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The intricate relationship between Adolf Hitler and the occult is a captivating yet
controversial subject that has intrigued historians, scholars, and conspiracy theorists alike.
While Hitler is primarily recognized for his role as the Führer of Nazi Germany and the
atrocities committed under his regime, the influence of esoteric beliefs and practices on his
ideology and actions has been the subject of much speculation. This article delves into the
multifaceted connections between Hitler, the Nazi Party, and the occult, exploring both
historical accounts and popular myths.

Historical Context of the Occult in Early 20th
Century Germany

In the early 20th century, Germany experienced a surge of interest in the occult and
mystical traditions. This fascination was fueled by several factors:

1. Crisis of Faith: The decline of traditional religious beliefs led many to seek alternative
spiritual paths.
2. Romanticism: The Romantic movement emphasized individual experience and the
supernatural, encouraging exploration of mystical philosophies.
3. Nationalism: As German nationalism grew, so did interest in ancient Germanic myths and
folklore, which were often intertwined with occult beliefs.

This backdrop set the stage for various esoteric groups to flourish, many of which would
later intersect with the ideologies of the Nazi Party.

Esoteric Influences on the Nazi Party

The Nazi Party, founded in the aftermath of World War I, embraced a variety of occult and
mystical ideas. While not all party members were directly involved in occult practices,
several key figures were deeply influenced by esoteric thought.

The Thule Society

One of the most notable organizations was the Thule Society, founded in Munich in 1918.
This group combined elements of German nationalism, anti-Semitism, and occultism. Key
aspects of the Thule Society included:

- Racial Superiority: The belief in the Aryan race as a superior lineage, often linked to
ancient myths.
- Occult Rituals: Members engaged in rituals and ceremonies that they believed could tap



into mystical powers.
- Political Influence: The Thule Society played a role in the rise of the Nazi Party, providing
financial support and ideological grounding.

Rosenberg and the Occult

Alfred Rosenberg, one of the leading ideologues of the Nazi Party, was significantly
influenced by occult themes. His writings, particularly "The Myth of the Twentieth Century,"
reflected a synthesis of racial theory and mystical beliefs. Key elements of his thought
included:

- Mystical Racialism: The idea that races possessed spiritual qualities, with Aryans seen as
the bearers of a divine mission.
- Anti-Semitism: Rosenberg's work reinforced anti-Jewish sentiments, portraying Jews as a
corrupting force against Aryan purity.

Hitler’s Personal Beliefs and Practices

While Adolf Hitler himself was not overtly involved in occult practices, he was nonetheless
influenced by a variety of esoteric ideas. His beliefs can be understood through several
lenses.

Interest in Mysticism

Hitler's interest in mysticism is evidenced by his admiration for certain occult symbols and
rituals. For instance:

- The Swastika: Originally an ancient symbol of good fortune, the swastika was appropriated
by the Nazis as a representation of Aryan identity and power.
- Astrology and Prophecy: Some accounts suggest that Hitler consulted astrologers and
believed in prophetic visions that guided his decisions.

The Role of Ahnenerbe

The Ahnenerbe, an organization established in 1935, aimed to research the cultural history
of the Aryan race and sought to prove its superiority through archaeological and
anthropological studies. Its activities included:

- Exploration of Ancient Civilizations: The Ahnenerbe conducted expeditions to uncover
artifacts and texts that could validate their beliefs in Aryan supremacy.
- Occult Research: The organization explored various occult practices, including the study of
ancient runes and magic, to bolster Nazi ideology.



Hitler’s Relationship with Occult Figures

Throughout his rise to power, Hitler encountered several individuals who were prominent in
occult circles. Their influence on him and the Nazi regime varied.

Rudolf Hess

Rudolf Hess, Hitler's deputy and a key figure in the early party, was deeply interested in
astrology and the occult. His beliefs included:

- Astrological Predictions: Hess reportedly consulted astrological charts to make political
decisions.
- Mystical Ideals: He held a vision of a mystical Germany, which aligned closely with Nazi
ideology.

Heinrich Himmler and the SS

Heinrich Himmler, head of the SS (Schutzstaffel), was perhaps the most fervent believer in
the occult among Nazi leaders. His fascination with the esoteric led to:

- Rituals and Ceremonies: Himmler organized secret rituals designed to connect the SS with
the ancient Germanic past.
- Pagan Revival: He sought to replace Christianity with a form of neo-paganism that
emphasized Germanic traditions and the worship of nature.

Myths and Misconceptions

The relationship between Hitler and the occult is often clouded by myths and exaggerated
claims. Some common misconceptions include:

1. Hitler as an Occultist: While some of his associates were involved in occult practices,
there is little evidence to suggest that Hitler himself was a practicing occultist.
2. Nazi Rituals: The idea that the Nazis conducted large-scale occult rituals is largely
unfounded; most of their esoteric interests were more ideological than ritualistic.
3. Supernatural Powers: Claims that Hitler possessed supernatural abilities or was a prophet
are largely speculative and unsupported by historical evidence.

Conclusion

The connection between Adolf Hitler and the occult reflects a complex interplay of ideology,
mysticism, and historical context. While Hitler himself may not have been a devotee of
occult practices, the influences of esotericism were undeniably present within the Nazi



Party and its leadership. Understanding these connections sheds light on the broader
cultural currents of early 20th-century Germany and the ways in which they impacted the
political landscape of the time.

Ultimately, the legacy of Hitler and the occult serves as a reminder of how ideology can
intertwine with mysticism to create powerful narratives that can influence the course of
history. As we continue to explore this dark chapter, it is essential to distinguish between
historical fact and myth, fostering a more nuanced understanding of the forces that shaped
one of history's most notorious regimes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did the occult play in Adolf Hitler's ideology?
Hitler was influenced by various esoteric beliefs, which he believed could help him unify
Germany and establish a new order. He often associated Aryan supremacy with mystical
elements.

Did Hitler have any direct involvement with occult
organizations?
While there is no definitive evidence that Hitler was a member of any occult organization,
some of his inner circle, like Heinrich Himmler, were deeply interested in the occult and
sought to incorporate its principles into Nazi ideology.

How did the Nazi regime utilize occult symbolism?
The Nazi regime adopted various symbols, such as the swastika, which had ancient spiritual
significance. They believed these symbols would convey power and a connection to a
mythical Aryan past.

What was the Ahnenerbe and its connection to Hitler?
The Ahnenerbe was an institute established by the SS to research the archaeological and
cultural history of the Aryan race. It was heavily involved in exploring occult themes and
sought evidence to support Nazi racial theories.

Did Hitler believe in astrology or other forms of
divination?
While Hitler himself was skeptical of astrology, some of his associates, particularly in the
SS, were known to consult astrologers and believed in its significance for making strategic
decisions.



How did the Nazis view ancient civilizations in relation
to the occult?
Nazis idealized ancient civilizations like the Celts and Vikings, linking them to their Aryan
ideology. They believed these cultures possessed mystical knowledge that could be
reclaimed to empower the German people.

What impact did the occult have on Nazi propaganda?
Occult themes were often woven into Nazi propaganda to create a sense of destiny and
divine mission. This was used to justify their militaristic and expansionist policies.

Were there any notable occult artifacts sought by the
Nazis?
The Nazis were rumored to seek various mythical artifacts, such as the Holy Grail and the
Spear of Destiny, believing these items would grant them supernatural powers and
invincibility.

How has the association of Hitler with the occult
influenced modern conspiracy theories?
The association of Hitler with the occult has fueled numerous conspiracy theories,
suggesting secret societies and hidden knowledge influenced Nazi actions. This
mythologizing often oversimplifies historical complexities.
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