
africa in 1914 map worksheet answers
Africa in 1914 map worksheet answers provide an insightful lens into the geopolitical landscape of
the African continent at the cusp of World War I. The year 1914 was a pivotal time in African history,
marked by colonial domination and the imminent changes brought by global conflict. Understanding
the political boundaries, colonial powers, and ethnic diversity of Africa during this period is essential
for grasping the historical context that shaped the continent's modern identity. This article will
explore the key elements of the Africa of 1914, including colonial powers, territory divisions, and
significant events that led to the continent's transformation.

Colonial Powers in Africa

In 1914, Africa was largely divided among several European colonial powers. The continent was a
patchwork of territories governed by various nations, each with distinct interests and administrative
styles. The major colonial powers included:

1. Britain: Controlled vast regions, including Egypt, Sudan, South Africa, and parts of East Africa.
2. France: Held significant territories in West Africa, including Senegal, Mali, and parts of Algeria,
as well as Madagascar.
3. Germany: Managed several colonies, such as present-day Namibia, Tanzania, Cameroon, and
Togo.
4. Belgium: Dominated the Congo Free State, infamous for its brutal exploitation of resources and
people.
5. Portugal: Governed Angola and Mozambique, focusing on resource extraction and agricultural
production.
6. Italy: Controlled territories such as Libya and parts of the Horn of Africa, including Eritrea and
Somalia.
7. Spain: Held small territories, including Spanish Morocco and Equatorial Guinea.

Impact of Colonial Rule

The colonial powers imposed their governance structures, often disregarding existing ethnic and
cultural boundaries. This led to significant changes in:

- Economy: Colonial economies were primarily extractive, focusing on raw materials for export. Cash
crops replaced subsistence farming, leading to food insecurity and economic dependency.
- Society: Colonial administrations often disrupted traditional social structures, eroding local
authority and implementing European education systems that marginalized indigenous knowledge.
- Culture: Missionaries sought to convert Africans to Christianity, which led to a complex interplay
between traditional beliefs and introduced religions.



Geopolitical Divisions in 1914

The map of Africa in 1914 reflects the arbitrary divisions created by European powers during the
"Scramble for Africa." These divisions often ignored ethnic, linguistic, and cultural realities on the
ground.

Boundaries and Territories

The boundaries established often resulted in multi-ethnic states that created tensions and conflicts
which persist to this day. Some notable divisions included:

- West Africa: Dominated by French and British territories, this region was characterized by diverse
ethnic groups, including the Yoruba, Igbo, and Ashanti.
- East Africa: British control over Kenya and Uganda contrasted with German rule in Tanganyika;
ethnic groups such as the Kikuyu and Maasai faced significant changes to their ways of life.
- Southern Africa: British and Dutch settlers clashed in regions like South Africa, leading to the
establishment of apartheid policies that would last for decades.
- Central Africa: The Congo Free State under Belgian rule was notorious for its exploitation, leading
to a humanitarian crisis that drew international condemnation.

Significant Events Leading to 1914

Several key events set the stage for Africa's political landscape in 1914. Understanding these events
provides context for the tensions that would arise during and after World War I.

Berlin Conference (1884-1885)

- Purpose: The Berlin Conference aimed to regulate European colonization and trade in Africa,
leading to the "Scramble for Africa."
- Outcome: European powers delineated territorial claims without regard for indigenous populations,
resulting in arbitrary borders that ignored ethnic and cultural identities.

Resistance Movements

Despite colonial control, various resistance movements emerged across the continent, reflecting the
desire of African peoples to reclaim autonomy and resist exploitation. Notable examples included:

- The Maji Maji Rebellion (1905-1907): A significant uprising against German colonial rule in
present-day Tanzania.
- The Herero and Namaqua Genocide (1904-1907): The brutal repression of the Herero and Nama
people in German South West Africa (Namibia).
- The Ashanti Wars (1823-1900): A series of conflicts between the British and the Ashanti Empire in



present-day Ghana.

Effects of World War I on Africa

The outbreak of World War I in 1914 had profound consequences for Africa, despite the continent
being largely viewed as a peripheral theater in the conflict.

Military Recruitment and Labor

- Recruitment: Many African men were conscripted or volunteered to fight for colonial powers, with
thousands serving in various theaters of war, particularly in East Africa and the Middle East.
- Labor Contributions: The war effort required vast amounts of labor for logistics, agriculture, and
production, which pulled many Africans into the colonial economy.

Post-War Implications

Following the war, the geopolitical landscape of Africa underwent significant changes:

- Mandates System: The League of Nations introduced the mandates system, placing former German
and Ottoman territories under the control of victorious powers, further entrenching colonial rule.
- Rise of Nationalism: The experience of war and the subsequent peace negotiations sparked a wave
of nationalist sentiments across the continent. Leaders began to advocate for independence, laying
the groundwork for future movements.

Conclusion

The Africa in 1914 map worksheet answers encapsulate a complex narrative of colonialism,
resistance, and emerging nationalism that characterized the continent at the dawn of World War I.
The arbitrary divisions and colonial practices established during this time have had lasting effects,
influencing modern African states' political and social landscapes. Understanding this historical
context is crucial for comprehending the challenges and transformations that have shaped Africa in
the 20th and 21st centuries. As we reflect on the map of Africa in 1914, we recognize the resilience
of African peoples in their ongoing struggle for autonomy, identity, and self-determination in the
face of colonial legacies that continue to impact the continent today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What significant events in Africa occurred around 1914 that



are relevant to a map worksheet?
In 1914, Africa was largely divided among European colonial powers, which is crucial for
understanding the geopolitical landscape of the continent during that time.

Which countries were the main colonial powers in Africa in
1914?
The main colonial powers in Africa in 1914 included Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal,
and Italy.

How did the borders depicted on a 1914 Africa map differ from
today's borders?
The borders in 1914 were often drawn arbitrarily by colonial powers and did not reflect ethnic or
cultural divisions, leading to significant differences from today's borders.

What impact did World War I (starting in 1914) have on
Africa's colonial map?
World War I led to shifts in colonial rule and territorial changes, as some colonies were directly
involved in the conflict and others saw changes in administration post-war.

What role did the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 play in
shaping Africa's map by 1914?
The Berlin Conference established the rules for the colonization of Africa, leading to the partition of
the continent among European powers, which defined the borders seen in 1914.

Which regions of Africa were not colonized by 1914?
By 1914, only Ethiopia and Liberia remained independent, with Ethiopia successfully resisting
colonization and Liberia established as a settlement for freed American slaves.

What were the primary resources driving European
colonization efforts in Africa by 1914?
Key resources included rubber, ivory, gold, and later, minerals such as diamonds and copper, which
fueled European interest in Africa.

Can you identify any African leaders who resisted colonial rule
by 1914?
Notable leaders included Emperor Menelik II of Ethiopia, who successfully defeated Italian forces at
the Battle of Adwa in 1896, and Samori Touré, who resisted French colonization in West Africa.



What educational activities can be used to teach about Africa's
map in 1914?
Activities can include comparing historical maps to modern maps, discussing the implications of
colonial borders, and exploring the impact of colonialism on contemporary African nations.
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