
all the things you are lyrics

all the things you are lyrics represent one of the most celebrated compositions in the jazz and popular music
repertoire. Originally penned by Jerome Kern with lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II, this timeless piece has
captivated audiences and musicians alike since its debut. The lyrics of "All the Things You Are" are
renowned for their poetic beauty and emotional depth, perfectly complementing Kern's sophisticated
harmonic structure. This article explores the complete lyrics, their meaning, and the song's historical
context. Additionally, it delves into various interpretations and covers by notable artists, illustrating the
enduring appeal of these iconic words. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the song's
lyrical content and its significance in music history.
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Why All the Things You Are Lyrics Remain Relevant

Understanding the Original Lyrics of All the Things You Are
The original lyrics of all the things you are lyrics were crafted by Oscar Hammerstein II, a lyricist known
for his articulate and evocative writing style. The song's words are a poetic expression of love, admiration,
and idealization. Each line carefully complements Jerome Kern's intricate melody, creating a seamless
blend of music and poetry. The lyrics begin with an invitation to embrace the beloved’s various qualities,
highlighting an appreciation of both physical and emotional attributes. The phrasing employs metaphors
related to nature and dreams, which adds layers of meaning and imagery.

The Complete Lyrics Text
The full text of the song provides insight into its romantic narrative, starting with:

“You are the promised kiss of springtime”

“The breathless hush of evening”



“The silent heart that’s beating”

“You are the angel glow that lights a star”

These lines set a tone of enchantment and deep affection, continuing throughout the song to express a
profound connection between the singer and the subject.

The Meaning and Themes Behind the Lyrics
The all the things you are lyrics convey themes of love, admiration, and idealism. The song portrays an
idealized vision of a loved one, evoking feelings of warmth, comfort, and inspiration. The use of natural
imagery such as “springtime,” “evening,” and “star” symbolizes renewal, tranquility, and guidance,
respectively. This symbolic language enriches the emotional impact and universal appeal of the lyrics.

Love and Idealization
The lyrics articulate a vision of love that is both sincere and elevated, highlighting the beloved as a source
of beauty and hope. The idealization present in the words reflects a timeless human desire to celebrate the
qualities that make a loved one special beyond the physical realm.

Imagery and Symbolism
The song’s lyrical imagery draws heavily on natural and celestial motifs, which serve to elevate the
subject’s qualities to a near-mythical status. This use of symbolism is a hallmark of Hammerstein’s writing
and contributes to the song’s lasting resonance.

Historical Context and Songwriting Background
All the things you are lyrics originated in the early 1930s as part of the musical "Very Warm for May."
Jerome Kern composed the music, while Oscar Hammerstein II provided the lyrics. The song quickly
gained popularity due to its sophisticated harmony and poetic lyrics, becoming a jazz standard and a favorite
among vocalists and instrumentalists alike.

Creation and Premiere
Composed in 1939, the song was introduced to the public through a Broadway musical, capturing audiences
with its romantic and melodic qualities. Its complex chord changes and lyrical depth set it apart from many



contemporaneous compositions.

Impact on Jazz and Popular Music
Since its debut, all the things you are lyrics have been embraced by jazz musicians for improvisation and
reinterpretation. The song's structure offers a challenging and rewarding framework for performers,
making it a staple in both vocal and instrumental jazz repertoires.

Notable Covers and Interpretations
Over the decades, countless artists have recorded and performed all the things you are lyrics, each bringing
their unique style and emotional perspective to the piece. These interpretations have contributed to the
song’s rich legacy and continued popularity.

Famous Vocal Interpretations
Several legendary vocalists have rendered the lyrics with distinct sensitivity and style. Their
performances highlight different nuances in the song’s emotional palette, from tender and intimate to bold
and expressive.

Instrumental Versions
Jazz instrumentalists have used the melody as a canvas for improvisation, showcasing the song’s harmonic
complexity. These renditions often emphasize the beauty of Kern’s composition while allowing freedom
for artistic exploration.

List of Notable Artists Covering the Song

Ella Fitzgerald

Charlie Parker

Frank Sinatra

Bill Evans

Art Tatum



Sarah Vaughan

Why All the Things You Are Lyrics Remain Relevant
The enduring relevance of all the things you are lyrics lies in their universal themes and timeless poetic
expression. The song continues to resonate with new generations, both as a romantic ballad and as a musical
masterpiece. Its adaptability to various musical styles further cements its place in the cultural and musical
canon.

Universal Appeal
The themes of love and admiration expressed in the lyrics are universally relatable, transcending cultural
and temporal boundaries. This broad appeal ensures that the song remains a favorite in both popular and jazz
music circles.

Educational and Musical Significance
Musicians and educators often reference the song for its intricate harmonic structure and lyrical
sophistication. It serves as an essential study piece for understanding American popular song and jazz
standards.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the lyrics for 'All the Things You Are'?
The lyrics for 'All the Things You Are' were written by Oscar Hammerstein II.

What is the theme of the song 'All the Things You Are'?
The theme of 'All the Things You Are' revolves around love and admiration, expressing deep affection and
appreciation for a loved one's qualities.

When was 'All the Things You Are' first published?
'All the Things You Are' was first published in 1939.



Which musical features the song 'All the Things You Are'?
The song 'All the Things You Are' was originally featured in the 1939 musical 'Very Warm for May'.

Are the lyrics of 'All the Things You Are' considered poetic or literal?
The lyrics of 'All the Things You Are' are considered poetic, using metaphor and imagery to convey
emotional depth.

Can you provide a famous line from the lyrics of 'All the Things You
Are'?
A famous line from the song is: 'You are the promised kiss of springtime, that makes the lonely winter
seem long.'

How do the lyrics of 'All the Things You Are' complement its melody?
The lyrics perfectly complement the sophisticated and flowing melody, enhancing the romantic and
dreamy mood of the song.

Is 'All the Things You Are' popular among jazz musicians?
Yes, 'All the Things You Are' is a jazz standard and is widely popular among jazz musicians for its complex
chord progressions and beautiful lyrics.

Where can I find the full lyrics to 'All the Things You Are'?
The full lyrics to 'All the Things You Are' can be found on various lyric websites such as Genius,
AZLyrics, or official sheet music publications.

Additional Resources
1. Unraveling the Mind: The Psychology of Self-Reflection
This book explores the intricate processes of self-awareness and introspection. It delves into how individuals
confront their inner thoughts and emotions, much like the lyrical themes of questioning and self-
examination found in "All the Things You Are." Through scientific research and personal anecdotes,
readers gain insight into the complexities of the human psyche and the journey toward self-understanding.

2. Harmony in Complexity: Music and Emotional Expression
Focusing on the relationship between music and emotions, this book examines how melodies and lyrics
combine to express deep human experiences. It highlights compositions like "All the Things You Are" to
illustrate how music can capture feelings of love, longing, and identity. The book also discusses the impact



of musical harmony on mood and emotional connection.

3. Love and Identity: Exploring the Human Connection through Song
This work investigates how songs serve as vehicles for exploring themes of love and personal identity.
Drawing parallels with the lyrics of "All the Things You Are," it discusses how music reflects the
complexities of relationships and self-perception. The book offers a blend of literary analysis and
psychological theory to unpack the emotional layers in songwriting.

4. Jazz Standards and Their Stories: The History Behind the Classics
A comprehensive guide to the origins and significance of famous jazz standards, including "All the Things
You Are." This book traces the cultural and musical history of these pieces, revealing how they have
influenced and been influenced by changing social contexts. Readers learn about the composers, the
evolution of the songs, and their enduring popularity in jazz repertoire.

5. Lyrics as Poetry: The Art of Songwriting
Highlighting the poetic qualities of song lyrics, this book examines how words in music function as a form
of modern poetry. It uses "All the Things You Are" as a case study to demonstrate lyrical techniques such as
metaphor, imagery, and emotional resonance. The book also provides practical guidance for aspiring
songwriters on crafting meaningful and impactful lyrics.

6. The Language of Love in Music
This book explores how music communicates the multifaceted nature of love, from devotion to heartache.
Using examples like "All the Things You Are," the author analyzes the lyrical and melodic elements that
convey romantic sentiments. The book also discusses cultural variations in musical expressions of love and
their universal appeal.

7. Musical Journeys: The Intersection of Memory and Melody
Exploring how music serves as a vessel for memory, this book examines the emotional and cognitive links
between songs and personal experiences. It references pieces like "All the Things You Are" to illustrate
how melodies can evoke nostalgia and identity. The book combines neuroscience and musicology to explain
the powerful role of songs in shaping our life stories.

8. Embracing Complexity: Identity and Change in Modern Lyrics
Focusing on contemporary songwriting, this book addresses themes of evolving identity and emotional
complexity. It draws on the lyrical content of songs similar to "All the Things You Are" to discuss how
artists express personal growth and transformation. The book provides an insightful look at how modern
music captures the fluid nature of selfhood.

9. The Emotional Architecture of Song: Building Connections through Music
This book investigates how songs construct emotional narratives that resonate with listeners. Using "All the
Things You Are" as an example, it analyzes the interplay between melody, harmony, and lyrics in
creating powerful emotional experiences. The author also explores how these elements foster empathy and
human connection through music.
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