
alfred lord tennyson idylls of the
king
alfred lord tennyson idylls of the king is a seminal poetic work that
reimagines the legendary tales of King Arthur and his knights through a
Victorian lens. This cycle of narrative poems explores themes of chivalry,
honor, betrayal, and the quest for a utopian kingdom, making it one of the
most influential adaptations of Arthurian legend in English literature.
Alfred Lord Tennyson, the Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom during much of
Queen Victoria’s reign, crafted these idylls to reflect both medieval ideals
and contemporary Victorian values. The collection blends myth, history, and
moral reflection, and its rich symbolism continues to inspire readers and
scholars alike. This article delves into the background, structure, themes,
and significance of the idylls, as well as their lasting impact on literature
and culture.
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Background and Historical Context
The alfred lord tennyson idylls of the king were written during the mid-19th
century, a period marked by significant social and political change in
Britain. Tennyson began composing the idylls shortly after the death of his
close friend Arthur Hallam in 1833, which deeply influenced the tone and
themes of loss, idealism, and mortality throughout the work. Published in
various installments between 1859 and 1885, the idylls were intended to
revive the chivalric values of the medieval period while addressing the moral
and spiritual concerns of Victorian society.

The Arthurian legends had long been a part of British folklore, but
Tennyson’s rendition brought a refined poetic sensibility and moral
seriousness to the tales. His portrayal of King Arthur’s court sought to
reflect the Victorian ideals of duty, honor, and social order. The idylls
also mirror the anxieties of the time, such as the tension between progress
and tradition, the role of women, and the search for national identity.



Structure and Composition of the Idylls
The alfred lord tennyson idylls of the king is a cycle of twelve narrative
poems, though not all were published at once. The idylls are loosely
connected, each telling different episodes from the Arthurian legend but
collectively forming a cohesive epic. The poems are written primarily in
blank verse, which allows for a natural, flowing narrative style suited to
epic storytelling.

List of the Twelve Idylls

The Coming of Arthur

Gareth and Lynette

The Marriage of Geraint

The Wedding of Arthur

The Passing of Arthur

Guinevere

Balin and Balan

The Holy Grail

The Last Tournament

The Palace of Art


