
aleister crowley and the ouija board
aleister crowley and the ouija board have long been subjects of fascination within occult circles
and among enthusiasts of esoteric practices. Crowley, a prominent occultist and ceremonial
magician of the early 20th century, is often linked with various mystical tools, including the Ouija
board. This article explores the historical context of both Crowley and the Ouija board, their
intersection in occult practices, and the impact of Crowley’s teachings on the use of spirit
communication devices. By examining the connections between aleister crowley and the ouija board,
readers will gain insight into the broader themes of spiritualism, ritual magic, and the quest for
hidden knowledge. Additionally, the article addresses common misconceptions and clarifies
Crowley’s actual relationship with the Ouija board, contrasting popular myths with documented
evidence. The following sections provide a structured analysis, starting with background information
and progressing into detailed examinations of Crowley’s influence on spirit communication methods.
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Historical Background of Aleister Crowley
Aleister Crowley (1875–1947) remains one of the most influential and controversial figures in
modern occultism. Known for his prolific writings, Crowley developed a spiritual philosophy called
Thelema, which emphasized individual will and mystical enlightenment. His extensive knowledge of
ceremonial magic, mysticism, and esoteric traditions placed him at the forefront of early 20th-
century occult movements. Crowley was also a member of several secret societies, including the
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn and later founded his own organization, the A∴A∴. His works
include texts on ritual magic, divination, and spiritual communication, which have shaped
contemporary occult practices. Understanding Crowley’s life and teachings provides essential
context for exploring his relationship with tools like the Ouija board.

Early Life and Occult Involvement
Crowley was born into a wealthy British family and showed an early interest in mysticism and the
supernatural. He studied at Trinity College, Cambridge, and soon became involved with the
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, an organization devoted to occult knowledge and magical
practices. His early experiences with ritual magic and spirit communication laid the foundation for
his later work. Crowley’s pursuit of esoteric knowledge often led him to explore various cultural and
mystical traditions, including Eastern mysticism and Western ceremonial magic.



Thelema and Magical Philosophy
The core of Crowley’s teachings is the philosophy of Thelema, summarized by the famous dictum,
“Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.” This philosophy advocates the discovery and
execution of one’s true will, often through spiritual practices and rituals. Crowley’s rituals frequently
incorporated tools such as tarot cards, scrying mirrors, and other divinatory devices. While the Ouija
board is not explicitly central to Thelema, Crowley’s general approach to spiritual communication
has influenced the broader occult use of such devices.

The Origins and Evolution of the Ouija Board
The Ouija board, a tool designed for spirit communication, gained popularity in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. It consists of a flat board marked with letters, numbers, and symbols, along
with a movable pointer called a planchette. Users place their fingers on the planchette, which
supposedly moves to spell out messages from spirits. The Ouija board’s origins are tied to the
spiritualist movement, which sought to establish contact with the afterlife through mediums and
séances. Its cultural impact has been significant, especially in paranormal and occult communities.

Invention and Commercialization
The Ouija board was first patented in 1891 by Elijah Bond, with Charles Kennard and William H. A.
Maupin playing roles in its development and marketing. The name “Ouija” is said to derive from the
combination of the French and German words for “yes” (“oui” and “ja”). Early marketing positioned
the Ouija board as a parlor game and a tool for supernatural communication. Its widespread
adoption was fueled by the public’s fascination with spirit contact following the American Civil War
and the rise of spiritualism.

Use in Spiritualism and Popular Culture
Throughout the 20th century, the Ouija board became a prominent symbol of spirit communication.
It was used in séances to purportedly receive messages from the dead and was often associated with
both innocent curiosity and dark, supernatural fears. The board’s presence in literature, film, and
folklore has contributed to its mystique, often blurring the lines between entertainment and genuine
occult practice. Despite skepticism from scientific communities, the Ouija board remains a popular
tool for those interested in contacting spiritual entities.

Aleister Crowley’s Connection to the Ouija Board
The direct connection between aleister crowley and the ouija board is complex and sometimes
misunderstood. While Crowley’s writings and practices include a broad range of divinatory and
magical tools, there is limited evidence that he used or endorsed the Ouija board specifically.
Nevertheless, Crowley’s influence on modern occultism and spirit communication indirectly ties him
to the broader use of the Ouija board. Exploring his documented experiments and references helps
clarify this relationship.



References to Spirit Communication
Crowley’s work frequently addresses communication with spiritual entities, including angels,
demons, and other supernatural beings. He employed ritualistic methods such as automatic writing,
scrying, and invocation to facilitate these interactions. However, his focus was primarily on
ceremonial magic and direct spiritual contact rather than the popularized Ouija board. In some of
his personal diaries and magical diaries, there are mentions of using planchettes or similar tools, but
these are not extensively detailed or emphasized.

Indirect Influence on Ouija Practices
Although Crowley did not explicitly champion the Ouija board, his teachings about will, spiritual
communication, and ritual have informed many practitioners who also use the board. His emphasis
on discipline, intent, and the harnessing of spiritual forces resonates with how some occultists
approach the Ouija board as a serious tool rather than a mere novelty. This indirect influence
highlights Crowley’s broader impact on the esoteric community’s understanding of spirit
communication devices.

Occult Practices Involving the Ouija Board and
Crowley’s Influence
The intersection of aleister crowley and the ouija board can be better understood by examining how
the Ouija board is used within occult practices inspired by Crowley’s philosophies. While Crowley
himself may not have been a primary user of the Ouija board, his ritualistic and magical frameworks
provide a foundation for responsible and intentional communication with spiritual entities. Many
modern occultists incorporate Crowleyan principles when employing the Ouija board in their rituals.

Ritual Preparation and Intent
Following Crowley’s teachings, practitioners emphasize mindset, purification, and intent before
using the Ouija board. This preparation helps create a controlled environment for spiritual
communication, minimizing unwanted influences. Key elements include:

Cleansing the space with incense or ritual tools

Establishing clear and focused intent

Using protective symbols or prayers

Setting boundaries regarding the entities contacted



Integration with Ceremonial Magic
Incorporating the Ouija board into ceremonial magic rituals often involves using it as a medium for
receiving messages during invocations or evocations. Crowley’s approach to magic stresses the use
of precise ritual gestures, words, and symbols, which can complement Ouija board sessions. This
integration allows practitioners to blend traditional spirit communication with structured magical
practices, enhancing the clarity and safety of the experience.

Common Misconceptions and Myths
The relationship between aleister crowley and the ouija board has been subject to numerous
misconceptions and myths, often fueled by sensationalism and popular culture. Separating fact from
fiction is crucial for a grounded understanding of both Crowley’s legacy and the Ouija board’s role in
occultism.

Myth: Crowley Invented or Popularized the Ouija Board
One common myth is that Crowley either invented the Ouija board or was responsible for its
widespread use in occultism. In reality, the Ouija board predates much of Crowley’s most influential
work and was commercially available before he rose to prominence. While Crowley’s broader occult
influence is undeniable, he did not create or directly promote the board as a tool.

Myth: The Ouija Board Is a Dangerous Tool According to
Crowley
Another misconception is that Crowley explicitly warned against or condemned the Ouija board as
dangerous or demonic. While Crowley cautioned about the risks inherent in any spiritual
communication, his writings do not single out the Ouija board specifically. His focus was on the
practitioner’s control, knowledge, and respect for spiritual forces, rather than condemning specific
tools.

Clarification of Crowley’s Actual Practices
Documented evidence from Crowley’s diaries and publications shows that he preferred more direct
and disciplined methods of spirit communication. His experiments often involved trance states, ritual
invocations, and detailed magical protocols. This contrasts with the more casual or game-like use of
the Ouija board in popular culture. Understanding this distinction helps clarify Crowley’s nuanced
stance on spirit communication devices.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Aleister Crowley and what is his connection to the
Ouija board?
Aleister Crowley was an influential occultist, writer, and mystic known for his work in ceremonial
magic. While he did not invent the Ouija board, he incorporated it and similar spirit communication
tools into his magical practices.

Did Aleister Crowley invent the Ouija board?
No, Aleister Crowley did not invent the Ouija board. The Ouija board was commercially introduced in
the late 19th century by the Kennard Novelty Company, long before Crowley popularized his own
magical system.

How did Aleister Crowley use spirit communication tools like
the Ouija board in his rituals?
Crowley used spirit communication methods, including scrying and automatic writing, and
sometimes Ouija boards, to contact spiritual entities and gather occult knowledge as part of his
ceremonial magic practices.

Are there any writings by Aleister Crowley that mention the
Ouija board?
While Crowley wrote extensively on magical practices and spirit communication, direct references to
the Ouija board in his works are rare; however, he did discuss similar divination tools and methods
for contacting spirits.

What is the significance of the Ouija board in Aleister
Crowley’s magical philosophy?
In Crowley’s magical philosophy, tools like the Ouija board serve as mediums to access higher
spiritual planes and communicate with entities, aiding in gaining esoteric knowledge and advancing
one’s magical practice.

Did Aleister Crowley’s use of the Ouija board influence modern
occult practices?
Yes, Crowley’s integration of spirit communication techniques, including the Ouija board, helped
legitimize and popularize these tools within modern occultism and ceremonial magic circles.

Is it safe to use the Ouija board as Aleister Crowley did in his
rituals?
Using a Ouija board carries risks as it involves attempting to communicate with unknown spiritual
entities. Following safety precautions and understanding the psychological effects are important,
especially in the context of Crowley’s intense occult rituals.



Additional Resources
1. The Confessions of Aleister Crowley
This autobiography offers a deep insight into the life and philosophy of Aleister Crowley, one of the
most controversial occultists of the 20th century. Crowley details his personal experiences with
magic, ritual, and spiritual exploration. Though it does not focus solely on the Ouija board, it
provides context on Crowley’s broader mystical practices and beliefs.

2. The Book of the Law
Written by Aleister Crowley in 1904, this foundational text of Thelema was received through a form
of spirit communication. The book is considered a key spiritual guide for Crowley and his followers.
While not directly about the Ouija board, it relates to the theme of channeling and paranormal
communication.

3. The Ouija Board: A Doorway to the Unknown by Paul Huson
This comprehensive guide explores the history, use, and cultural impact of the Ouija board. It covers
methods of communication with spirits and the risks associated with the practice. The book also
discusses how occultists like Crowley approached similar tools for spirit contact.

4. The Magical Diaries of Aleister Crowley
This collection of Crowley’s personal journals reveals his daily magical workings, rituals, and
experiments with various forms of divination, including spirit communication. Readers gain insight
into Crowley’s mindset and his practical use of occult instruments, shedding light on his complex
relationship with supernatural entities.

5. Ouija: The Most Dangerous Game by Stoker Hunt
This book delves into the dark history and myths surrounding the Ouija board, highlighting stories of
possession and spirit contact gone wrong. It examines the board’s role in occult practices similar to
those employed by Crowley and other magicians. The narrative blends cautionary tales with
historical accounts of spirit communication.

6. Magick Without Tears by Aleister Crowley
A series of letters written by Crowley to students of magic, this book clarifies many aspects of his
magical system. It includes explanations about contacting spirits and communicating with
otherworldly entities. The text offers practical advice that can be applied to tools like the Ouija
board within a ceremonial context.

7. Talking to the Dead: Kate and Maggie Fox and the Birth of Spiritualism by Barbara Weisberg
While focusing on the Fox sisters, pioneers in spirit communication, this book provides valuable
background on the rise of spiritualism, the Ouija board, and related phenomena. It helps frame
Crowley’s later work within a broader historical movement of contacting the dead and the
supernatural.

8. The Crowley Tarot: The Handbook to the Cards by Aleister Crowley and Lady Frieda Harris
Though primarily a guide to the tarot deck designed by Crowley, this book touches on the use of
various divination tools in magical practice. It complements understanding of Crowley’s approach to
mystical communication, which parallels methods used with the Ouija board.

9. Spirit Boards and Their Use in Occult Practices by Michael Howard
This detailed examination of spirit boards, including the Ouija, places them within the context of
Western esotericism. The author discusses their application by famous occultists such as Aleister



Crowley and explores the ceremonial and practical aspects of their use in summoning and
communication rituals.
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