
a wrinkle in time chapter summaries

A Wrinkle in Time is a science fiction novel written by Madeleine L'Engle, first published in 1962. This
beloved classic has captivated readers for generations with its imaginative exploration of time travel, love,
and the battle between good and evil. The novel follows the journey of Meg Murry, her brother Charles
Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe as they embark on a quest to rescue Meg and Charles's father
from a dark and mysterious force. In this article, we will delve into chapter summaries of "A Wrinkle in
Time," providing an overview of the key events and themes present in the story.

Chapter Summaries

Chapter 1: Mrs. Whatsit
The story opens on a dark and stormy night, introducing Meg Murry, a high school student who feels out
of place and struggles with her self-esteem. Meg’s family is unique, comprising a physicist father who has
been missing for some time, and a younger brother, Charles Wallace, who possesses extraordinary
intelligence but is often misunderstood by others. The chapter introduces Mrs. Whatsit, a mysterious
woman who arrives at their home and hints at the existence of a tesseract, a concept that involves traveling
through time and space.

Chapter 2: Mrs. Who
In this chapter, Meg, Charles, and their mother discuss the strange visit from Mrs. Whatsit. They learn
more about the tesseract and the idea that their father may be in danger. The siblings meet Mrs. Who,
another peculiar woman who speaks in quotes and riddles. Mrs. Who explains that they must go on a
journey to find their father, who is trapped on another planet. Meg is filled with anxiety and doubt, but
Charles is resolute and confident in their mission.

Chapter 3: Mrs. Which
The trio encounters Mrs. Which, the most enigmatic of the three Mrs. W's. Here, they learn more about
the evil force known as IT, which has captured their father. Mrs. Which provides them with the necessary
guidance and encouragement to embark on their journey through the tesseract. The chapter emphasizes
themes of courage and the importance of love and family. The chapter ends with the children stepping into
the tesseract, which transports them to another world.



Chapter 4: The Black Thing
Upon arriving on a new planet, the children are taken aback by the sight of the "Black Thing," a dark force
that represents evil. They meet a character named the Happy Medium, who shows them glimpses of the
universe and the struggle between light and darkness. The chapter highlights the contrast between good
and evil, as well as the importance of hope. The Happy Medium explains that they must find a way to
combat the Black Thing to save Meg’s father.

Chapter 5: The Man with the Black Thing
In this chapter, the children learn more about their father’s predicament and the nature of the Black Thing.
They encounter a creature called the Beast, who provides them with insight into the dangers they face.
The Beast reveals that they must summon their inner strength and work together to overcome the
darkness. The chapter emphasizes the importance of unity and friendship as they prepare for the
challenges ahead.

Chapter 6: The Tesseract
The children continue their journey through the tesseract and find themselves on a beautiful planet called
Camazotz, where everything appears to be perfect but is ultimately controlled by the evil force of IT. They
discover that the planet is governed by conformity, where individuality is suppressed. Meg, Charles, and
Calvin witness the eerie sameness of the inhabitants and realize the significance of free will. The chapter
sets the stage for the struggles they must face on Camazotz.

Chapter 7: The Happy Medium
In this chapter, the children confront IT directly and learn about the depths of its power. They are
captured and taken to a central location where they encounter their father. Meg struggles to communicate
with him, and IT attempts to manipulate her emotions. This chapter explores the themes of love, sacrifice,
and the power of individuality against oppressive forces. The children must rely on their love for one
another to resist IT’s influence.

Chapter 8: The Battle with IT
The tension escalates as Meg, Charles, and Calvin face their greatest challenge yet. They confront IT in a
dramatic showdown that tests their resolve and strength. Meg’s love for her father becomes a weapon
against the darkness, highlighting the importance of emotional connections in overcoming evil. The
chapter is filled with suspense and showcases the characters’ growth as they learn to harness their inner
strengths.



Chapter 9: The Return
After an intense battle with IT, the children successfully rescue Meg’s father and escape from Camazotz.
They travel through the tesseract once again, returning to Earth. The journey home is marked by a deep
sense of relief and gratitude as they appreciate the bonds they share. This chapter reinforces the themes of
family, friendship, and the enduring power of love.

Chapter 10: The New Normal
In the final chapter, Meg, Charles, and their father return to their home, where they must adapt to life
after their extraordinary adventure. Meg learns to embrace her uniqueness and realizes that her
experiences have shaped her into a stronger person. The chapter concludes with a sense of hope and
optimism, illustrating the transformative power of love and courage in the face of adversity.

Thematic Analysis

"A Wrinkle in Time" is rich with themes that resonate with readers of all ages. Below are some of the key
themes explored throughout the novel:

Love and Family: The Murry family's love for one another serves as a guiding force in their
journey. Their relationships illustrate the power of love to overcome darkness.

The Battle Between Good and Evil: The struggle against IT represents the universal conflict
between light and darkness, emphasizing the importance of standing up against oppression.

Individuality vs. Conformity: The planet Camazotz symbolizes the dangers of conformity and the loss
of individuality. The characters' journey highlights the importance of embracing one's uniqueness.

Coming of Age: Meg's character development throughout the story represents the journey of self-
discovery and personal growth, making the novel relatable to young readers.

Conclusion

"A Wrinkle in Time" remains a timeless tale that captures the imagination and inspires readers to confront
their fears and embrace their individuality. Through the chapter summaries provided, we can appreciate
the complexity of the characters and the depth of the themes woven throughout the narrative. Madeleine



L'Engle's masterful storytelling continues to resonate with audiences, reminding us of the transformative
power of love, courage, and the bonds that connect us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'A Wrinkle in Time'?
The story follows Meg Murry, her brother Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe as they travel
through time and space to rescue Meg's father from a dark force.

How does the story begin in the first chapter?
The story begins with Meg Murry struggling at school and feeling out of place, while dealing with the
mysterious disappearance of her father.

What is the significance of 'tesseract' in the novel?
'Tesseract' refers to a fifth-dimensional travel concept that allows characters to move through time and
space, enabling them to reach distant worlds quickly.

Who are the three celestial beings that help the children?
The three celestial beings are Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Which, and Mrs. Who, who guide Meg, Charles, and
Calvin on their journey.

What challenges do the characters face on their journey?
The characters face various challenges, including encounters with evil forces like IT, as well as their own
fears and insecurities.

What role does Charles Wallace play in the story?
Charles Wallace is a highly intelligent boy with a unique ability to understand and connect with others,
which proves crucial in their quest.

How does Meg's character develop throughout the book?
Meg evolves from a self-doubting girl into a strong and courageous individual who learns to embrace her
flaws and fight for love and family.



What themes are explored in 'A Wrinkle in Time'?
Major themes include the battle between good and evil, the importance of love, and the power of
individuality and self-acceptance.

What is the climax of 'A Wrinkle in Time'?
The climax occurs when Meg confronts IT to save her father, ultimately realizing that love is the strongest
force against darkness.
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