a very old man with enormous wings
short story

Introduction to "A Very Old Man with Enormous
Wings"

The short story "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings," written by Gabriel Garcia
Miérquez, is a rich exploration of human nature, spirituality, and the absurdity of life. This
story, first published in 1955, is often categorized under the genre of magical realism, a
hallmark of Marquez's literary style. The narrative revolves around an old man who
appears in a small village with gigantic wings, leading to a profound examination of how
society reacts to the unfamiliar and the extraordinary.

Summary of the Story

The plot centers on Pelayo and Elisenda, a couple living in a coastal village. One day, after
a storm, they discover a very old man with enormous wings washed up in their yard.
Initially, they are bewildered and consider him a celestial being or an angel. However,
their curiosity soon turns to exploitation, revealing the darker aspects of human nature.

Key Events

1. The Arrival: Pelayo finds the old man in a pitiful state, covered in mud and insects.
Despite his wings, he does not resemble the angels of popular culture.

2. Public Reaction: The couple decides to keep the man in their chicken coop, where he
becomes a spectacle for the villagers, drawing crowds eager to witness the miraculous
being.

3. Exploitation: Instead of treating him with kindness, the villagers mock and exploit the
old man, charging admission for those who want to see him.

4. The Healing of a Child: A sick child, who is brought to see the old man, miraculously
recovers, leading some to believe in the old man’s divine powers.

5. The Old Man's Departure: Eventually, the old man regains his strength and flies away,
leaving the villagers to ponder their treatment of him.

Thematic Analysis

"A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" is layered with themes that invite deep analysis.
The story examines several significant concepts:



Human Nature and Compassion

The villagers' behavior towards the old man highlights a stark contrast between
compassion and cruelty. Initially, there is a sense of wonder at having a celestial being in
their midst. However, as time progresses, their fascination turns into exploitation,
revealing the selfish and often cruel nature of humanity. This theme raises questions about
how society treats those who are different or marginalized.

Religious Symbolism

Marquez infuses the narrative with religious undertones, as the old man can be
interpreted as a Christ-like figure. His physical appearance does not conform to societal
expectations of divinity, which prompts readers to reflect on the nature of miracles and
faith. The villagers' shallow understanding of spirituality is evident, as they fail to
recognize the old man’s inherent goodness and wisdom.

Isolation and Loneliness

Despite his enormous wings, the old man is trapped in a cage, both literally and
metaphorically. His isolation mirrors that of many individuals who, despite their
extraordinary qualities, are alienated by society. This theme serves as a critique of how
society often ostracizes those who do not fit conventional molds.

Character Analysis

The characters in the story each serve a purpose in conveying its themes.

Pelayo and Elisenda

Pelayo and Elisenda embody the average human response to the unusual. Initially filled
with curiosity, they quickly revert to selfishness, choosing to profit from the old man
rather than help him. Their transition from fascination to exploitation reflects the often
fleeting nature of human empathy.

The Old Man

The old man is a symbol of the otherness that society often fails to understand. Despite his
angelic wings, he is treated as a burden rather than a blessing. His subdued demeanor
and eventual departure underscore the idea that true beauty and wisdom often go
unappreciated.



The Villagers

The various villagers represent society's collective psyche. Their reactions range from
worship to ridicule, encapsulating the complexities of human emotion when faced with the
unfamiliar. They illustrate how quickly curiosity can turn to cruelty, highlighting a
fundamental flaw in human nature.

Literary Techniques

Marquez employs several literary techniques that enrich the narrative and enhance its
themes.

Magical Realism

The story is a quintessential example of magical realism, where fantastical elements are
blended with the ordinary. The old man’s wings challenge the boundaries of reality,
prompting readers to reflect on their perceptions of the world. This technique allows
Marquez to explore deeper philosophical questions within a seemingly simple narrative.

Symbolism

The wings of the old man serve as a powerful symbol. They represent both freedom and
the burden of expectation. While they suggest divinity and transcendence, they also
emphasize the old man’s alienation. This duality invites readers to grapple with the
complexities of life and the human condition.

Irony

The story is laced with irony, particularly in the villagers' treatment of the old man. Their
desire to witness a miracle contrasts sharply with their actions, revealing the hypocrisy
that often accompanies human behavior. This irony serves to critique societal norms and
the superficial understanding of faith and divinity.

Conclusion

"A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" is a profound commentary on humanity's
interaction with the extraordinary. Through the lens of magical realism, Gabriel Garcia
Maiarquez crafts a narrative that challenges readers to reflect on their own beliefs,
behaviors, and the societal norms that shape them. The story serves as a reminder of the
importance of compassion, understanding, and the recognition of beauty in all its forms.



As we navigate a world filled with differences, Marquez’s tale urges us to embrace the
otherness and to treat all beings with dignity and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of ‘A Very Old Man with
Enormous Wings'?

The central theme revolves around the struggle between the extraordinary and the
mundane, as well as the nature of human compassion and indifference towards the
abnormal or the unknown.

How does Gabriel Garcia Marquez use magical realism
in this story?

Marquez employs magical realism by integrating fantastical elements, like the old man
with wings, into a realistic setting, blurring the lines between reality and fiction, and
highlighting the absurdity of human behavior.

What role does the village community play in the story?

The village community serves as a reflection of human nature, showcasing a mixture of
curiosity, exploitation, and indifference, ultimately revealing how society reacts to those
who are different or marginalized.

What does the old man's wings symbolize in the context
of the story?

The old man's wings symbolize the duality of existence—representing both hope and
despair, as well as the idea of freedom versus confinement, illustrating how society often
fails to recognize the value of the extraordinary.

How does the story comment on the concept of faith and
belief?

The story critiques the superficial nature of faith and belief, demonstrating how characters
quickly shift from reverence to exploitation, ultimately revealing the fragility of human
beliefs when confronted with the unfamiliar.

A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings Short Story

A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings Short Story


https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-03/a-very-old-man-with-enormous-wings-short-story.pdf

Related Articles

e acs inorganic chemistry exam

e a scandal a secret a baby
¢ a night with a stranger free download

Back to Home


https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-03/acs-inorganic-chemistry-exam.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-03/a-scandal-a-secret-a-baby.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-03/a-night-with-a-stranger-free-download.pdf
https://sensei.study

