
agatha christie ten little niggers
agatha christie ten little niggers is a historically significant and controversial title
originally used for one of Agatha Christie's most famous mystery novels. Published in
1939, the book has undergone various title changes due to evolving social sensitivities and
the offensive nature of its original name. Known widely today as "And Then There Were
None," this classic work has been praised for its intricate plot and suspenseful storytelling.
The novel remains a cornerstone in detective fiction and has influenced countless
adaptations across theater, film, and television. This article explores the origins, plot,
controversies, and legacy of the work initially titled "agatha christie ten little niggers,"
providing a comprehensive understanding of its place in literary history.
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Historical Background and Publication
The novel originally titled agatha christie ten little niggers was first published in the
United Kingdom in 1939. The title was derived from a British blackface song called "Ten
Little Niggers," which itself was adapted from the minstrel song "Ten Little Indians." At
the time, the title was not widely challenged, reflecting the period's social attitudes. The
book was published by Collins Crime Club, a prominent publisher of detective fiction.
Agatha Christie was already an established author, and this novel further cemented her
status as the "Queen of Crime."

Author’s Inspiration and Writing Process
Agatha Christie was inspired by the concept of a closed-circle murder mystery, where
characters are isolated and systematically eliminated. The idea of using a nursery rhyme
as a structural device came from the song referenced in the original title. Christie’s
meticulous planning ensured that the plot was carefully constructed, with each character’s
demise foreshadowed in the rhyme. This approach contributed to the novel's suspense and
originality.



Initial Reception
Upon its release, the novel received positive reviews for its originality and compelling plot.
Readers and critics alike praised the tension and psychological depth Christie brought to
the story. However, the original title began to attract criticism in later decades as societal
awareness of racial insensitivity grew.

Plot Overview and Structure
The narrative of agatha christie ten little niggers revolves around ten strangers invited
to a remote island under different pretexts. Upon arrival, they discover they are accused
of crimes they previously escaped punishment for. One by one, they are mysteriously
killed in ways that correspond to the verses of the nursery rhyme that names them. The
novel’s structure is a tightly woven puzzle that drives the suspense and keeps readers
guessing until the very end.

Main Characters
The story features a diverse cast of characters, each with a distinct background and
secret. Their individual pasts and motivations are critical to understanding the unfolding
mystery. The characters include:

A retired judge

A general

A doctor

A governess

A secretive businessman

An actress

A detective

A chauffeur

A secretary

A mysterious host who never appears in person

Plot Development and Climax
Each murder aligns with a line from the original nursery rhyme, intensifying the



atmosphere of dread. The isolated setting and the characters’ growing paranoia add layers
of psychological complexity. The novel culminates in a surprising revelation that redefines
the entire narrative and challenges readers’ assumptions about justice and morality.

Controversies and Title Changes
The original title agatha christie ten little niggers became increasingly controversial as
social awareness about racial language evolved. The term is now recognized as offensive
and unacceptable, leading publishers and adaptations to change the book’s title to more
neutral alternatives.

Evolution of the Title
The novel has been published under several different titles worldwide, including:

"Ten Little Indians" – used in the United States for many years

"And Then There Were None" – the most widely accepted and current title

"Ten Little Soldiers" – used in some translations and adaptations

The change to "And Then There Were None" is derived from the last line of the nursery
rhyme and has become the standard title to avoid racial insensitivity.

Impact of Controversy on Publication and Adaptations
The controversy surrounding the original title has influenced how the novel is presented in
modern times. Some editions include disclaimers or historical context, while stage and
screen adaptations have avoided the original name entirely. This evolution reflects
broader cultural shifts and the publishing industry's response to social responsibility.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact
agatha christie ten little niggers, under its various titles, has been adapted numerous
times across different media. These adaptations have contributed significantly to the
novel’s enduring popularity and have introduced the story to new generations.

Theatrical and Film Adaptations
The novel has seen multiple stage productions, often under the title "And Then There
Were None." Film adaptations date back to 1945, with several remakes produced over the
decades. Each adaptation interprets the plot with varying degrees of faithfulness to the
source material, often adjusting the title and character details to suit contemporary



audiences.

Television and Radio Versions
Television miniseries and radio dramas have also brought the story to life, employing
suspenseful narration and atmospheric production to capture the novel’s tension. These
adaptations have helped maintain the novel's relevance and accessibility worldwide.

Legacy in Mystery Literature
The novel originally titled agatha christie ten little niggers is widely regarded as one of
the greatest mystery novels ever written. Its innovative plot structure and psychological
depth have influenced countless authors and shaped the genre.

Influence on the Detective Genre
The book’s closed-circle mystery format, where characters are isolated and methodically
eliminated, has become a staple in detective fiction. Agatha Christie’s skillful use of
suspense and misdirection set a high standard for storytelling and inspired other writers
to explore similar themes.

Enduring Popularity and Critical Acclaim
Despite its controversial original title, the novel’s narrative strength and complexity
continue to captivate readers. It frequently appears on lists of best-selling and best-loved
mystery novels, reflecting its timeless appeal and significance in literary history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original title of Agatha Christie's novel now
known as 'And Then There Were None'?
The original title of the novel was 'Ten Little Niggers,' which was later changed due to its
offensive nature.

Why was the title 'Ten Little Niggers' changed to 'And
Then There Were None'?
The title was changed to 'And Then There Were None' to remove the racial slur and make
the book more acceptable to modern audiences.



When was 'Ten Little Niggers' first published?
The novel was first published in 1939.

What is the main plot of the novel originally titled 'Ten
Little Niggers'?
The story involves ten strangers invited to an isolated island, where they are accused of
crimes and systematically killed one by one.

How has Agatha Christie's novel been adapted over the
years?
The novel has been adapted into numerous stage plays, films, radio dramas, and TV shows,
often using the title 'And Then There Were None.'

What was the controversy surrounding the language and
themes in 'Ten Little Niggers'?
The original title and use of racial slurs have been criticized for being offensive and racist,
leading to changes in titles and language in later editions.

Is 'Ten Little Niggers' still published under this title
today?
No, modern editions use the title 'And Then There Were None' to avoid offensive language.

What impact did the novel have on the mystery genre?
Agatha Christie's novel is considered a classic and a pioneering work in the mystery
genre, influencing many subsequent works with its plot structure and suspense
techniques.

Additional Resources
1. And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie
This classic mystery novel, originally titled "Ten Little Niggers," revolves around ten
strangers invited to a remote island under different pretexts. One by one, the guests are
accused of past crimes and systematically murdered according to a chilling nursery
rhyme. The story explores themes of justice, guilt, and human nature, culminating in a
suspenseful and unexpected twist.

2. The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie
Another masterpiece by Christie, this novel features the famous detective Hercule Poirot
solving a baffling murder in a quiet English village. The narrative is renowned for its
innovative twist ending and exploration of unreliable narration. It remains one of



Christie’s most celebrated and debated works.

3. Death on the Nile by Agatha Christie
Set against the exotic backdrop of the Nile River, this novel follows Hercule Poirot as he
investigates the murder of a wealthy heiress during a luxurious cruise. With a cast of
colorful suspects, Christie weaves a tale of passion, jealousy, and betrayal. The book is a
classic example of her skill in building suspense and complex characters.

4. The ABC Murders by Agatha Christie
In this thriller, Poirot is pitted against a serial killer who murders victims in alphabetical
order. The novel delves into the psychology of both the detective and the murderer, as
Poirot races against time to prevent further killings. Its clever plot and pacing have made
it a favorite among mystery lovers.

5. Five Little Pigs by Agatha Christie
This novel investigates a murder case from sixteen years earlier, where a woman was
convicted of poisoning her husband. Poirot reopens the case by interviewing five suspects,
each with their own perspective on the events. The story is a fascinating study of memory,
perception, and truth.

6. The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Inspired by Christie’s style, this young adult mystery centers around sixteen heirs
competing to solve the puzzle of millionaire Sam Westing’s death. The novel is filled with
clever clues, red herrings, and humorous characters, making it an engaging and intricate
whodunit. It highlights themes of greed, family, and identity.

7. The Moonstone by Wilkie Collins
Often cited as the first detective novel in English literature, this story features the theft of
a priceless diamond and the subsequent investigation. The narrative employs multiple
viewpoints, enhancing the mystery and suspense. Its influence on the genre paved the way
for future detective fiction, including Christie’s works.

8. Malice Aforethought by Francis Iles
This psychological thriller explores the mind of a man who plans to murder his wife.
Unlike traditional mysteries, the reader is privy to the murderer’s thoughts, creating a
tense and chilling atmosphere. The novel examines themes of morality, deception, and the
nature of evil.

9. In a Glass Darkly by Agatha Christie
A collection of short stories centered around psychics, mediums, and supernatural
occurrences, this book showcases Christie’s versatility beyond traditional detective fiction.
Each tale combines elements of suspense, mystery, and the uncanny, often culminating in
a surprising resolution. It offers a unique glimpse into Christie’s fascination with the
paranormal.
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