ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES

ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES REPRESENT A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR PIANISTS ADVANCING THROUGH THE ASSOCIATED
BoARrD oF THE RoyaL ScHooLs oF Music (ABRSM) EXAM SYSTEM. THESE PIECES ARE CAREFULLY SELECTED TO CHALLENGE
TECHNICAL SKILLS, MUSICAL EXPRESSION, AND INTERPRETATIVE ABILITIES, BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN INTERMEDIATE AND
ADVANCED REPERTOIRE. MASTERING ABRSM GRADE O PIANO PIECES REQUIRES A BLEND OF TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY AND
EMOTIONAL DEPTH, AS CANDIDATES ARE EXPECTED TO DEMONSTRATE CONTROL OVER DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION, AND PHRASING.
THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GRADE 6 REPERTOIRE, POPULAR PIECES COMMONLY CHOSEN BY STUDENTS,
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS, AND EFFECTIVE PRACTICE STRATEGIES. UNDERSTANDING THESE ASPECTS CAN HELP PIANISTS PREPARE
THOROUGHLY AND PERFORM WITH CONFIDENCE IN THEIR ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO EXAMINATION. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL
GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE VARIOUS DIMENSIONS OF ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES AND PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHTS FOR BOTH
TEACHERS AND STUDENTS.

o [UNDERSTANDING ABRSM GrADE 6 PiaNo PIECES

PopuLar ABRSM GrADE 6 PIANO REPERTOIRE

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND SKILLS

PRACTICE STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS

o PERFORMANCE TIPS AND INTERPRETATION

UNDERSTANDING ABRSM GRADE 6 P1ANO PIEces

ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES ARE DESIGNED TO TEST A PIANIST'S EMERGING MATURITY IN BOTH TECHNICAL AND MUSICAL
DOMAINS. AT THIS LEVEL, THE REPERTOIRE OFTEN INCLUDES COMPOSITIONS FROM A VARIETY OF MUSICAL PERIODS, SUCH AS
BaroQUE, CLASSICAL, ROMANTIC, AND 20TH-CENTURY STYLES. THESE PIECES REQUIRE A SOLID FOUNDATION OF TECHNIQUE,
INCLUDING THE ABILITY TO MANAGE MORE COMPLEX RHYTHMS, EXTENDED HAND POSITIONS, AND DYNAMIC CONTRASTS. THE
GRADE 6 SYLLABUS AIMS TO CULTIVATE A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF MUSICAL EXPRESSION, ENCOURAGING PERFORMERS TO
INTERPRET PIECES WITH NUANCE AND STYLISTIC ACCURACY. ADDITIONALLY, THESE PIECES OFTEN FEATURE MORE INTRICATE
FINGERW ORK AND PHRASING CHALLENGES COMPARED TO EARLIER GRADES.

STUDENTS PREPARING FOR GRADE 6 SHOULD BE COMFORTABLE WITH READING MUSIC AT A MODERATE TO FAST TEMPO AND
SHOULD BE DEVELOPING SKILLS IN PEDALING, VOICING, AND ORNAMENTATION. THE EXAM PIECES TYPICALLY DEMAND GREATER
CONTROL OF TONE AND TOUCH, AS WELL AS THE ABILITY TO SUSTAIN LONGER MUSICAL LINES WITH CLARITY. OVERALL, ABRSM
GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES SERVE AS A CRITICAL STEPPING STONE TOWARD ADVANCED REPERTOIRE AND MORE DEMANDING TECHNICAL
CHALLENGES.

PopuLArR ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO REPERTOIRE

THE ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES LIST FEATURES A DIVERSE SELECTION OF WORKS THAT CATER TO DIFFERENT MUSICAL
TASTES AND TECHNICAL STRENGTHS. CHOOSING THE RIGHT PIECES OFTEN DEPENDS ON THE STUDENT’S INTERESTS AND AREAS FOR
DEVELOPMENT, BUT SEVERAL COMPOSITIONS HAVE CONSISTENTLY PROVEN POPULAR AMONG CANDIDATES DUE TO THEIR
MUSICAL APPEAL AND PEDAGOGICAL VALUE.

BAROQUE PIECES

BAROQUE REPERTOIRE AT GRADE & TYPICALLY INCLUDES WORKS BY COMPOSERS SUCH AS J.S. BACH AND HANDEL. THESE PIECES



EMPHASIZE CLARITY, ARTICULATION, AND CONTRAPUNTAL AW ARENESS.

e BACH — MINUET IN G MaJor, BWV AnH. 114
e BACH — PoLoNAISE IN G MINOR, BW/V ANH. 119

e HANDEL — AIR FROM SUITE IN D MAJOR

CLAssICAL AND EARLY ROMANTIC PIEces

CLASSICAL AND EARLY ROMANTIC WORKS OFTEN FOCUS ON BALANCED PHRASING, CLEAR HARMONIC STRUCTURES, AND ELEGANT
MELODIC LINES.

e BEETHOVEN — SONATINA IN G MAJOR, ANH. 5 No. 1
® HAYDN — SONATINA IN C MAJOR

e MozART — RonDO IN D MAJOR, K. 485 (SIMPLIFIED)

RoMANTIC AND 20TH CeENTURY PIECES

ROMANTIC AND MODERN PIECES AT THIS LEVEL PROVIDE EXPRESSIVE CHALLENGES AND OFTEN INCORPORATE RICHER HARMONIES
AND MORE VARIED TEXTURES.

® SCHUMANN — ALBUM FOR THE YOUNG, Op. 68 (SELECTED PIECES)
e DeeUsSY — THe LITTLE SHEPHERD (FROM CHILDREN'S CORNER)

¢ GRrIEG — ELFIN DANCE, Op. 12 No. 4

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS AND SKILLS

MASTERING ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES DEMANDS THE DEVELOPMENT OF A BROAD RANGE OF TECHNICAL SKILLS. THE
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE FINGER INDEPENDENCE, ARTICULATION CONTROL, AND THE ABILITY TO MANAGE COMPLEX
RHYTHMS AND SYNCOPATIONS. CANDIDATES SHOULD ALSO DEMONSTRATE DYNAMIC RANGE AND CONTROL OVER TEMPO
FLUCTUATIONS SUCH AS RUBATO.

FINGER TECHNIQUE AND ARTICULATION

GRADE 6 REPERTOIRE OFTEN FEATURES PASSAGES REQUIRING RAPID FINGER MOVEMENT, LEGATO AND STACCATO ARTICULATION
AND FINGER SUBSTITUTION TO MAINTAIN SMOOTHNESS IN MELODIC LINES. THE ABILITY TO EXECUTE SCALES AND ARPEGGIOS
FLUENTLY IN VARIOUS KEYS IS ESSENTIAL FOR BUILDING THE NECESSARY DEXTERITY.
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RHYTHMIC COMPLEXITY

STUDENTS ENCOUNTER MORE INTRICATE RHYTHMIC PATTERNS, INCLUDING TRIPLETS, DOTTED RHYTHMS, AND SYNCOPATION.



(UNDERSTANDING AND ACCURATELY PERFORMING THESE RHYTHMS IS CRUCIAL FOR AUTHENTICITY AND MUSICAL COHERENCE.

PEDALING AND VOICING

PROPER USE OF THE SUSTAIN PEDAL IS INTEGRAL TO GRADE 6 PIECES, DEMANDING THE PIANIST’S SENSITIVITY TO HARMONIC
CHANGES AND TEXTURE. ADDITIONALLY, VOICING REQUIRES HIGHLIGHTING MELODIC LINES WHILE MAINTAINING ACCOMPANIMENT
BALANCE.

PRACTICE STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS

EFFECTIVE PRACTICE IS VITAL FOR MASTERING ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES. STRUCTURED AND FOCUSED PRACTICE ROUTINES
HELP PIANISTS DEVELOP TECHNICAL SKILLS AND MUSICAL UNDERSTANDING PROGRESSIVELY.

SEGMENTED PRACTICE

BREAKING PIECES INTO SMALLER SECTIONS ALLOWS FOR DETAILED WORK ON DIFFICULT PASSAGES. REPETITION OF THESE
SEGMENTS AT SLOW TEMPOS AIDS IN MUSCLE MEMORY AND ACCURACY BEFORE ACCELERATING TO PERFORMANCE TEMPO.

TECHNICAL EXERCISES

INCORPORATING SCALES, ARPEGGIOS, AND FINGER INDEPENDENCE EXERCISES RELATED TO THE KEYS AND TECHNIQUES OF THE
CHOSEN REPERTOIRE REINFORCES UNDERLYING SKILLS ESSENTIAL FOR GRADE O PIECES.

MusICAL INTERPRETATION

PRACTICING DYNAMICS, PHRASING, AND ARTICULATION FROM THE OUTSET ENCOURAGES EXPRESSIVE PLAYING. LISTENING TO
PROFESSIONAL RECORDINGS CAN ALSO PROVIDE VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO STYLISTIC NUANCES.

PERFORMANCE TIPS AND INTERPRETATION

PERFORMING ABRSM GRADE & PIANO PIECES EFFECTIVELY REQUIRES MORE THAN TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY, IT DEMANDS A
THOUGHTFUL APPROACH TO INTERPRETATION AND STAGE PRESENCE.

ExPRrESSIVE PLAYING

UNDERSTANDING THE CHARACTER AND MOOD OF EACH PIECE ENABLES PERFORMERS TO CONVEY EMOTION CONVINCINGLY.
ATTENTION TO TEMPO CHANGES, DYNAMICS, AND PHRASING ENHANCES THE MUSICAL NARRATIVE.

CONFIDENCE AND STAGE PRESENCE

BUILDING CONFIDENCE THROUGH MOCK PERFORMANCES AND POSITIVE VISUALIZATION HELPS REDUCE ANXIETY. MAINTAINING
PROPER POSTURE AND A RELAXED HAND POSITION CONTRIBUTES TO BETTER SOUND PRODUCTION AND ENDURANCE.



FOLLOWING THE SCORE

ADHERING CLOSELY TO THE COMPOSER’S MARKINGS WHILE ALLOWING FOR TASTEFUL PERSONAL EXPRESSION STRIKES THE RIGHT
BALANCE IN ABRSM EXAMINATIONS. CLEAR ARTICULATION OF NOTES AND RHYTHMIC PRECISION ARE CRITICAL FOR A HIGH MARK.

1. CHOOSE PIECES THAT SUIT THE PIANIST’S TECHNICAL LEVEL AND MUSICAL INTERESTS.
2. PRACTICE REGULARLY WITH FOCUSED GOALS TO BUILD SKILL AND CONFIDENCE.

3. PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION, AND PHRASING.

4. USE TECHNICAL EXERCISES TO SUPPORT THE DEMANDS OF THE REPERTOIRE.

5. PREPARE FOR PERFORMANCE CONDITIONS THROUGH MOCK EXAMS OR RECITALS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE SOME POPULAR ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES FOR 2024°

PopuLArR ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES FOR 2024 INCLUDE WORKS BY COMPOSERS SUCH AS BACH, BEETHOVEN, CHOPIN,
AND DEBUSSY, COMMONLY LISTED IN THE CURRENT ABRSM SYLLABUS LIKE BACH'S MINUET IN G, BEETHOVEN'S SONATINA IN G
MAJOR, AND DEBUSSY’S THE LITTLE SHEPHERD.

How piFFicuLT ARE ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES COMPARED TO GRADE 5°

ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES ARE MORE CHALLENGING THAN GRADE 5, FEATURING MORE COMPLEX RHYTHMS, EXTENDED
TECHNIQUES, GREATER TECHNICAL DEMANDS, AND INCREASED INTERPRETATIVE REQUIREMENTS, SERVING AS A BRIDGE TOW ARDS
MORE ADVANCED PLAYING.

CaAN ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES BE USED FOR PERFORMANCE EXAMS?

Yes, ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES ARE SUITABLE FOR PERFORMANCE EXAMS AND ARE OFTEN CHOSEN BY STUDENTS AIMING TO
DEMONSTRATE TECHNICAL PROFICIENCY AND MUSICALITY AT AN INTERMEDIATE TO ADVANCED LEVEL.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE OFFICIAL LIST oF ABRSM GRrRADE 6 PIANO PIECES?

THE oFFICIAL LIST oF ABRSM GRrRADE 6 PIANO PIECES IS AVAILABLE ON THE ABRSM WwEBSITE AND IN THE ABRSM Piano
SYLLABUS BOOK, WHICH IS UPDATED REGULARLY TO INCLUDE CURRENT REPERTOIRE OPTIONS.

How LONG DOES IT TYPICALLY TAKE TO PREPARE AN ABRSM GRrRADE 6 PIANO PIECE?

PREPARATION TIME VARIES BY STUDENT ABILITY, BUT ON AVERAGE, IT MAY TAKE 2 TO 4 MONTHS OF CONSISTENT PRACTICE
TO LEARN AND POLISH AN ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECE TO EXAM STANDARD.

ARE THERE ANY RECOMMENDED PRACTICE TIPS FOR MASTERING ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO
PIECES?

RECOMMENDED PRACTICE TIPS INCLUDE BREAKING THE PIECE INTO SECTIONS, SLOW PRACTICE WITH A METRONOME, FOCUSING ON

DIFFICULT PASSAGES, REGULAR SIGHT-READING, AND CONSISTENT DAILY PRACTICE TO BUILD MUSCLE MEMORY AND MUSICAL
EXPRESSION.



Do ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES INCLUDE PIECES FROM DIFFERENT MUSICAL PERIODS?

Yes, THE ABRSM GRADE 6 SYLLABUS INCLUDES PIECES FROM VARIOUS MUSICAL PERIODS SUCH AS BAROQUE, CLASSICAL,
RoMANTIC, AND 20TH-CENTURY MUSIC, OFFERING STUDENTS A BROAD STYLISTIC RANGE.

W/HAT SKILLS ARE ASSESSED THROUGH ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO PIECES?

SKILLS ASSESSED INCLUDE TECHNICAL ABILITY (SCALES, ARPEGGIOS), SIGHT-READING, AURAL SKILLS, EXPRESSIVE PLAYING,
RHYTHMIC ACCURACY, AND STYLISTIC UNDERSTANDING APPROPRIATE TO THE PIECE'S MUSICAL PERIOD.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. ABRSM GrADE 6 Piano Pieces 2023-2026

THIS ofFfIciAL ABRSM ANTHOLOGY FEATURES A CAREFULLY CURATED SELECTION OF PIECES FOR GRADE 6 PIANO STUDENTS. IT
INCLUDES A DIVERSE RANGE OF STYLES AND COMPOSERS, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE REPERTOIRE TO DEVELOP TECHNICAL
SKILLS AND MUSICALITY. THE BOOK COMES WITH PERFORMANCE NOTES AND FINGERING SUGGESTIONS TO GUIDE LEARNERS
THROUGH EACH PIECE.

2. MASTERING ABRSM GrRADE 6 PIANO: TECHNICAL AND MUSICAL CHALLENGES

DESIGNED TO COMPLEMENT THE ABRSM GRADE 6 SYLLABUS, THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON THE TECHNICAL AND EXPRESSIVE ASPECTS
OF THE REPERTOIRE. |T CONTAINS EXERCISES, PRACTICE TIPS, AND INTERPRETATIVE ADVICE TO HELP PIANISTS OVERCOME
COMMON CHALLENGES. IDEAL FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND REFINE THEIR PERFORMANCE SKILLS.

3. ABRSM GrADE 6 Piano Pieces: A STUDENT’S COMPANION

THIS COMPANION GUIDE OFFERS DETAILED BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE COMPOSERS AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE
GRADE 6 PIECES. EACH CHAPTER INCLUDES ANALYSIS AND PRACTICE STRATEGIES TAILORED TO THE SELECTED WORKS. [T’S A
VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS WANTING TO ENRICH THEIR STUDY EXPERIENCE.

4. ESSeNTIAL PiaNo REPERTOIRE FOR ABRSM GRADE 6

THIS COLLECTION ASSEMBLES SOME OF THE MOST POPULAR AND REW ARDING PIECES FROM THE ABRSM GRADE 6 SYLLABUS. IT
EMPHASIZES MUSICAL EXPRESSION ALONG WITH TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT AND INCLUDES ANNOTATIONS TO HIGHLIGHT KEY
FEATURES OF EACH WORK. THE BOOK IS SUITABLE FOR BOTH CLASSROOM USE AND INDIVIDUAL PRACTICE.

5. ABRSM GrADE 6 PiANO STUDIES AND PIECES

COMBINING TECHNICAL STUDIES WITH PERFORMANCE PIECES, THIS BOOK AIMS TO BUILD A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR GRADE 6
PIANISTS. THE INCLUDED [?] TUDES TARGET SPECIFIC SKILLS SUCH AS FINGER INDEPENDENCE, ARTICULATION, AND DYNAMICS. T
COMPLEMENTS THE REPERTOIRE BY PREPARING STUDENTS FOR THE TECHNICAL DEMANDS OF THE EXAM.

6. INTERPRETATION AND PERFORMANCE OF ABRSM GRADE 6 PiANO PIECES

FOCUSED ON THE ARTISTIC SIDE OF PIANO PLAYING, THIS BOOK GUIDES STUDENTS THROUGH EXPRESSIVE TECHNIQUES AND
STYLISTIC INTERPRETATION. |T INCLUDES COMMENTARIES ON PHRASING, DYNAMICS, AND TEMPO, HELPING PIANISTS BRING THE
GRADE 6 PIECES TO LIFE. SUITABLE FOR ADVANCED STUDENTS SEEKING TO ENHANCE THEIR MUSICAL EXPRESSION.

7. ABRSM GRADE 6 PiANO PIECES: PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE GUIDE

THIS PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OFFERS STRUCTURED PRACTICE PLANS AND PERFORMANCE TIPS TAILORED TO THE ABRSM GrADE 6
REPERTOIRE. |T HELPS STUDENTS MANAGE THEIR PREPARATION EFFECTIVELY AND BUILD CONFIDENCE FOR EXAM SITUATIONS. THE
GUIDE ALSO INCLUDES ADVICE ON SIGHT-READING AND AURAL TESTS TO SUPPORT OVERALL EXAM READINESS.

8. ExPLORING THE ABRSM GRADE 6 PIANO REPERTOIRE

AIMED AT BROADENING STUDENTS’ MUSICAL HORIZONS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE DIVERSE STYLES AND FORMS FOUND IN THE
GRADE 6 SYLLABUS. |T PROVIDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT, STYLISTIC INSIGHTS, AND LISTENING RECOMMENDATIONS ALONGSIDE
EACH PIECE. THIS HOLISTIC APPROACH ENCOURAGES A DEEPER APPRECIATION AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE REPERTOIRE.

9. ABRSM GrADE 6 Piano: TECHNICAL WoRk AND PIECES

THIS VOLUME BALANCES TECHNICAL EXERCISES WITH A SELECTION OF GRADE & PIANO PIECES TO SUPPORT COMPREHENSIVE
SKILL DEVELOPMENT. |T INCLUDES SCALES, ARPEGGIOS, AND SIGHT-READING PRACTICE ALIGNED WITH THE EXAM REQUIREMENTS.
THE INTEGRATED APPROACH HELPS STUDENTS PREPARE EFFICIENTLY FOR ALL ASPECTS OF THE GRADE 6 PIANO EXAM.
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