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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TesT Stupy GuIDE
THe AMErICAN GovERNMENT CLEP (CoLLEGE LEVEL EXAMINATION PROGRAM) TEST IS AN EXCELLENT WAY FOR STUDENTS TO
EARN COLLEGE CREDIT BY DEMONSTRATING THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS. \WITH CAREFUL

PREPARATION, YOU CAN APPROACH THE EXAM WITH CONFIDENCE. THIS STUDY GUIDE WILL OUTLINE THE KEY COMPONENTS OF
THE EXAM, EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES, AND RESOURCES YOU CAN USE TO ENSURE YOU ARE WELL-PREPARED.

UNDERSTANDING THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TesT

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP EXAM IS DESIGNED TO ASSESS YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF
U.S. GOVERNMENT. |T COVERS A RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING THE CONSTITUTION, FEDERALISM, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND THE
WORKINGS OF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. HERE’S A BREAKDOWN OF THE EXAM’S STRUCTURE:

o FORMAT: THE TEST CONSISTS oF 100 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS.

o DURATION: You HAVE 90 MINUTES TO COMPLETE THE EXAM.

¢ SCORING: THE EXAM IS SCORED ON A SCALE OF 20 To 80, WITH MOST COLLEGES REQUIRING A SCORE OF AROUND 50
TO EARN CREDIT.

CONTENT AREAS OF THE EXAM

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST COVERS SEVERAL MAIN CONTENT AREAS, EACH WITH VARYING EMPHASIS.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE AREAS WILL HELP YOU TO FOCUS YOUR STUDIES EFFECTIVELY. THE PRIMARY CONTENT AREAS INCLUDE:
1. FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT (20-309% OF THE TEST)
o HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF THE CONSTITUTION
o FEDERALISM AND THE SEPARATION OF POWERS

o THe BILL oF RIGHTS AND AMENDMENTS

2. PoLiTicaL BeHAvior (20-309 OF THE TEST)
o POLITICAL PARTIES AND INTEREST GROUPS
] PUBLIC OPINION AND POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION

© VOTING BEHAVIOR AND ELECTORAL PROCESSES

3. PouiTicaL InsTiTUTIONS (30-409, OF THE TEST)



o CONGRESS: STRUCTURE, POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS
© THE PRESIDENCY: ROLES AND POWERS

© THE JUDICIARY: COURT SYSTEMS AND INTERPRETATIONS

4. PusLic PoLicy (10-20% OF THE TEST)
o POLICY-MAKING PROCESSES
o TYPES OF PUBLIC POLICY: ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND FOREIGN

o (GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS AND THEIR IMPACTS

EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES

PREPARING FOR THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST REQUIRES A STRATEGIC APPROACH. HERE ARE SOME EFFECTIVE STUDY
STRATEGIES TO MAXIMIZE YOUR PREPARATION:

1. CREATE A STUDY SCHEDULE

ESTABLISH A TIMELINE THAT OUTLINES WHEN YOU WILL STUDY EACH TOPIC. A WELL-STRUCTURED STUDY SCHEDULE WILL KEEP
YOU ORGANIZED AND ENSURE YOU COVER ALL NECESSARY MATERIAL BEFORE THE EXAM DATE.

2. UTiLize CLEP Stupy GuIDES AND RESOURCES

INVEST IN REPUTABLE CLEP STUDY GUIDES, WHICH OFTEN INCLUDE PRACTICE QUESTIONS AND DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF KEY
CONCEPTS. SOME RECOMMENDED RESOURCES INCLUDE:

o OFrFiciAL CLEP STupy GUIDE: THIS GUIDE CONTAINS AN OVERVIEW OF THE EXAM AND SAMPLE QUESTIONS.

© MODERN STATES EDUCATION ALLIANCE: OFFERS FREE ONLINE COURSES AND RESOURCES TAILORED FOR CLEP ExaMs.

o PETERSON’S TEST PREP: PROVIDES PRACTICE TESTS AND STUDY MATERIALS SPECIFICALLY FOR THE AMERICAN
GoVverNMeNT CLEP.

3. T Ake PRACTICE ExXAMS

PRACTICE EXAMS ARE AN EXCELLENT WAY TO GAUGE YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND READINESS. THEY HELP YOU FAMILIARIZE
YOURSELF WITH THE EXAM FORMAT AND TIME CONSTRAINTS. USE PRACTICE TESTS TO IDENTIFY WEAK AREAS THAT MAY
REQUIRE FURTHER STUDY.



4. STupy Group orR TUTOR

CONSIDER FORMING A STUDY GROUP WITH PEERS OR HIRING A TUTOR WHO SPECIALIZES IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT.
COLLABORATIVE LEARNING CAN HELP REINFORCE CONCEPTS AND ALLOW FOR DISCUSSIONS THAT DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING.

Key ToPrics To STupy

To suCCEED IN THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST, FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING KEY TOPICS:

1. THE CONSTITUTION

UNDERSTAND THE STRUCTURE AND PURPOSE OF THE CONSTITUTION, INCLUDING THE PREAMBLE, ARTICLES, AND AMENDMENTS. BE
FAMILIAR WITH LANDMARK SUPREME COURT CASES THAT HAVE INTERPRETED CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES.

2. FEDERALISM

STUDY THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS, THE DIVISION OF POWERS, AND HO\W FEDERALISM
INFLUENCES POLICY-MAKING AND GOVERNANCE.

3. CiviL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES

LEARN ABOUT THE EVOLUTION OF CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES/ INCLUDING SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATION (E.G., THE CIvVIL
RIGHTS ACT) AND SUPREME COURT RULINGS THAT HAVE SHAPED CIVIL LIBERTIES.

4. POLITICAL SYSTEM AND INSTITUTIONS

UNDERSTAND THE ROLES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT: EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL.
FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, POLITICAL PARTIES, AND THE IMPACT OF INTEREST GROUPS.

5. PusLic PoLicy

EXAMINE HOW PUBLIC POLICIES ARE FORMULATED AND IMPLEMENTED. STUDY VARIOUS POLICY AREAS, SUCH AS HEALTHCARE,
EDUCATION, AND FOREIGN POLICY, AND ANALYZE THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIETY.

HeLpruL STubY TooLs AND RESOURCES

IN ADDITION TO STUDY GUIDES AND PRACTICE EXAMS, UTILIZE A VARIETY OF TOOLS TO ENHANCE YOUR LEARNING EXPERIENCE:

o FLASHCARDS: CREATE FLASHCARDS FOR KEY TERMS, CONCEPTS, AND IMPORTANT FIGURES IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT.

o ONLINE RESOURCES: WEBSITES LIKE KHAN ACADEMY AND COURSERA OFFER FREE COURSES ON AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
TOPICS.



® PoDCASTS AND VIDEOS: SEEK OUT EDUCATIONAL PODCASTS AND YOU TUBE CHANNELS THAT COVER AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT CONCEPTS IN AN ENGAGING WAY.

Tips For TesT DAY

ON THE DAY OF THE EXAM, BEING WELL-PREPARED AND CALM CAN GREATLY INFLUENCE YOUR PERFORMANCE. HERE ARE SOME
FINAL TIPS:

1. GET PLENTY OF REST

ENSURE YOU GET A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP BEFORE THE EXAM. BEING WELL-RESTED WILL HELP YOU FOCUS AND THINK CLEARLY
DURING THE TEST.

2. ARRIVE EARLY

ARRIVE AT THE TESTING CENTER EARLY TO ALLOW YOURSELF TIME TO SETTLE IN AND REDUCE ANY ANXIETY. FAMILIARIZE
YOURSELF WITH THE ENVIRONMENT TO FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE DURING THE EXAM.

3. ReaD QUESTIONS CAREFULLY

DURING THE TEST, TAKE YOUR TIME TO READ EACH QUESTION CAREFULLY. PAY ATTENTION TO KEYWORDS THAT CAN HELP YOU
DETERMINE THE CORRECT ANSWER.

4. MANAGE YOUR TIME

KEEP AN EYE ON THE TIME AND PACE YOURSELF THROUGHOUT THE EXAM. [F YOU ENCOUNTER A DIFFICULT QUESTION, MOVE ON
AND RETURN TO IT LATER IF TIME ALLOWS.

CONCLUSION

THe AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST CAN BE A VALUABLE OPPORTUNITY TO EARN COLLEGE CREDIT WHILE DEMONSTRATING
YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF U.S. GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS. W/ITH DILIGENT STUDY, USE OF EFFECTIVE RESOURCES, AND ADHERENCE
TO STRATEGIC PREPARATION METHODS, YOU CAN APPROACH THE EXAM WITH CONFIDENCE. REMEMBER TO FOCUS ON THE KEY
CONTENT AREAS, UTILIZE PRACTICE EXAMS, AND EMPLOY EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE YOUR CHANCES OF
success. Goob Luck!

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED IN THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST?

THe AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST COVERS TOPICS SUCH AS THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, FEDERALISM, SEPARATION OF



POWERS, CIVIL RIGHTS, POLITICAL PARTIES, AND THE ELECTORAL PROCESS.

How CAN | EFFECTIVELY STUDY FOR THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP exAam?

To sTupy EFFECTIVELY, USE CLEP sTuDY GUIDES, PRACTICE TESTS, FLASHCARDS, AND REVIEW KEY CONCEPTS SUCH AS
GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE, HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, AND LANDMARK SupreME COURT CASES.

ARE THERE ANY RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS FOR THE AMERICAN GoVERNMENT CLEP
TEST?

RECOMMENDED TEXTBOOKS INCLUDE 'AMERICAN GOVERNMENT BY JAMES Q. W/ILSON AND THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM’
BY KEN KOLLMAN, WHICH COVER ESSENTIAL CONCEPTS AND THEORIES.

\WHAT IS THE FORMAT OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST?

THe AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST consisTs oF 100 MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS THAT MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN
Q0 MINUTES.

How MUCH DOES IT COST TO TAKE THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST?

As oF 2023, THE cosT To TAKE THE CLEP EXAM IS TYPICALLY AROUND $89, BUT BE SURE TO CHECK WITH YOUR TESTING
CENTER FOR ANY ADDITIONAL FEES.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND PRACTICE TESTS FOR THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP?

PRACTICE TESTS CAN BE FOUND ON THE COLLEGE BOARD WEBSITE, AS WELL AS THROUGH VARIOUS CLEP sTuDY GUIDE BOOKS
AND ONLINE RESOURCES.

WHAT SCORE DO | NEeED TO PASS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST?

MOST COLLEGES REQUIRE A MINIMUM SCORE OF 50 To PASS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST, BUT THIS CAN VARY BY
INSTITUTION.

CAN | TAKE THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST ONLINE?

YES, THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TEST CAN BE TAKEN ONLINE THROUGH REMOTE PROCTORING, ALLOWING YOU TO TAKE
THE EXAM FROM HOME.

How LONG SHOULD | sSTUDY FOR THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CLEP TesT?

STUDY TIME CAN VARY;, HOWEVER, MOST STUDENTS SPEND ABOUT 4-6 WEEKS PREPARING FOR THE EXAM, DEDICATING SEVERAL
HOURS EACH \WEEK.

\WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID WHEN STUDYING FOR THE CLEP
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT EXAM?

COMMON MISTAKES INCLUDE NOT FOCUSING ON KEY CONCEPTS, NEGLECTING PRACTICE TESTS, AND UNDERESTIMATING THE
IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT.
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