
ados 2 scoring guide
ADOS 2 scoring guide is an essential tool for clinicians and researchers in the assessment of autism
spectrum disorders (ASD). The Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule, Second Edition (ADOS-2), is a
standardized diagnostic instrument that plays a pivotal role in the evaluation process. Understanding
how to score and interpret the ADOS-2 results is crucial for accurate diagnosis, treatment planning,
and research. This article will explore the ADOS-2 scoring guide in detail, covering its components,
scoring methods, and the implications of the results.

What is the ADOS-2?

The ADOS-2 is a semi-structured assessment tool designed to evaluate social interaction,
communication, play, and imaginative use of materials in individuals suspected of having ASD. The
tool is versatile and can be used with individuals across a wide range of ages, from toddlers to adults.

Components of the ADOS-2

The ADOS-2 consists of several modules, each tailored for different developmental levels and
chronological ages. The modules include:

1. Module 1: For children who do not yet use phrase speech (typically ages 12-30 months).
2. Module 2: For children who use phrase speech but are not verbally fluent (typically ages 2-5 years).
3. Module 3: For verbally fluent children and young adolescents (typically ages 6-16 years).
4. Module 4: For verbally fluent adolescents and adults (ages 16 and older).

Each module includes a series of standardized tasks and activities designed to elicit specific behaviors
relevant to the diagnosis of ASD.

Understanding the Scoring System

The scoring of the ADOS-2 is based on observed behaviors during the assessment. Clinicians use a
coding system to score each item, which contributes to overall scores for social affect (SA) and
restricted and repetitive behaviors (RRB).

Scoring Scale

The ADOS-2 scoring system typically uses a 0-3 scale for each item, where:

- 0 = no abnormality
- 1 = questionable abnormality
- 2 = definite abnormality



- 3 = very abnormal

The scores for each module are then totaled to provide an overall assessment of the individual's
behaviors.

Domain Scores

The ADOS-2 generates several domain scores:

- Social Affect (SA): Measures social engagement and communication.
- Restricted and Repetitive Behaviors (RRB): Evaluates the presence of repetitive behaviors or
interests.
- Total Score: A combined score from both domains that indicates the overall severity of autism-
related symptoms.

Interpreting ADOS-2 Scores

Interpretation of ADOS-2 scores requires a nuanced understanding of the results. Clinicians must
consider the context of the scores within the broader assessment process, including developmental
history and information from other diagnostic tools.

Cutoff Scores for Diagnosis

The ADOS-2 provides specific cutoff scores that indicate the likelihood of an ASD diagnosis. These
cutoff scores vary by module. Generally, a higher total score suggests a greater likelihood of ASD.
Clinicians must refer to the ADOS-2 manual for specific cutoff scores associated with each module.

Considerations for Interpretation

When interpreting ADOS-2 scores, clinicians should keep in mind:

- Developmental Factors: Different age groups may exhibit different typical behaviors, which can
influence scores.
- Cultural Context: Behaviors that are viewed differently across cultures may affect scoring.
- Comorbid Conditions: Individuals with other developmental or psychological conditions may display
behaviors that complicate the scoring process.

Best Practices for Using the ADOS-2 Scoring Guide

To ensure accurate scoring and interpretation of the ADOS-2, clinicians should adhere to the following
best practices:



1. Comprehensive Training

Clinicians must undergo thorough training to administer and score the ADOS-2 effectively. Familiarity
with the manual and practice with live or recorded assessments can enhance scoring accuracy.

2. Use of Multiple Informants

Gathering information from multiple sources, including parents, teachers, and caregivers, can provide
a more comprehensive view of the individual's behaviors and communication styles.

3. Regular Calibration

Clinicians should engage in regular calibration exercises with peers to ensure consistency in scoring
and interpretation. Participating in workshops or supervision sessions can be beneficial.

4. Continuous Learning

The field of autism research is continually evolving. Clinicians should stay informed about the latest
research findings and updates to the ADOS-2 scoring guide to maintain best practices.

Implications of ADOS-2 Scores for Treatment

The results from the ADOS-2 have significant implications for treatment planning. Understanding the
severity and nature of an individual’s symptoms can guide clinicians in developing tailored
interventions.

1. Targeted Interventions

Scores can inform the selection of interventions that target specific areas of need, such as:

- Social skills training
- Communication therapies
- Behavioral interventions

2. Progress Monitoring

Repeated assessments using the ADOS-2 can help track progress over time. Changes in scores may
indicate the effectiveness of interventions and inform necessary adjustments.



3. Family Support and Education

Clinicians can use ADOS-2 results to provide families with a clearer understanding of their child’s
strengths and challenges. This can help families access appropriate support services and resources.

Conclusion

The ADOS 2 scoring guide is a crucial component in the assessment and diagnosis of autism
spectrum disorders. By understanding the structure, scoring, and interpretation of the ADOS-2,
clinicians can provide accurate and meaningful assessments. This, in turn, leads to effective
treatment planning and better outcomes for individuals with ASD. As the field continues to evolve,
ongoing education and adherence to best practices will remain vital in ensuring the ADOS-2 is used
effectively in clinical and research settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ADOS-2 scoring guide used for?
The ADOS-2 scoring guide is used to assess and diagnose autism spectrum disorders by providing a
standardized method for scoring the Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule, Second Edition
(ADOS-2) assessments.

How are scores calculated in the ADOS-2 scoring guide?
Scores in the ADOS-2 scoring guide are calculated based on a series of observations and interactions
during a structured assessment, with specific behaviors being rated on a scale that reflects their
frequency and severity.

What are the key domains assessed in the ADOS-2 scoring
guide?
The ADOS-2 scoring guide assesses key domains including social interaction, communication, play,
and repetitive behaviors, which are critical for evaluating autism spectrum disorders.

How does the ADOS-2 scoring guide differ for different age
groups?
The ADOS-2 scoring guide includes different modules tailored for various age groups and language
abilities, ensuring that the assessment is appropriate for children, adolescents, and adults.

What is the significance of the calibrated severity scores



(CSS) in the ADOS-2 scoring guide?
Calibrated severity scores (CSS) in the ADOS-2 scoring guide provide a standardized measure of
autism severity, allowing for comparison across different individuals and enhancing the reliability of
diagnosis.
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