AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK

AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK SERVES AS A CRITICAL RESOURCE FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS.
THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE COVERS ESSENTIAL TACTICS, TECHNIQUES, AND PROCEDURES NECESSARY FOR PLANNING AND
EXECUTING SUCCESSFUL AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS. THE HANDBOOK PROVIDES DETAILED INFORMATION ON HELICOPTER OPERATIONS,
TROOP DEPLOYMENT, EQUIPMENT HANDLING, AND MISSION COORDINATION. BY UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT WITHIN THIS
MANUAL, SOLDIERS CAN ENHANCE THEIR READINESS AND EFFECTIVENESS IN DIVERSE COMBAT ENVIRONMENTS. ADDITIONALLY, THE
AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK EMPHASIZES SAFETY PROTOCOLS AND COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES THAT ARE VITAL DURING COMPLEX
AIRBORNE OPERATIONS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE KEY COMPONENTS OF THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK, HIGHLIGHTING ITS
IMPORTANCE IN MODERN MILITARY ENGAGEMENTS AND TRAINING. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL EXPLORE THE CORE ELEMENTS,
OPERATIONAL PLANNING, EXECUTION PHASES, AND SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS OUTLINED IN THE HANDBOOK.

o OVERVIEW OF THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK

Key CoMPONENTS OF AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS

o PLANNING AND PREPARATION

® EXECUTION OF AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS

SAFETY AND COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS

OVERVIEW OF THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK

THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK PROVIDES A STRUCTURED FRAMEWORK FOR CONDUCTING AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS, WHICH
INVOLVE THE INSERTION OF GROUND FORCES INTO HOSTILE OR SENSITIVE AREAS USING ROTARY-WING AIRCRAFT. THIS MANUAL
IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST COMMANDERS AND SOLDIERS IN UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES OF AIR MOBILITY AND INTEGRATING
AVIATION ASSETS WITH GROUND MANEUVER FORCES. |T OUTLINES THE PRINCIPLES OF AIR ASSAULT TACTICS, THE ROLES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARTICIPATING UNITS, AND THE COORDINATION REQUIRED BETWEEN AVIATION AND INFANTRY ELEMENTS. By
OFFERING A STANDARDIZED APPROACH, THE HANDBOOK ENSURES CONSISTENT TRAINING AND OPERATIONAL SUCCESS ACROSS
VARIOUS UNITS AND MISSIONS.

PURPOSE AND ScoOPE

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK IS TO SERVE AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDE THAT SUPPORTS THE
PLANNING, PREPARATION, AND EXECUTION OF AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS. IT COVERS A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS INCLUDING
HELICOPTER CAPABILITIES, LOAD PLANNING, INSERTION AND EXTRACTION TECHNIQUES, AND CONTINGENCY PROCEDURES. THE
SCOPE INCLUDES TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS, LOGISTICAL SUPPORT, AND THE INTEGRATION OF FIRE SUPPORT ASSETS TO
MAXIMIZE COMBAT EFFECTIVENESS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE COVERAGE MAKES THE HANDBOOK AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL FOR
COMMANDERS, PILOTS, AND GROUND FORCES INVOLVED IN AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND EVOLUTION

AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS HAVE EVOLVED SIGNIFICANTLY SINCE THEIR INCEPTION DURING W ORLD W/ AR || AND THE VIETNAM
\X/AR, WHERE HELICOPTERS REVOLUTIONIZED BATTLEFIELD MOBILITY. THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK REFLECTS THIS EVOLUTION
BY INCORPORATING LESSONS LEARNED FROM PAST CONFLICTS AND ADVANCES IN AVIATION TECHNOLOGY. |T ADAPTS TO MODERN
W ARFARE REQUIREMENTS, ADDRESSING CHALLENGES SUCH AS URBAN COMBAT, JOINT OPERATIONS, AND THE USE OF UNMANNED
AERIAL SYSTEMS. UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORICAL PROGRESSION HELPS USERS APPRECIATE THE STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL
VALUE OF AIR ASSAULT CAPABILITIES.



Key CoMPONENTS OF AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS

EFFECTIVE AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS RELY ON SEVERAL CRITICAL COMPONENTS OUTLINED IN THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK.
THESE INCLUDE THE COORDINATION OF AVIATION ASSETS, GROUND FORCE MOVEMENT, AND SUPPORT ELEMENTS THAT ENSURE
MISSION SUCCESS. THE HANDBOOK DETAILS THE FUNCTIONS OF EACH COMPONENT AND DESCRIBES HOW THEY INTERRELATE
WITHIN THE OPERATIONAL FRAMEW ORK.

AVIATION AsSeTS AND CAPABILITIES

HELICOPTERS ARE THE BACKBONE OF AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS, PROVIDING RAPID MOBILITY AND FLEXIBILITY ON THE BATTLEFIELD.
THE HANDBOOK DESCRIBES VARIOUS AIRCRAFT TYPES COMMONLY USED, SUCH AS THE UH-60 BLack Hawk ano CH-47
CHINOOK, FOCUSING ON THEIR CAPABILITIES, LIMITATIONS, AND ROLES DURING OPERATIONS. IT ALSO EMPHASIZES MAINTENANCE
REQUIREMENTS AND LOAD PLANNING TO OPTIMIZE AIRCRAFT PERFORMANCE AND MISSION READINESS.

GROUND FORCES AND LOAD PLANNING

PROPER PREPARATION OF GROUND TROOPS AND EQUIPMENT IS ESSENTIAL FOR SUCCESSFUL AIR ASSAULT EXECUTION. THE
HANDBOOK PROVIDES DETAILED GUIDANCE ON LOAD PLANNING TO ENSURE WEIGHT AND BALANCE CONSTRAINTS ARE MET, WHICH
AFFECTS AIRCRAFT SAFETY AND MANEUVERABILITY. |T ALSO DISCUSSES THE ORGANIZATION OF ASSAULT FORCES, INCLUDING
ASSAULT PLATOONS, SECURITY ELEMENTS, AND SUPPORT PERSONNEL, TO FACILITATE SMOOTH INSERTION AND EXTRACTION.

SUPPORT AND FIREPOWER INTEGRATION

SUPPORTING FIRE FROM ARTILLERY, CLOSE AIR SUPPORT, AND OTHER ASSETS IS CRITICAL TO PROTECT AIR ASSAULT FORCES
DURING LANDING AND MANEUVER PHASES. THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK OUTLINES PROCEDURES FOR COORDINATING FIRE
SUPPORT, ESTABLISHING LANDING ZONES (LZS), AND SECURING PERIMETERS. THIS INTEGRATION ENHANCES THE COMBAT POWER
OF AIR ASSAULT TEAMS AND MITIGATES RISKS POSED BY ENEMY FORCES.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

THOROUGH PLANNING AND PREPARATION ARE PARAMOUNT IN AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS, AS OUTLINED EXTENSIVELY IN THE AIR
ASSAULT HANDBOOK. THIS PHASE INVOLVES DETAILED MISSION ANALYSIS, RECONNAISSANCE, REHEARSALS, AND COORDINATION
WITH ALL PARTICIPATING UNITS. THE HANDBOOK SERVES AS A CHECKLIST AND REFERENCE TO ENSURE NO CRITICAL ELEMENTS ARE
OVERLOOKED.

MissioN ANALYSIS AND INTELLIGENCE

UNDERSTANDING THE OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AND ENEMY CAPABILITIES IS ESSENTIAL FOR MISSION SUCCESS. THE HANDBOOK
EMPHASIZES GATHERING AND ANALYZING INTELLIGENCE TO IDENTIFY SUITABLE LANDING ZONES, ENEMY THREATS, AND TERRAIN
CONSIDERATIONS. |T GUIDES COMMANDERS IN ASSESSING RISKS AND DEVELOPING CONTINGENCY PLANS TO ADDRESS POTENTIAL
CHALLENGES DURING THE ASSAULT.

ReHEARSALS AND COORDINATION

CONDUCTING REHEARSALS ALLOWS UNITS TO PRACTICE THEIR ROLES AND REFINE TIMING, COMMUNICATION, AND MOVEMENT. THE
AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF REHEARSALS AT VARIOUS LEVELS, FROM PLATOON DRILLS TO FULL
MISSION SIMULATIONS. COORDINATION MEETINGS BETWEEN AVIATION AND GROUND UNITS ENSURE SYNCHRONIZATION AND
CLARIFY RESPONSIBILITIES.



EQUIPMENT AND LOAD PREPARATION

PREPARING EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL LOADS IS A DETAILED PROCESS COVERED BY THE HANDBOOK. |T INCLUDES INSTRUCTIONS
ON PACKAGING, SECURING, AND BALANCING LOADS TO COMPLY WITH AIRCRAFT LIMITATIONS. SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR
WEAPONS, AMMUNITION, AND SENSITIVE EQUIPMENT ARE ADDRESSED TO MAINTAIN OPERATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS UPON INSERTION.

EXECUTION OF AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS

THE EXECUTION PHASE DESCRIBED IN THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK COVERS THE ACTUAL CONDUCT OF THE MISSION FROM
INSERTION TO EXTRACTION. THIS SECTION DETAILS STEP-BY-STEP PROCEDURES, EMPHASIZING TIMING, COMMUNICATION, AND
ADAPTABILITY IN DYNAMIC COMBAT SITUATIONS.

INSERTION TECHNIQUES

INSERTION METHODS VARY DEPENDING ON MISSION OBJECTIVES AND TERRAIN. THE HANDBOOK DESCRIBES COMMON TECHNIQUES
SUCH AS RAPPELLING, FAST-ROPING, AND LANDING ZONE INSERTIONS. |T PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON SELECTING APPROPRIATE
METHODS TO MINIMIZE EXPOSURE AND MAXIMIZE SPEED DURING TROOP DEPLOYMENT.

SECURING THE LANDING ZONE

SECURING THE LZ IS CRITICAL TO ESTABLISH A FOOTHOLD FOR FOLLOW-ON FORCES. THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK OUTLINES
TACTICS FOR RAPID PERIMETER ESTABLISHMENT, CLEARING ENEMY THREATS, AND SETTING UP COMMUNICATION LINKS. THis
ENSURES THE SAFETY OF INCOMING FORCES AND FACILITATES SUBSEQUENT MISSION PHASES.

MoVEMENT AND ASSAULT OPERATIONS

ONCE INSERTED, AIR ASSAULT FORCES EXECUTE THEIR TACTICAL OBJECTIVES, WHICH MAY INCLUDE ATTACKING ENEMY
POSITIONS, SECURING KEY TERRAIN, OR CONDUCTING RECONNAISSANCE. THE HANDBOOK COVERS MOVEMENT FORMATIONS, FIRE
AND MANEUVER TECHNIQUES, AND COORDINATION WITH SUPPORTING FIRES TO MAINTAIN MOMENTUM AND COMBAT
EFFECTIVENESS.

EXTRACTION PROCEDURES

EXTRACTION IS PLANNED WITH EQUAL DILIGENCE TO INSERTION. THE HANDBOOK DETAILS PROCEDURES FOR ORDERLY
WITHDRAW AL, LOADING OF PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT, AND COMMUNICATION WITH AVIATION ASSETS. IT ALSO ADDRESSES
EMERGENCY EXTRACTION SCENARIOS TO ENSURE PERSONNEL SAFETY UNDER ADVERSE CONDITIONS.

SAFETY AND COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS

SAFETY AND EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION ARE PARAMOUNT IN AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS DUE TO THE INHERENT RISKS OF
HELICOPTER FLIGHT AND COMBAT ENVIRONMENTS. THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK DEVOTES SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION TO THESE
PROTOCOLS TO MINIMIZE ACCIDENTS AND ENHANCE MISSION COORDINATION.

SAFETY MEASURES AND RISk MITIGATION

THE HANDBOOK OUTLINES COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY MEASURES INCLUDING PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, AIRCRAFT LOADING
PROCEDURES, AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIONS. |T STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF SITUATIONAL AW ARENESS AND ADHERENCE
TO STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES TO REDUCE HAZARDS DURING ALL PHASES OF THE MISSION.



COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS AND PROCEDURES

RELIABLE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AVIATION AND GROUND UNITS IS ESSENTIAL FOR COORDINATION AND SITUATIONAL
UPDATES. THE HANDBOOK DETAILS RADIO FREQUENCIES, CALL SIGNS, AND COMMUNICATION PROTOCOLS THAT ENSURE CLARITY
AND PREVENT MISUNDERSTANDINGS. |T ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE INTEGRATION OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATION TOOLS TO ENHANCE
REAL-TIME INFORMATION SHARING.

CONTINGENCY PLANNING AND EMERGENCY PROTOCOLS

DESPITE THOROUGH PLANNING, UNFORESEEN EVENTS MAY OCCUR DURING AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS. THE HANDBOOK PROVIDES
GUIDANCE ON CONTINGENCY PLANS INCLUDING ALTERNATE LANDING ZONES, CASUALTY EVACUATION, AND AIRCRAFT EMERGENCY
PROCEDURES. THESE PROTOCOLS HELP MAINTAIN OPERATIONAL CONTINUITY AND PERSONNEL SAFETY IN CRITICAL SITUATIONS.

® THOROUGHLY UNDERSTAND HELICOPTER CAPABILITIES AND LIMITATIONS
® PLAN AND REHEARSE MISSION DETAILS METICULOUSLY

e MAINTAIN STRICT SAFETY STANDARDS DURING ALL PHASES

e COORDINATE EFFECTIVELY BETWEEN GROUND AND AVIATION UNITS

PREPARE FOR CONTINGENCIES AND EMERGENCY SCENARIOS

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK?

THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE FOR SOLDIERS AND LEADERS INVOLVED IN AIR ASSAULT
OPERATIONS, DETAILING TACTICS, PROCEDURES, AND SAFETY MEASURES NECESSARY FOR SUCCESSFUL MISSIONS.

\YW/HO TYPICALLY USES THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK?

THE HANDBOOK IS PRIMARILY USED BY MEMBERS OF THE U.S. ARMY AIR ASSAULT UNITS, INCLUDING SOLDIERS UNDERGOING AR
ASSAULT SCHOOL/ AS WELL AS COMMANDERS AND SUPPORT PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN AIR ASSAULT PLANNING AND EXECUTION.

\W/HAT KEY TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK?

KEY TOPICS INCLUDE HELICOPTER OPERATIONS, SLING LOAD PROCEDURES, RAPPELLING TECHNIQUES, AIRCRAFT SAFETY, MISSION
PLANNING, AND AIR ASSAULT TACTICS.

How poes THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK ASSIST IN MISSION PLANNING?

|T PROVIDES DETAILED GUIDANCE ON COORDINATING AIR AND GROUND ELEMENTS, ASSESSING LANDING ZONES, MANAGING SLING
LOAD OPERATIONS, AND ENSURING COMMUNICATION AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE FOLLOWED, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
EFFECTIVE MISSION PLANNING.

Is THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK REGULARLY UPDATED?

YES, THE HANDBOOK S PERIODICALLY UPDATED TO REFLECT THE LATEST TACTICS, TECHNOLOGY, SAFETY STANDARDS, AND
LESSONS LEARNED FROM RECENT OPERATIONS.



CAN CIVILIANS ACCESS THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK?

W/HILE SOME VERSIONS OF THE HANDBOOK MAY BE PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES, THE FULL OFFICIAL
MANUAL IS TYPICALLY RESTRICTED TO MILITARY PERSONNEL.

\WHAT ROLE DOES THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK PLAY IN AIR ASSAULT SCHoOL
TRAINING?

IT SERVES AS THE PRIMARY REFERENCE MATERIAL FOR STUDENTS, PROVIDING ESSENTIAL INFORMATION ON AIR ASSAULT
TECHNIQUES, SAFETY PROCEDURES, AND OPERATIONAL STANDARDS REQUIRED TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE COURSE.

How DOES THE HANDBOOK ADDRESS SAFETY DURING AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS?

THE HANDBOOK OUTLINES STRICT SAFETY PROTOCOLS FOR EQUIPMENT HANDLING, AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS, SLING LOADS,
RAPPELLING, AND EMERGENCY PROCEDURES TO MINIMIZE RISKS DURING AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Air ASSAULT OPERATIONS FIELD MANUAL

THIS COMPREHENSIVE FIELD MANUAL PROVIDES DETAILED GUIDANCE ON PLANNING AND EXECUTING AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS. |T
COVERS EVERYTHING FROM HELICOPTER INSERTION TECHNIQUES TO COORDINATING GROUND AND AIR ELEMENTS, MAKING IT AN
ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN AIR MOBILITY OPERATIONS. THE MANUAL EMPHASIZES SAFETY,

EFFICIENCY, AND TACTICAL ADVANTAGE IN VARIOUS COMBAT SCENARIOS.

2. AIR ASSAULT TACTICS AND TECHNIQUES

FOCUSING ON THE TACTICAL ASPECTS OF AIR ASSAULT, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE STRATEGIES USED TO MAXIMIZE THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF HELICOPTER-BORNE TROOPS. |T DISCUSSES TROOP MOVEMENT, ENEMY ENGAGEMENT, AND INTEGRATION WITH
OTHER MILITARY BRANCHES. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO REAL-WORLD APPLICATIONS AND LESSONS LEARNED FROM
HISTORICAL AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS.

3. THE AIR ASSAULT HANDBOOK FOR LEADERS

DESIGNED FOR OFFICERS AND NCOS, THIS HANDBOOK PROVIDES LEADERSHIP PRINCIPLES SPECIFIC TO AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS.
IT HIGHLIGHTS COMMAND AND CONTROL, MISSION PLANNING, AND TROOP WELFARE DURING AIR-MOBILE MISSIONS. THE BOOK ALSO
INCLUDES CASE STUDIES AND LEADERSHIP CHALLENGES UNIQUE TO AIR ASSAULT ENVIRONMENTS.

4. HericorTer AIR ASSAULT: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO THE AVIATION SIDE OF AIR ASSAULT, FOCUSING ON HELICOPTER OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE, AND
PILOT COORDINATION. [T COVERS THE TYPES OF HELICOPTERS USED, THEIR CAPABILITIES, AND HOW TO EFFECTIVELY EMPLOY
THEM IN COMBAT SCENARIOS. THE BOOK IS VALUABLE FOR BOTH PILOTS AND GROUND FORCES WORKING IN TANDEM.

5. AIR ASSAULT LOGISTICS AND SUPPORT

LOGISTICS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN THE SUCCESS OF ANY AIR ASSAULT MISSION, AND THIS BOOK ADDRESSES THE CHALLENGES OF
SUPPLYING TROOPS IN FAST-MOVING, AIRBORNE OPERATIONS. T OPICS INCLUDE RESUPPLY METHODS, CASUALTY EVACUATION,
AND MAINTENANCE SUPPORT. THE BOOK OFFERS PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS TO ENSURE OPERATIONAL CONTINUITY IN HOSTILE
ENVIRONMENTS.

6. AR ASSAULT TRAINING GUIDE

THIS GUIDE PROVIDES A STRUCTURED TRAINING PROGRAM FOR UNITS PREPARING FOR AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS. |T INCLUDES
DRILLS, EXERCISES, AND EVALUATION CRITERIA DESIGNED TO BUILD PROFICIENCY IN AIR ASSAULT TACTICS AND COORDINATION.
THE GUIDE IS SUITABLE FOR INSTRUCTORS AND TRAINEES AIMING TO IMPROVE READINESS AND EFFECTIVENESS.

7. HisToricAL AR ASSAULT CAMPAIGNS

EXPLORING THE HISTORY OF AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS, THIS BOOK ANALYZES SIGNIFICANT CAMPAIGNS FROM W/ ORLD W AR I
TO MODERN CONFLICTS. IT HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESSES, FAILURES, AND INNOVATIONS THAT HAVE SHAPED CURRENT AIR ASSAULT
DOCTRINE. READERS WILL APPRECIATE THE EVOLUTION OF TACTICS AND TECHNOLOGY IN THIS DYNAMIC FIELD.



8. UrBAN AIR ASSAULT STRATEGIES

URBAN ENVIRONMENTS PRESENT UNIQUE CHALLENGES FOR AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS, AND THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON OVERCOMING
THOSE OBSTACLES. | T DISCUSSES PLANNING FOR CLOSE-QUARTER COMBAT, NAVIGATING RESTRICTED AIRSPACE, AND MINIMIZING
COLLATERAL DAMAGE. THE BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR UNITS TASKED WITH MISSIONS IN DENSELY POPULATED AREAS.

9. JoINT AIR ASSAULT OPERATIONS
THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE INTEGRATION OF DIFFERENT MILITARY BRANCHES IN JOINT AIR ASSAULT MISSIONS. |T COVERS

INTEROPERABILITY, COMMUNICATION, AND COMBINED ARMS COORDINATION TO ACHIEVE MISSION OBJECTIVES. THE TEXT IS
VALUABLE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEXITIES AND BENEFITS OF MULTI-SERVICE AIR ASSAULT EFFORTS.
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