
above the law lewis brisbois
above the law lewis brisbois represents a notable topic within the legal community,
particularly in relation to the well-known law firm Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP. This
phrase often surfaces in discussions about legal ethics, firm reputation, and the
accountability of large law firms in the United States. Lewis Brisbois, as one of the largest
law firms by headcount, has been involved in various high-profile cases and industry
debates, prompting scrutiny under the lens of whether any entity or individual can be
considered "above the law." This article explores the concept of being above the law in the
context of Lewis Brisbois, examining the firm's background, ethical considerations, and
public perceptions. Additionally, it addresses how accountability and legal standards apply
to prominent law firms and their attorneys. The following sections will provide an in-depth
look at Lewis Brisbois's reputation, legal challenges, and the broader implications for the
legal profession.
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Understanding Lewis Brisbois: Firm Overview
Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP is a prominent American law firm known for its
extensive geographic reach and broad legal services. Founded in 1979, the firm has grown
to become one of the largest in the United States, with hundreds of attorneys across
numerous offices nationwide. The firm specializes in a wide range of practice areas,
including litigation, corporate law, labor and employment, intellectual property, and
insurance defense. Lewis Brisbois’s significant presence in the legal market positions it as a
major player influencing industry standards and legal practices.

Firm Size and Practice Areas
With more than 800 attorneys, Lewis Brisbois offers comprehensive legal services tailored
to a diverse client base. Its practice areas include:

Commercial Litigation

Employment and Labor Law



Healthcare Law

Intellectual Property

Real Estate and Finance

Product Liability Defense

This diversity allows the firm to serve clients ranging from multinational corporations to
individual litigants, making it a versatile and influential institution within the legal field.

The Concept of "Above the Law" in Legal Practice
The phrase "above the law" typically refers to individuals or organizations that act with
impunity, ignoring legal rules or ethical standards without facing consequences. In the
context of legal firms like Lewis Brisbois, this concept raises questions about accountability,
professional responsibility, and the rule of law. No lawyer or firm is exempt from adherence
to legal norms, yet high-profile entities can sometimes be perceived as immune due to their
resources and influence.

Legal Accountability and Ethical Obligations
Attorneys and law firms operate under strict ethical codes, including the American Bar
Association’s Model Rules of Professional Conduct. These rules mandate honesty, integrity,
and fairness in representation and practice. Being "above the law" contradicts these
principles, as all legal professionals are bound to uphold the law and face disciplinary
actions for violations. The concept serves as a caution against any conduct that undermines
justice or public trust.

Public Perception and Media Influence
Media coverage can shape the narrative around whether a firm like Lewis Brisbois is
perceived as "above the law." Negative publicity related to controversial cases or ethical
disputes may fuel such perceptions, although they do not necessarily reflect the firm’s
compliance with legal standards. Transparency and responsiveness to criticism play crucial
roles in managing this perception.

Ethical Standards and Accountability at Lewis
Brisbois
Lewis Brisbois maintains a comprehensive framework to ensure adherence to ethical
standards and legal obligations. The firm implements rigorous internal policies designed to
uphold professional conduct, client confidentiality, and compliance with applicable laws.
Accountability mechanisms include ongoing training, internal audits, and adherence to



state bar regulations.

Internal Compliance Programs
The firm invests in programs aimed at educating attorneys and staff about ethical conduct
and legal responsibilities. These initiatives help prevent misconduct and promote a culture
of integrity. Some key components include:

Regular ethics training seminars

Compliance monitoring and reporting systems

Conflict of interest evaluations

Anonymous reporting channels for ethical concerns

Disciplinary Actions and External Oversight
Despite strong internal controls, instances of alleged misconduct can arise. When they do,
Lewis Brisbois cooperates with external regulatory bodies such as state bar associations
and judicial committees. Attorneys found in violation of ethical standards face sanctions
ranging from reprimands to disbarment, reaffirming the principle that no one is truly above
the law.

High-Profile Cases and Public Scrutiny
Lewis Brisbois has been involved in numerous high-profile legal matters that attract public
and media attention. These cases often highlight the firm’s role in complex litigation and its
ability to manage challenging legal issues. However, such visibility also invites scrutiny
about the firm’s practices and ethical conduct.

Notable Legal Engagements
The firm has represented major corporations in areas such as product liability, employment
disputes, and commercial litigation. Some of these cases have tested legal boundaries and
raised important questions about corporate responsibility and ethical representation. Lewis
Brisbois’s ability to navigate these cases while maintaining professional standards is a
critical aspect of its reputation.

Handling Controversies and Legal Challenges
When controversies arise, the firm typically responds by conducting thorough internal
reviews and cooperating with investigations. Managing public relations during such events



is essential to preserving client trust and the firm’s standing in the legal community.
Transparency and accountability remain pivotal in addressing allegations and maintaining
compliance.

Legal Industry Impact and Reputation
Management
As a major law firm, Lewis Brisbois influences broader legal industry trends and standards.
Its practices affect not only clients but also the professional environment in which other
firms operate. Reputation management is therefore a strategic priority for the firm,
balancing aggressive legal advocacy with ethical responsibility.

Contributions to Legal Standards
Lewis Brisbois participates in shaping legal practice through involvement in professional
organizations, continuing legal education, and thought leadership. By promoting best
practices, the firm helps to uphold the integrity of the legal profession and discourage any
notion of being "above the law."

Strategies for Maintaining Trust
Effective reputation management at Lewis Brisbois includes:

Commitment to ethical conduct across all offices1.

Proactive communication with stakeholders2.

Engagement in community and pro bono work3.

Adoption of transparency in legal processes4.

These strategies reinforce the firm’s dedication to accountability and legal compliance,
ensuring it remains a respected entity within the legal sector.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Above the Law' in relation to Lewis Brisbois?
'Above the Law' refers to a legal podcast or publication that sometimes features insights or
discussions involving Lewis Brisbois, a prominent law firm known for its litigation and
business legal services.



What type of legal services does Lewis Brisbois
provide?
Lewis Brisbois offers a wide range of legal services including litigation, labor and
employment law, corporate law, real estate, and intellectual property among others.

How does Lewis Brisbois maintain its reputation 'above
the law' in the legal industry?
Lewis Brisbois maintains its reputation by providing high-quality legal representation,
innovative solutions, and maintaining ethical standards that set it apart in the competitive
legal market.

Are there any recent cases handled by Lewis Brisbois
featured on 'Above the Law'?
Recent cases involving Lewis Brisbois might be discussed or analyzed on 'Above the Law', a
legal news platform, though specific cases would need to be checked on their website or
latest publications.

What is the connection between Lewis Brisbois and the
legal news outlet 'Above the Law'?
The connection is primarily that 'Above the Law' covers legal industry news and may report
on or analyze activities, hires, or cases involving Lewis Brisbois as part of its content.

How can legal professionals learn from Lewis Brisbois
through 'Above the Law'?
Legal professionals can learn from Lewis Brisbois by following 'Above the Law' for articles,
interviews, and analyses that feature the firm’s strategies, leadership insights, and industry
trends.

Additional Resources
1. Above the Law: Corporate Legal Strategies Explained
This book delves into the strategic legal practices employed by top law firms like Lewis
Brisbois. It explores how corporations navigate complex regulations and litigation to
maintain a competitive edge. Readers gain insight into the role of legal counsel in risk
management and corporate governance.

2. Inside Lewis Brisbois: A Look at One of America’s Largest Law Firms
An in-depth profile of Lewis Brisbois, this book covers the firm’s history, culture, and growth
into a national powerhouse. It highlights key cases and notable attorneys, providing a
comprehensive overview of its influence in the legal industry. The narrative also discusses
the firm’s approach to client service and innovation.



3. The Business of Law: Lessons from Lewis Brisbois
Focusing on the business aspects of legal practice, this title examines how Lewis Brisbois
balances client needs with profitability. It discusses management techniques, marketing
strategies, and operational efficiencies that have propelled the firm’s success. The book is a
valuable resource for legal professionals interested in firm management.

4. Legal Ethics and Professionalism in Large Law Firms
Using Lewis Brisbois as a case study, this book explores ethical challenges faced by large
law firms. Topics include conflicts of interest, client confidentiality, and professional
responsibility. It provides practical guidance for attorneys navigating ethical dilemmas in
high-stakes environments.

5. Litigation Strategies: Insights from Lewis Brisbois Attorneys
This book compiles strategies and best practices from experienced litigators at Lewis
Brisbois. It covers trial preparation, negotiation tactics, and alternative dispute resolution.
The text serves as a practical guide for lawyers aiming to enhance their litigation skills.

6. Diversity and Inclusion in the Legal Profession: The Lewis Brisbois Approach
Highlighting initiatives at Lewis Brisbois, this book discusses the importance of diversity and
inclusion in law firms. It examines programs designed to foster an inclusive workplace and
promote equity among staff and clients. Readers learn how diversity contributes to firm
culture and client satisfaction.

7. Risk Management for Law Firms: Case Studies from Lewis Brisbois
This title presents a series of case studies illustrating how Lewis Brisbois manages legal and
operational risks. It covers topics such as malpractice prevention, cybersecurity, and
compliance. The book is aimed at law firm administrators and attorneys seeking to
strengthen their risk management practices.

8. Technology and Innovation in Modern Law Firms
Exploring how firms like Lewis Brisbois leverage technology, this book discusses
innovations in legal research, case management, and client communication. It highlights
the impact of technology on efficiency and the delivery of legal services. The book offers
forward-looking perspectives on the future of legal practice.

9. Corporate Law and Litigation: Trends and Challenges
This comprehensive volume addresses current trends in corporate law and litigation,
drawing examples from Lewis Brisbois cases. It covers regulatory changes, emerging legal
issues, and strategic responses by firms. The book is designed for legal practitioners and
corporate executives alike.
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