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American Anti-Slavery Society APUSH definition refers to one of the most significant
movements in American history aimed at abolishing slavery. Established in 1833, the American Anti-
Slavery Society (AASS) played a pivotal role in advocating for the rights of African Americans and
promoting the abolition of slavery in the United States. This article delves into the background, key
figures, methods of advocacy, and the impact of the American Anti-Slavery Society, providing a
comprehensive understanding of its relevance in Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH).

Background of the American Anti-Slavery Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society emerged during a period of intense social and political turmoil in
the United States. The early 19th century saw a growing abolitionist movement, fueled by moral,
religious, and economic arguments against slavery. Several factors contributed to the formation of
the AASS:

Religious Influence: The Second Great Awakening inspired many to see slavery as a sin,
leading to increased calls for abolition.

Growing Awareness: Increasing documentation of the harsh realities of slavery, including
firsthand accounts from escaped slaves, shocked many in the North.

Political Climate: The rise of the Whig Party and the emergence of the Free Soil Party created
a political environment that was more conducive to discussions about slavery.

In this context, a group of prominent abolitionists, including William Lloyd Garrison, Arthur Tappan,
and Frederick Douglass, founded the AASS to unify efforts against slavery.

Key Figures of the American Anti-Slavery Society

The AASS was not a monolithic organization; it was composed of numerous influential figures who
contributed to its mission. Some of the most notable members include:

William Lloyd Garrison
Garrison was one of the leading voices of the abolitionist movement. He published the anti-slavery
newspaper "The Liberator," where he called for immediate emancipation and equal rights for African
Americans. His radical views often put him at odds with more moderate abolitionists.



Frederick Douglass
An escaped slave and powerful orator, Douglass became a prominent national leader in the
abolitionist movement. His autobiography, "Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave," provided a firsthand account of the brutal realities of slavery and was instrumental in
garnering support for abolition.

Sojourner Truth
As a former slave and a compelling speaker, Truth became famous for her speeches advocating for
both abolition and women's rights. Her most famous speech, "Ain't I a Woman?" highlighted the
intersectionality of race and gender in the fight for equality.

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Though not a member of the AASS, Stowe's novel "Uncle Tom's Cabin," published in 1852, played a
significant role in shaping public opinion against slavery and is often associated with the broader
abolitionist movement.

Methods of Advocacy

The American Anti-Slavery Society employed various strategies to achieve its goals, which included
raising awareness, mobilizing supporters, and influencing legislation. Some of the key methods
included:

Public Lectures and Speeches
Abolitionists organized speaking engagements across the Northern states to educate the public about
the moral and ethical issues surrounding slavery. These events often featured former slaves who
shared their personal experiences, making the cause more relatable and urgent.

Printed Materials
The AASS produced pamphlets, newspapers, and books to disseminate anti-slavery messages. "The
Liberator," published by Garrison, was one of the most significant publications, reaching a wide
audience and influencing public discourse.

Petition Campaigns
The society organized petitions to Congress demanding the end of slavery and the cessation of the
slave trade. These petitions often garnered thousands of signatures, demonstrating widespread
support for abolition.



Formation of Local Societies
The AASS encouraged the establishment of local anti-slavery societies, which acted as grassroots
organizations. These societies were crucial in spreading the abolitionist message and mobilizing
community action.

Collaboration with Other Movements
The AASS often worked alongside other reform movements, such as the women's rights movement,
recognizing the interconnectedness of various social justice issues. This collaboration helped amplify
the voices of marginalized groups.

Challenges and Opposition

Despite its efforts, the American Anti-Slavery Society faced significant challenges and opposition.
Some of the key hurdles included:

Violent Backlash: Abolitionists often faced violence and hostility from pro-slavery advocates.
Many events, including the burning of Garrison's newspaper office, illustrated the dangers faced
by abolitionists.

Political Resistance: Politicians in the South vehemently opposed any attempts to abolish
slavery, and many Northern politicians were reluctant to support abolition for fear of upsetting
the delicate balance between free and slave states.

Internal Divisions: The AASS experienced schisms, particularly between radical abolitionists
like Garrison and more moderate factions who sought gradual emancipation.

Impact of the American Anti-Slavery Society

The American Anti-Slavery Society had a lasting impact on American society and politics, laying the
groundwork for significant changes in the years leading up to the Civil War. Some of the key impacts
include:

Increased Awareness
The AASS played a crucial role in raising public awareness about the atrocities of slavery. Through
literature, speeches, and activism, they brought the issue to the forefront of national consciousness.



Legislative Changes
While the AASS did not immediately end slavery, it helped to shape the political landscape. The
growing abolitionist sentiment contributed to the emergence of anti-slavery parties and ultimately
influenced the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860.

Social Change
The society's efforts contributed to a broader movement for civil rights, inspiring future generations to
continue the fight for equality. The connections made between the abolitionist movement and
women's rights laid the foundation for future social justice movements.

Legacy
The American Anti-Slavery Society's legacy lives on in the ongoing fight for racial equality and social
justice in the United States. Their commitment to human rights continues to inspire activists today.

Conclusion

In summary, the American Anti-Slavery Society APUSH definition encapsulates a crucial chapter
in American history, characterized by its fervent advocacy against slavery and its profound impact on
social and political change. Through the collective efforts of dedicated abolitionists, widespread
awareness was raised, paving the way for the eventual abolition of slavery and the ongoing struggle
for civil rights. Understanding the AASS is essential for students of APUSH, as it highlights the
complexities of American society and the relentless pursuit of justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the American Anti-Slavery Society?
The American Anti-Slavery Society was an organization founded in 1833 to advocate for the
immediate abolition of slavery and to promote the rights of African Americans.

Who were the key founders of the American Anti-Slavery
Society?
The society was founded by prominent abolitionists including William Lloyd Garrison, Arthur Tappan,
and Frederick Douglass, among others.

What methods did the American Anti-Slavery Society use to
promote their cause?
The society used various methods such as pamphlets, speeches, public meetings, and the publication



of anti-slavery newspapers to raise awareness and promote abolition.

How did the American Anti-Slavery Society influence the
abolition movement?
The society played a crucial role in unifying abolitionists, spreading anti-slavery sentiment, and
influencing public opinion against slavery in the United States.

What was the significance of 'The Liberator' in relation to the
American Anti-Slavery Society?
'The Liberator' was a newspaper founded by William Lloyd Garrison in 1831 that became the official
publication of the American Anti-Slavery Society, advocating for immediate emancipation.

What role did women play in the American Anti-Slavery
Society?
Women played a significant role in the society, organizing events, fundraising, and advocating for
abolition, with figures like Angelina Grimké and Lucretia Mott being notable leaders.

What was the impact of the American Anti-Slavery Society on
the Civil War?
The society helped lay the groundwork for the Civil War by raising awareness about the moral and
political issues surrounding slavery, contributing to the growing tensions that led to the war.

What were some criticisms faced by the American Anti-
Slavery Society?
The society faced criticism for its radical stance on immediate abolition, its perceived alignment with
women's rights, and for being too confrontational towards pro-slavery advocates.

Did the American Anti-Slavery Society have any political
affiliations?
While the society itself was not a political organization, it influenced the formation of the Liberty Party
and later the Republican Party, which opposed the expansion of slavery.

What ultimately led to the decline of the American Anti-
Slavery Society?
The decline was due to internal divisions over strategy and ideology, the rise of other abolitionist
groups, and the eventual end of slavery with the 13th Amendment in 1865.
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