reminder of the moral responsibility individuals hold toward one another,
especially those who are vulnerable.

The Intersection of the Ordinary and the Extraordinary

- The old man’s enormous wings juxtapose the mundane lives of the townspeople with the
extraordinary. This contrast raises questions about perception and reality, urging readers to
reconsider what they deem normal or extraordinary.
- It challenges the notion that miracles must be recognized and revered; instead, it suggests that the
extraordinary can often be met with ignorance and neglect.

Symbolism

Márquez masterfully employs symbolism throughout the narrative, enhancing the story's depth.



The Wings

- Freedom vs. Burden: The old man's wings symbolize both freedom and burden. They represent his
potential for transcendence, yet they also serve as a reminder of how society restricts those who are
different.
- Ambivalence of the Divine: The wings can also be interpreted as a commentary on the ambivalence
of the divine. While the old man is treated as an angel, his suffering suggests a more complex
relationship between humanity and the divine.

The Weather

- Storm as a Catalyst: The storm that brings the old man to the couple’s home serves as a catalyst for
the events that unfold. It symbolizes chaos and transformation, suggesting that extraordinary
occurrences often arise from tumultuous circumstances.
- Symbol of Change: The changing weather throughout the story mirrors the shifting attitudes of the
characters, particularly Pelayo and Elisenda, as they navigate their evolving relationship with the old
man.

Style and Structure

Márquez’s narrative style is characterized by rich imagery and magical realism, drawing readers into
a world where the extraordinary blends seamlessly with the ordinary.

Magical Realism

- Blurring of Reality and Fantasy: The story exemplifies the principles of magical realism, where
fantastical elements are presented as a normal part of everyday life. This technique encourages
readers to suspend disbelief and explore deeper themes.
- Heightened Emotional Impact: By intertwining the magical with the mundane, Márquez enhances the
emotional impact of the narrative, allowing readers to connect with the characters’ experiences on a
more profound level.

Imagery and Symbolism

- Vivid Descriptions: The author employs vivid descriptions to create a sense of place and mood,
immersing readers in the world of the story.
- Layered Meanings: The symbolism within the imagery invites multiple interpretations, encouraging
readers to engage with the text on various levels.



Conclusion

In conclusion, a very old man with enormous wings analysis essay reveals the multifaceted nature of
Gabriel García Márquez's narrative. Through character analysis, thematic exploration, and an
examination of symbolism and style, we uncover a rich tapestry of meaning that invites readers to
reflect on human behavior, societal norms, and the treatment of those who are different. The story
serves as a poignant reminder of the complexities of the human experience, urging us to embrace
empathy and understanding in a world that often favors indifference. As we navigate the realms of
the ordinary and the extraordinary, Márquez’s tale remains a timeless exploration of what it means to
be human.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'A Very Old Man with Enormous
Wings'?
The main theme revolves around the nature of humanity, the perception of the extraordinary, and the
treatment of those who are different or marginalized.

How does Gabriel García Márquez use magical realism in the
story?
Márquez employs magical realism by blending the ordinary with the extraordinary, as seen in the
presence of the old man with wings who is accepted as a mere spectacle by the villagers.

What does the old man symbolize in the narrative?
The old man symbolizes the complexities of human nature, the capacity for compassion, and the
often hypocritical nature of societal judgments.

How do the villagers react to the old man, and what does this
reveal about human nature?
The villagers exhibit a mix of curiosity, exploitation, and indifference, revealing a tendency to
commodify the unusual while failing to recognize deeper humanity.

What role does religion play in the story?
Religion plays a critical role as the villagers project their beliefs onto the old man, interpreting his
presence through a distorted lens of faith and superstition.

In what ways does the story critique societal norms?
The story critiques societal norms by highlighting the hypocrisy of the villagers, who initially treat the
old man as a marvel but ultimately reduce him to a source of entertainment.



What is the significance of the old man's wings?
The wings symbolize both freedom and the burden of being different, representing how society often
fails to appreciate or understand those who do not conform.

How does the story reflect the idea of isolation?
The old man experiences profound isolation despite being surrounded by people, illustrating how
societal acceptance often hinges on conformity and misunderstanding.

What narrative techniques does Márquez employ in the story?
Márquez uses a third-person omniscient point of view, rich imagery, and irony to deepen the reader's
understanding of the characters and their motivations.

What is the ending of the story, and what does it signify?
The ending, where the old man eventually flies away, signifies the ultimate rejection of societal
constraints and the possibility of liberation for those who are oppressed.
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