
all ap exams ranked by difficulty

All AP Exams Ranked by Difficulty are a crucial consideration for high school
students aiming to earn college credit through Advanced Placement courses.
The Advanced Placement (AP) program offers students the opportunity to take
college-level courses while still in high school, culminating in standardized
exams that can potentially lead to college credits. With over 30 different AP
exams available, students often wonder which tests will pose the greatest
challenges. This article will delve into the various AP exams, ranking them
from easiest to hardest based on factors such as pass rates, average scores,
and student feedback.

Understanding AP Exams

AP exams are designed to assess a student's mastery of college-level
material. Each exam is scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with a score of 3 or
higher typically considered passing. The exams cover a wide range of
subjects, from arts to sciences, and are administered annually in May.
Understanding how these exams are structured and what they entail can help
students prepare better.

Criteria for Ranking AP Exams

When ranking AP exams by difficulty, several factors are taken into account:

Pass Rates: The percentage of students who score 3 or above on the exam.

Average Scores: The mean score of all students who took the exam.

Student Feedback: Insights and opinions from students who have
previously taken the exams.

Content Complexity: The depth of knowledge and analytical skills
required to succeed.

AP Exams Ranked by Difficulty

Based on the criteria outlined above, here is a ranked list of AP exams from
easiest to hardest:

1. AP Psychology
AP Psychology consistently ranks as one of the easiest AP exams. With a pass
rate of around 70% and an average score of 3.25, many students find the
material relatable and engaging. The exam covers key psychological concepts,
theories, and terminology, which many students find intuitive.



2. AP Environmental Science
AP Environmental Science comes in second with a pass rate of approximately
60% and an average score of 3.1. The exam focuses on ecological principles,
environmental issues, and sustainability. Many students appreciate the
relevance of the subject matter to real-world issues.

3. AP US History
With a pass rate of about 54% and an average score of 2.96, AP US History is
often perceived as manageable, especially for students with a strong interest
in history. The content spans a wide range of topics, from pre-colonial times
to contemporary issues, requiring solid memorization and critical thinking
skills.

4. AP Statistics
AP Statistics has a pass rate of around 50%, with an average score of 3.1.
This exam requires students to apply statistical concepts and methods, making
it slightly more challenging than the previous subjects. However, many
students find the logical nature of statistics appealing and accessible.

5. AP English Language and Composition
This exam has a pass rate of approximately 55% and an average score of 3.5.
It tests students' reading and writing skills through analysis and synthesis
of texts. While the exam can be challenging due to the writing component,
many students excel in the analysis portion.

6. AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus AB has a pass rate of about 50% and an average score of 3.2. The
exam covers foundational calculus concepts, which can be difficult for
students who have not taken advanced math courses. However, students who are
well-prepared often perform well.

7. AP Biology
With a pass rate of 57% and an average score of 2.9, AP Biology is known for
its rigorous content covering a wide range of biological concepts. Students
need to grasp complex processes and systems, making it a challenging subject.

8. AP World History
AP World History has a pass rate around 50% and an average score of 2.8. The
exam requires students to understand global historical processes and
patterns, which can be quite extensive and requires good memorization and
analytical skills.



9. AP Chemistry
With a pass rate of around 48% and an average score of 2.7, AP Chemistry is
considered one of the more challenging sciences. The exam tests students on
their understanding of chemical principles, problem-solving skills, and
laboratory practices.

10. AP Physics 1
AP Physics 1 has a pass rate of about 50% and an average score of 2.6. This
exam requires a solid understanding of physics concepts and the ability to
apply them in various scenarios, which can be challenging for many students.

11. AP English Literature and Composition
This exam has an average score of 3.0 and a pass rate of around 45%. The exam
focuses on analyzing literature and writing essays, which requires critical
thinking and strong writing skills.

12. AP Computer Science A
With a pass rate of approximately 65% and an average score of 3.1, AP
Computer Science A is accessible for students with a solid foundation in
programming. However, the logical and mathematical thinking required can pose
challenges.

13. AP Government and Politics
AP Government and Politics has a pass rate of about 50% and an average score
of 3.0. The exam covers political theories, frameworks, and processes, which
can be complex but manageable for interested students.

14. AP Latin
AP Latin has a pass rate of around 50% with an average score of 3.0. The exam
tests Latin translation and comprehension skills, which can be demanding for
students not familiar with the language.

15. AP French, Spanish, and Other Language Exams
Foreign language exams generally have varying difficulty levels, but they
often see pass rates between 50% to 70%. These exams challenge students'
language proficiency and cultural understanding.

Conclusion

When considering which AP exams to take, it is essential to understand that
difficulty can be subjective. Different students may find different subjects
easier or harder based on their interests and strengths. However, the above
rankings provide a general guideline for students as they prepare for their



AP exams. By focusing on their areas of strength and seeking help in
challenging subjects, students can maximize their chances of success in the
AP program.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors contribute to the difficulty ranking of
AP exams?

Factors include pass rates, student preparation, the complexity of the
content, and the exam format.

Which AP exam is generally considered the hardest?

AP Physics C is often regarded as one of the hardest due to its advanced
mathematics and complex concepts.

Are there any AP exams that are consistently ranked
as the easiest?

AP Psychology and AP Art History are frequently considered among the easier
exams due to their more straightforward content.

How does the average score of students affect the
ranking of AP exam difficulty?

Lower average scores typically indicate higher difficulty levels, as fewer
students achieve passing scores.

What is the impact of high school curriculum on AP
exam difficulty rankings?

Schools with rigorous AP prep courses may lead to better student performance,
potentially skewing difficulty perceptions.

Are there any resources available to compare the
difficulty of AP exams?

Yes, websites like AP Central and various educational blogs provide
breakdowns and comparisons of AP exam difficulties.

How do student study habits influence their
performance on AP exams?

Effective study habits, including time management and active engagement with
the material, can significantly improve performance and perception of
difficulty.
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