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America: The Story of Us Episode 2 Revolution Worksheet serves as an educational resource
that dives deep into the vital period of American history during the American Revolution. This episode,
part of a larger documentary series, chronicles the series of events that led to the birth of the United
States, emphasizing the struggles, sacrifices, and triumphs of the colonists. This article will discuss
the significance of the episode, provide a summary of key events, and suggest various activities and
questions that can be included in a worksheet designed for educational purposes.

Overview of America: The Story of Us

"America: The Story of Us" is a documentary series that aired on the History Channel, exploring the
rich and complex history of the United States. Each episode focuses on specific events, themes, and
figures that have shaped the nation. Episode 2, titled "Revolution," specifically highlights the growing
tensions between the American colonies and British rule, culminating in the Revolutionary War.

Key Themes of Episode 2: Revolution

This episode encapsulates several critical themes that are vital to understanding the American
Revolution:

1. The Seeds of Discontent
The episode illustrates how British policies, such as the Stamp Act and the Townshend Acts, sowed
seeds of discontent among the colonists. Increased taxation without representation fueled anger and
resentment.

2. The Role of Propaganda
The series highlights the impact of propaganda in mobilizing public opinion. Pamphlets like Thomas
Paine's "Common Sense" played a crucial role in galvanizing support for independence.

3. The Importance of Unity
Despite regional differences, the episode emphasizes the importance of unity among the colonies.
The formation of groups like the Sons of Liberty and the First Continental Congress showcased
collective action against British oppression.



4. The Impact of Key Battles
The battles of Lexington and Concord are pivotal moments in the episode. They mark the onset of
armed conflict and are portrayed as the beginning of the fight for American independence.

Key Events Highlighted in the Episode

The documentary meticulously outlines several key events that defined the American Revolution:

1. The Boston Tea Party (1773)
This act of defiance against British taxation showcased the colonists' frustration and willingness to
take direct action. Colonists disguised as Native Americans dumped 342 chests of tea into Boston
Harbor, a significant protest against the Tea Act.

2. The Intolerable Acts (1774)
In retaliation for the Boston Tea Party, the British government imposed the Intolerable Acts, which
further restricted the freedoms of the colonists. This led to increased unity among the colonies and
paved the way for the First Continental Congress.

3. The First Continental Congress (1774)
Delegates from twelve colonies convened to discuss their grievances against British rule, marking a
significant step toward collective action and eventual independence.

4. The Battles of Lexington and Concord (April 1775)
These battles are often referred to as the "shot heard 'round the world." They represented the first
military engagements of the Revolutionary War and signified the colonists' readiness to fight for their
rights.

5. Declaration of Independence (1776)
Though not covered in detail in Episode 2, the lead-up to the Declaration of Independence is crucial.
The culmination of revolutionary sentiments led to the drafting of this historic document, which
formally declared the colonies' independence from Britain.

Worksheet Activities and Questions

To enhance understanding and retention of the material presented in Episode 2, educators can create
a worksheet containing various activities and questions. Here are some suggestions:



1. Vocabulary Matching
Create a matching exercise for students to connect key terms with their definitions. Some examples
include:

- Taxation without Representation
- Sons of Liberty
- Intolerable Acts
- Continental Congress

2. Timeline Creation
Ask students to create a timeline of the key events leading up to the American Revolution. They can
include dates and brief descriptions of each event.

3. Short Answer Questions
Include questions that encourage critical thinking. For example:

- What were the main grievances of the colonists against British rule?
- How did propaganda influence public opinion during the Revolution?
- Why were the Battles of Lexington and Concord significant?

4. Discussion Prompts
Engage students in discussions about the implications of the American Revolution. Possible prompts
include:

- How did the American Revolution influence other countries?
- What role did individual leaders play in the Revolution?
- In what ways can we draw parallels between the colonists' fight for independence and modern
movements for social justice?

5. Creative Writing Assignment
Encourage students to write a diary entry from the perspective of a colonist during the time of the
Revolution. They can express their thoughts and feelings about the events unfolding around them.

Conclusion

America: The Story of Us Episode 2 Revolution is a powerful exploration of a pivotal moment in
history. The episode not only captures the intense emotions and struggles of the colonists but also
highlights the importance of unity and collective action in the face of oppression. By using a
worksheet to accompany this episode, educators can foster a deeper understanding of the
complexities of the American Revolution, encouraging students to engage with history in a



meaningful way. Through activities such as vocabulary matching, timeline creation, and discussion
prompts, learners can grasp the significance of the events that led to the birth of a nation. This
understanding is not only crucial for appreciating American history but also for recognizing the
ongoing relevance of these themes in contemporary society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of Episode 2 of 'America: The Story
of Us'?
The primary focus of Episode 2, titled 'Revolution', is the events leading up to and during the
American Revolution, highlighting the causes, key figures, and pivotal battles that shaped the fight for
independence.

Which key figures are prominently featured in Episode 2 of
the series?
Key figures prominently featured include George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
and King George III, each playing critical roles in the revolution.

What significant event is portrayed as a catalyst for the
American Revolution in this episode?
The Boston Tea Party is portrayed as a significant catalyst for the American Revolution, symbolizing
colonial resistance against British taxation without representation.

How does Episode 2 depict the role of ordinary citizens in the
revolution?
Episode 2 depicts ordinary citizens, including farmers, artisans, and women, as essential participants
in the revolution, showcasing their contributions through protests, rallies, and support for the
Continental Army.

What major battles are highlighted in this episode, and why
are they important?
Major battles highlighted include the Battles of Lexington and Concord and the Battle of Bunker Hill.
These battles are important as they mark the beginning of armed conflict between British troops and
American colonists.

How does the episode illustrate the impact of propaganda
during the revolution?
The episode illustrates the impact of propaganda through pamphlets, newspapers, and speeches that
rallied support for the revolutionary cause, emphasizing the role of figures like Thomas Paine and his



pamphlet 'Common Sense'.

What were the main grievances of the colonists against
British rule depicted in Episode 2?
Main grievances included taxation without representation, the presence of British troops in colonial
cities, and restrictive laws imposed by the British Parliament that limited colonial autonomy.

In what ways does Episode 2 connect the revolution to the
concept of democracy?
Episode 2 connects the revolution to democracy by showcasing the colonists' desire for self-
governance and the establishment of a government that reflects the will of the people, laying the
groundwork for future democratic ideals.

What is the overall message of Episode 2 regarding the
American Revolution?
The overall message of Episode 2 is that the American Revolution was not just a military conflict but a
fundamental shift in the quest for freedom, equality, and the establishment of a new nation based on
democratic principles.
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