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Alive: The Story of Andes Survivors by Piers Paul Read is a gripping tale of
survival that captures the harrowing experiences of a group of Uruguayan
rugby players who were stranded in the Andes Mountains following a
devastating plane crash in 1972. This remarkable true story, meticulously
chronicled by author Piers Paul Read, delves into themes of endurance, human
spirit, and the moral dilemmas faced in extreme circumstances. The narrative
not only recounts the events leading up to and following the crash but also
examines the psychological impact on the survivors as they navigate their
desperate fight for survival.

The Background of the Tragedy

In October 1972, a Fairchild FH-227D aircraft, carrying 45 passengers,
including members of the Old Christians Club rugby team, took off from
Montevideo, Uruguay, heading to Santiago, Chile. The flight faced poor
weather conditions, which significantly hampered visibility. The aircraft
ultimately crashed into the Andes Mountains, resulting in a catastrophic
incident that left the survivors stranded at an altitude of over 12,000 feet.

The Initial Impact of the Crash

The immediate aftermath of the crash was chaotic and devastating:

- Casualties: Of the 45 passengers, 12 died in the crash itself, while others
succumbed to injuries in the following days.
- Survivors: Initially, 33 individuals survived the impact, finding
themselves in an isolated and harsh environment, with limited provisions.
- Conditions: The survivors faced extreme cold, high altitudes, and the
looming threat of avalanches, which added to their dire circumstances.

The survivors quickly realized that their situation was grave; they were
surrounded by a desolate landscape and had no means of communication to call
for help.

The Struggle for Survival

As days turned into weeks, the survivors were forced to confront various
challenges that tested their physical and emotional limits. The harsh
realities of their environment and the dwindling supplies led to desperate



decisions.

Food and Resource Management

With little food available, the survivors resorted to rationing their meager
supplies. Their initial provisions included:

- Leftover food: From the aircraft's catering, which quickly ran out.
- Snow and ice: Used for hydration, but it was insufficient for long-term
survival.

As they faced starvation, the survivors made the harrowing decision to resort
to cannibalism, consuming the bodies of those wh

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors'
about?
'Alive' recounts the true story of a Uruguayan rugby team whose plane crashed
in the Andes mountains in 1972, detailing their struggle for survival and the
extreme measures they took to stay alive.

Who authored 'Alive: The Story of the Andes
Survivors'?
The book was written by Piers Paul Read, a British author known for his works
on survival and disaster.

What themes are explored in 'Alive'?
Themes in 'Alive' include survival, the will to live, moral dilemmas,
friendship, and the human spirit's resilience in the face of extreme
adversity.

How did the survivors manage to stay alive in the
Andes?
The survivors resorted to cannibalism, consuming the bodies of those who had
perished in the crash, as they faced starvation and harsh conditions.

What impact did 'Alive' have on popular culture?
'Alive' has significantly influenced popular culture, inspiring a feature



film adaptation in 1993 and prompting discussions about survival ethics and
human behavior in crises.

What are some critical responses to 'Alive'?
Critics have praised 'Alive' for its gripping narrative and insight into
human psychology, though some have questioned the morality of the survivors'
actions and the portrayal of their decisions.

How does Piers Paul Read approach the subject of
survival in the book?
Read approaches the subject with sensitivity, providing a detailed account of
the physical and psychological challenges faced by the survivors while
maintaining a respectful tone towards their traumatic experiences.

What lessons can be learned from 'Alive: The Story
of the Andes Survivors'?
The book teaches lessons about resilience, the complexities of moral choices
in extreme situations, and the strength of human relationships during crises.
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