
america the story of us episode 1 worksheet
America: The Story of Us Episode 1 Worksheet is an educational resource designed to
accompany the first episode of the acclaimed History Channel documentary series. This episode,
titled "The New World," explores the discovery and colonization of North America, delving into the
early interactions between Native Americans and European explorers. In this article, we will
examine the key themes, historical figures, and events presented in the episode, while also providing
guidance on how to effectively utilize the worksheet for educational purposes.

Overview of "The New World" Episode

The first episode of "America: The Story of Us" sets the stage for understanding the complex
tapestry of American history. It focuses on the arrival of European settlers, primarily the English,
Spanish, and French, and their quest for land, resources, and new opportunities. The episode also
emphasizes the impact of these explorations on the indigenous populations and the cultural
exchanges that ensued.

Key Themes

1. Discovery and Exploration: The episode chronicles the motivations behind European exploration,
including the pursuit of wealth, religious freedom, and fame. It highlights famous explorers such as
Christopher Columbus and John Cabot and their voyages that led to the 'discovery' of America.

2. Colonization: The episode discusses the establishment of colonies in North America, touching
upon the social, political, and economic factors that influenced the growth of these settlements. The
contrast between the Spanish conquests in the south and the English settlements in the north is
particularly noteworthy.

3. Native American Interactions: A significant portion of the episode is dedicated to the interactions
between Native Americans and European settlers. It examines the initial encounters, trade
relationships, and eventual conflicts that arose as settlers encroached on indigenous lands.

4. Cultural Exchange: The episode highlights the cultural exchanges that occurred as a result of
colonization, including the sharing of agricultural practices, languages, and ideas. It showcases how
these exchanges shaped the developing identity of America.

Historical Figures Featured in the Episode

Several influential historical figures are highlighted in "The New World." Understanding their
contributions is crucial for answering the worksheet questions effectively.

1. Christopher Columbus: Often credited with 'discovering' America, Columbus's voyages in 1492
opened the gateway for European exploration and colonization.



2. John Cabot: An Italian explorer who sailed under the English flag, Cabot's expeditions laid the
foundation for England's claims in North America.

3. Hernán Cortés: The Spanish conquistador who led the expedition that resulted in the fall of the
Aztec Empire, Cortés's actions exemplified the Spanish approach to colonization.

4. Pocahontas: A Native American figure who played a significant role in the early interactions
between Native Americans and English settlers, her story symbolizes the complexities of cultural
exchange.

5. Samuel de Champlain: Often referred to as the "Father of New France," Champlain's explorations
and establishment of Quebec were pivotal in the French colonization efforts.

Major Events Highlighted in the Episode

The episode recounts several key events that shaped the early history of America:

1. The Arrival of Columbus (1492): Columbus's landing in the Bahamas marked the beginning of
sustained European exploration and colonization of the Americas.

2. The Establishment of Jamestown (1607): The founding of Jamestown, Virginia, as the first
permanent English settlement in North America was a critical moment in American history.

3. The Spanish Conquest of the Aztecs (1519-1521): This event not only led to the Spanish
colonization of much of present-day Mexico but also set a precedent for future European conquests
in the Americas.

4. The First Thanksgiving (1621): This iconic event symbolizes the complex interactions between
Native Americans and European settlers, highlighting both cooperation and conflict.

Utilizing the Worksheet for Educational Purposes

The "America: The Story of Us Episode 1 Worksheet" serves as a valuable tool for educators and
students alike. Here are some effective strategies for utilizing the worksheet:

1. Pre-Watching Activities

Before watching the episode, consider engaging students with the following activities:

- K-W-L Chart: Have students fill out a K-W-L (Know, Want to know, Learned) chart to assess their
prior knowledge and set learning objectives.
- Vocabulary Review: Introduce key terms that will be encountered in the episode, such as
"colonization," "conquistador," and "indigenous."



2. While Watching Activities

Encourage students to actively engage with the content by:

- Taking Notes: Provide students with space on the worksheet to jot down important points, names,
and dates as they watch.
- Answering Questions: Include questions on the worksheet that correspond to specific segments of
the episode, prompting students to focus on key information.

3. Post-Watching Activities

After viewing the episode, students can consolidate their understanding through:

- Discussion Questions: Facilitate a class discussion using open-ended questions that encourage
critical thinking about the themes and events presented in the episode.
- Reflective Writing: Ask students to write a short essay or reflection on what they learned, including
insights about the interactions between European settlers and Native Americans.

Conclusion

In summary, America: The Story of Us Episode 1 Worksheet is an essential resource for educators
seeking to enhance students' understanding of early American history. By focusing on the themes of
discovery, colonization, and cultural exchange, the worksheet encourages critical thinking and
engagement with the material. Through thoughtful pre-watching, during-watching, and post-
watching activities, students can develop a comprehensive understanding of the complexities that
shaped America from its earliest days. By studying the historical figures and events highlighted in
this episode, students not only learn about the past but also gain insights into the ongoing impacts of
these historical moments on contemporary America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Episode 1 of 'America: The Story
of Us'?
Episode 1 focuses on the founding of America, covering the early colonial period and the events
leading up to the American Revolution.

Which key events are highlighted in the first episode?
The first episode highlights key events such as the arrival of the first settlers, conflicts with Native
Americans, and the growing discontent that led to revolution.



How does Episode 1 depict the relationship between colonists
and Native Americans?
The episode illustrates a complex relationship marked by both cooperation and conflict, showcasing
the struggles for land and resources.

What role does geography play in the narrative of Episode 1?
Geography is portrayed as a significant factor that influenced settlement patterns, economic
activities, and the interactions between different groups.

How does the episode convey the theme of liberty?
The theme of liberty is conveyed through the colonists' desire for self-governance and their
opposition to British rule, setting the stage for the quest for independence.

What is one of the major challenges faced by the early
American settlers?
One major challenge faced by early settlers was the harsh environmental conditions, including food
shortages and disease, which threatened their survival.

How does the episode use personal stories to enhance the
narrative?
The episode incorporates personal stories of settlers and historical figures to create a more relatable
and emotional connection to the events being depicted.

What educational resources are typically included in a
worksheet for Episode 1?
Worksheets may include comprehension questions, vocabulary lists, discussion prompts, and
activities that encourage critical thinking about the historical content.
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