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Advanced Grammar in Use by Martin Hewings is a comprehensive resource designed for
learners and teachers of English who wish to delve deeper into the intricacies of the English language.
This book is particularly tailored for advanced learners and covers a wide range of grammatical
points, providing clear explanations and numerous examples. It serves as an essential tool for
students preparing for high-level English examinations, such as the Cambridge Certificate in
Advanced English (CAE) or the International English Language Testing System (IELTS).

In this article, we will explore the structure and content of "Advanced Grammar in Use," the key
features that set it apart from other grammar books, and how it can benefit learners in their journey
toward mastering advanced English grammar.

Structure of the Book

"Advanced Grammar in Use" is divided into several sections, each focusing on different aspects of
English grammar. The book is systematically organized to help learners progress through increasingly
complex topics. Here’s a breakdown of its structure:

1. Introduction

The introduction provides an overview of the book's purpose and how it can be effectively used. It
encourages learners to engage with the material actively and to think critically about their use of
grammar.

2. Thematic Units

The main body of the book is divided into thematic units that cover a variety of grammatical
structures, including:

- Tenses and Aspect: Detailed explanations of various tenses, including present, past, and future
forms, along with their aspects (simple, continuous, perfect).

- Modality: Exploration of modal verbs and their functions in expressing possibility, necessity, and
ability.

- Conditionals: A thorough examination of conditional sentences, including zero, first, second, third,
and mixed conditionals.

- Reported Speech: Rules and nuances of transforming direct speech into reported speech, including
changes in tense and pronouns.

- Noun Phrases: Analyzing the structure of noun phrases and their modifiers to enhance sentence
complexity.



- Adverbial Clauses: Understanding how adverbial clauses function to provide additional information
about time, reason, condition, and contrast.

3. Practice Exercises

Each unit is supplemented with practice exercises that allow learners to apply what they have
learned. These exercises vary in format, including:

- Fill-in-the-blank: Completing sentences with the correct grammatical form.

- Multiple choice: Selecting the appropriate option from a list based on context.

- Error correction: Identifying and correcting grammatical mistakes in provided sentences.

- Writing prompts: Encouraging learners to produce their own sentences or paragraphs using specific
grammatical structures.

4. Reference Section

The book includes a comprehensive reference section at the end, which provides quick access to key
grammatical rules and structures. This section is particularly useful for learners who need to review
specific points before writing or speaking.

Key Features of Advanced Grammar in Use

"Advanced Grammar in Use" is distinguished by several key features that enhance its usability and
effectiveness:

1. Clear Explanations

One of the standout features of this book is its clarity. Complex grammatical concepts are broken
down into understandable sections, often supported by visual aids such as charts and tables. Each
point is accompanied by examples that illustrate correct usage, making it easier for learners to grasp
challenging ideas.

2. Contextualized Practice

The practice exercises are designed to be contextualized, helping learners understand how grammar
functions within real-life scenarios. This approach not only solidifies understanding but also boosts
confidence in using grammar in everyday communication.



3. Self-study Orientation

While the book is an excellent resource for classroom instruction, it is also geared toward self-study.
The logical organization and clear explanations empower learners to navigate the material
independently, making it suitable for those who may not have access to a teacher.

4. Advanced Focus

As the title suggests, "Advanced Grammar in Use" focuses on advanced grammatical structures that
are essential for achieving fluency and sophistication in English. This focus makes it particularly
beneficial for learners who have a foundational understanding of English and are looking to refine
their skills.

Benefits of Using Advanced Grammar in Use

The use of "Advanced Grammar in Use" provides numerous benefits for learners aiming to enhance
their grammatical proficiency:

1. Improved Writing Skills

By studying advanced grammar, learners can significantly improve their writing skills. Understanding
complex structures allows for greater variety and precision in written communication, which is crucial
for academic and professional settings.

2. Enhanced Speaking Ability

Mastering advanced grammar equips learners with the tools necessary for articulate speech. It
enables them to express ideas clearly and effectively, which is particularly important in discussions,
presentations, and interviews.

3. Preparation for Exams

For students preparing for high-level English examinations, this book serves as an invaluable
resource. The focus on advanced structures reflects the expectations of these exams, helping
learners to perform better and achieve higher scores.

4. Confidence Boost

As learners become more familiar with advanced grammar, their confidence in using the language



grows. This newfound confidence encourages more active participation in conversations and written
communication, further enhancing their language skills.

How to Use Advanced Grammar in Use Effectively

To maximize the benefits of "Advanced Grammar in Use," learners should adopt a strategic approach:

1. Set Clear Goals

Before starting, set specific goals for what you wish to achieve. Whether it’s improving writing skills or
preparing for an exam, having clear objectives will help maintain focus.

2. Create a Study Schedule

Regular practice is essential for mastering advanced grammar. Create a study schedule that allocates
time for reading, exercises, and review.

3. Engage with the Exercises

Don’t skip the practice exercises. Engaging with these will reinforce your understanding and help
solidify the grammatical concepts covered in each unit.

4. Review Regularly

Grammar requires ongoing practice and reinforcement. Regularly review previous units to ensure that
you retain what you have learned.

5. Seek Feedback

If possible, share your writing or engage in conversations with a teacher or language partner.
Constructive feedback can help identify areas for improvement and guide your learning.

Conclusion

"Advanced Grammar in Use" by Martin Hewings is an essential resource for anyone looking to master
the complexities of English grammar. Its clear explanations, contextualized practice, and focus on
advanced structures make it ideal for learners at a higher level. By engaging with this book, learners



can enhance their writing and speaking skills, prepare for exams, and ultimately gain the confidence
needed to communicate effectively in English. Whether used in a classroom or for self-study,
"Advanced Grammar in Use" is a valuable tool on the journey to grammatical proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of 'Advanced Grammar in Use' by
Martin Hewings?
The primary focus of 'Advanced Grammar in Use' is to provide advanced learners of English with a
comprehensive understanding of complex grammatical structures, along with practical examples and
exercises to enhance their proficiency.

How does 'Advanced Grammar in Use' differ from other
grammar books?
Unlike many other grammar books, 'Advanced Grammar in Use' is specifically designed for advanced
learners, featuring in-depth explanations, nuanced usage notes, and a variety of real-life examples
that cater to the specific needs of proficient English speakers.

Are there exercises included in 'Advanced Grammar in Use' to
practice grammar points?
Yes, 'Advanced Grammar in Use' includes numerous exercises at the end of each unit, allowing
learners to practice and reinforce their understanding of the grammatical concepts presented.

Is 'Advanced Grammar in Use' suitable for self-study?
Yes, 'Advanced Grammar in Use' is designed for self-study, with clear explanations and exercises that
enable learners to work independently, making it an excellent resource for those preparing for exams
or seeking to improve their English grammar skills.

What level of English proficiency is 'Advanced Grammar in
Use' intended for?
The book is intended for learners at the C1 to C2 levels of the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR), targeting individuals who have a strong grasp of English and wish to
refine their grammatical knowledge.
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