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All I Asking for is My Body Kolowalu Book Kolowalu Books is a powerful narrative that resonates

deeply with themes of identity, family, and the complexities of growing up in a multicultural

environment. Written by the acclaimed author, Milton Murayama, this book is a poignant exploration of

the struggles faced by a young boy of Japanese descent in Hawaii during the mid-20th century.

Through its vivid storytelling and relatable characters, "All I Asking for is My Body" captures the

essence of the human experience, particularly the challenges of belonging and self-acceptance.

Overview of the Kolowalu Series

The Kolowalu Books series, published by the University of Hawaii Press, is dedicated to featuring

literature that reflects the unique cultural and historical experiences of Hawaii. This series not only

showcases the works of local authors but also aims to bring attention to the diverse narratives that

shape the Hawaiian identity.

Among the most notable works in this series is "All I Asking for is My Body," which has become a

staple in Hawaiian literature. Its significance extends beyond the narrative itself, as it highlights the

broader social issues faced by the Japanese-American community during a time of racial tension and

economic hardship.

Plot Summary

The story revolves around the life of a young boy named "Kazu," who is navigating the turbulent

waters of adolescence while grappling with his identity as a Japanese-American in post-World War II



Hawaii. Kazu's journey is marked by his relationships with family, friends, and the larger community, as

he seeks to understand his place in a world that often feels alien to him.

Main Characters

The characters in "All I Asking for is My Body" are richly developed and multifaceted. Some of the

primary characters include:

- Kazu: The protagonist who is trying to reconcile his cultural heritage with his desire for acceptance.

- Kazu’s Mother: A strong figure in Kazu's life, representing the traditional values of the Japanese

culture.

- Kazu’s Father: A more progressive influence, he embodies the challenges of assimilating into

American society while retaining his roots.

- Friends and Peers: Various friends who provide both support and challenges to Kazu's journey,

illustrating the complexities of youth relationships.

Key Themes

The book delves into several key themes that are central to understanding Kazu's journey:

Identity and Belonging

Kazu's struggle with his identity is a primary focus of the book. As he navigates the challenges of

growing up in a multicultural environment, he grapples with questions about who he is and where he

fits in. The juxtaposition of his Japanese heritage with the American culture surrounding him creates a

profound internal conflict.



Family Dynamics

Family plays a crucial role in shaping Kazu's identity. The contrasting perspectives of his parents

highlight the generational divide in understanding cultural heritage and assimilation. The love and

tension within the family unit reflect the complexities of familial relationships, particularly in immigrant

families.

Racial and Social Issues

Set against the backdrop of post-war Hawaii, the book addresses the racial tensions that existed

during this period. Kazu's experiences provide insight into the broader societal issues faced by

Japanese-Americans, including discrimination and the struggle for acceptance in a predominantly white

society.

Writing Style and Structure

Milton Murayama's writing style is characterized by its simplicity and clarity, making the story

accessible to a wide audience. The narrative is structured in a way that allows readers to immerse

themselves in Kazu's world, providing vivid descriptions of the setting and the emotions experienced by

the characters.

The use of dialogue is particularly effective in illustrating the relationships between characters, as it

captures the nuances of their interactions and the cultural influences at play. Murayama’s ability to

convey deep emotions through straightforward language enhances the impact of the story, making it

relatable to readers of all backgrounds.



Impact and Legacy

Since its publication, "All I Asking for is My Body" has left a lasting impact on both Hawaiian literature

and the broader discourse on race and identity in America. The book has been widely studied in

academic settings and is often included in curricula that focus on multicultural literature.

Literary Recognition

The recognition of "All I Asking for is My Body" is evident through various literary awards and its

inclusion in significant literary anthologies. It has been praised for its authenticity and its ability to

challenge readers to reflect on their own perceptions of identity and belonging.

Influence on Future Generations

The themes explored in Murayama's work continue to resonate with young readers today, particularly

those navigating their own cultural identities. The book serves as a bridge for discussions about race,

heritage, and the immigrant experience, encouraging readers to engage with their own stories and

those of others.

Conclusion

In summary, "All I Asking for is My Body Kolowalu Book Kolowalu Books" is more than just a coming-

of-age story; it is a profound exploration of identity, family, and the societal challenges faced by

Japanese-Americans in Hawaii. Milton Murayama’s ability to weave together these themes creates a

narrative that is both compelling and enlightening.



For anyone interested in understanding the complexities of multicultural identities and the immigrant

experience, this book is a must-read. It not only provides a window into a specific cultural experience

but also invites readers to reflect on their own identities and the universal quest for belonging. Through

Kazu’s journey, Murayama reminds us of the importance of understanding and embracing our heritage

while navigating the complexities of the world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'All I Asking For Is My Body'?

The primary theme of 'All I Asking For Is My Body' revolves around the struggles of identity, belonging,

and the pressures of family expectations, particularly within the context of Hawaiian culture.

Who is the author of 'All I Asking For Is My Body'?

'All I Asking For Is My Body' is written by Milton Murayama, a significant figure in Hawaiian literature.

How does the setting influence the story in 'All I Asking For Is My

Body'?

The setting in Hawaii plays a crucial role in shaping the characters' experiences and challenges,

reflecting the cultural and socioeconomic issues faced by the local community during the mid-20th

century.

What are some key character dynamics in the book?

The book explores complex family dynamics, particularly between the protagonist, his parents, and his

siblings, highlighting the tension between personal desires and familial obligations.



Is 'All I Asking For Is My Body' part of a larger series or collection?

Yes, 'All I Asking For Is My Body' is part of the Kolowalu Books series, which aims to promote and

preserve Hawaiian literature and culture.

What impact has 'All I Asking For Is My Body' had on Hawaiian

literature?

The book has been pivotal in bringing attention to the voices and experiences of Japanese Americans

in Hawaii, contributing to a broader understanding of multicultural narratives within Hawaiian literature.
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