
american graffiti parents guide
American Graffiti parents guide is an essential resource for parents considering whether to
introduce their children to this iconic film. Released in 1973 and directed by George Lucas,
"American Graffiti" captures the essence of youth culture in the early 1960s. The film follows a
group of teenagers on their last night before heading off to college, showcasing the music, cars, and
social dynamics of the time. However, like any classic film, it contains themes and content that may
be inappropriate for younger viewers. This article will provide a comprehensive parents guide to
help you determine if "American Graffiti" is suitable for your family.

Understanding the Film's Context

Before diving into the specifics of the content, it's crucial to understand the cultural context of
"American Graffiti." The film is set in a California town in 1962 and serves as both a nostalgic tribute
to the era and a commentary on the transition from adolescence to adulthood. It features a mix of
comedy, drama, and romance, with an emphasis on the teenage experience.

Plot Overview

"American Graffiti" revolves around several characters, including:

1. Curt Henderson (Richard Dreyfuss) - A recent high school graduate contemplating his future.
2. Steve Bolander (Ron Howard) - Curt's best friend, who's grappling with his relationship.
3. Debbie (Candy Clark) - A girl who has a significant impact on Steve's life.
4. John Milner (Paul Le Mat) - A tough guy with a reputation for street racing.
5. Tootsie (Mackenzie Phillips) - A young girl who is infatuated with Milner.

The film captures their adventures and misadventures throughout a single night, featuring cruising,
car culture, and the iconic soundtrack of the era.

Content Analysis

When assessing the appropriateness of "American Graffiti" for younger viewers, parents should
consider various elements such as language, sexual content, drug use, and violence.

Language

"American Graffiti" contains moderate language that reflects the era and the characters'
personalities. Some examples include:

- Mild profanity



- Slang terms common in the 1960s

While the language is not excessively vulgar, parents should be aware that some words used may not
be suitable for younger audiences.

Sexual Content

The film includes several scenes that involve romantic relationships and sexual innuendos. Key
points include:

- Kissing and flirting: Characters engage in romantic interactions, including kissing and suggestive
dialogue.
- Implied sexual situations: Some scenes imply sexual relationships or encounters without explicit
depiction.
- Teenage relationships: The film explores the complexities of teenage love, which may prompt
discussions about relationships and consent.

Parents should be prepared for these themes and consider discussing them with their children if
they choose to watch the film.

Drug and Alcohol Use

"American Graffiti" includes instances of drug and alcohol consumption, which are reflective of the
time period. Key aspects include:

- Underage drinking: Characters are shown drinking alcoholic beverages, sometimes in social
settings.
- Drug references: While illegal drug use is not a primary focus, there are casual references to drug
culture.

This content may raise concerns for parents, especially regarding the portrayal of substance use
among teenagers.

Violence

The film contains minimal violence, but there are a few key moments to note:

- Street racing: The competitive nature of street racing may lead to reckless driving and potential
accidents.
- Fights: Some characters engage in minor altercations, although these are not graphically depicted.

While violence is not a central theme, parents should be aware of these elements when considering
the film's suitability for younger viewers.



Age Appropriateness

The MPAA (Motion Picture Association of America) originally rated "American Graffiti" PG. However,
it's important to recognize that ratings can evolve over time, and what was once deemed acceptable
may now trigger different sensitivities among parents and children.

Recommended Age Range

Based on the content analysis, the recommended age range for viewing "American Graffiti" is
typically:

- Ages 13 and up: Teenagers may be able to handle the themes and discussions prompted by the
film, making it a good fit for family movie nights with older adolescents.

Discussion Points for Parents

If you decide to watch "American Graffiti" with your children, consider using the following
discussion points to facilitate meaningful conversations:

The impact of peer pressure: Discuss how characters navigate relationships and the1.
influence of friends.

Understanding nostalgia: Explore why the film portrays the past in a romanticized way and2.
what that means for the characters' futures.

Driving and safety: Use the street racing scenes to talk about the importance of safe driving3.
and the consequences of reckless behavior.

Relationships: Discuss the dynamics of teenage relationships, including consent and4.
communication.

Conclusion

In summary, the American Graffiti parents guide serves as a valuable tool for families
considering watching this classic film together. While it offers a nostalgic look at teenage life in the
1960s, parents should be aware of its language, sexual content, drug use, and minimal violence. By
engaging with the film's themes and facilitating discussions, parents can help their children navigate
the complexities presented in "American Graffiti." Ultimately, the decision to watch this film should
be based on individual family values and the maturity level of the children involved.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'American Graffiti' that parents
should be aware of?
'American Graffiti' explores themes of adolescence, the transition to adulthood, and the impact of
car culture in the 1960s. Parents should consider how these themes might resonate with their teens.

Does 'American Graffiti' contain any mature content that
parents should discuss with their children?
Yes, the film includes some mature themes, including underage drinking, suggestive situations, and
mild language. Parents may want to discuss these topics with their children before watching.

Is 'American Graffiti' suitable for younger viewers?
While 'American Graffiti' is generally considered a classic, it is rated PG, which means it may not be
suitable for very young viewers due to some adult themes and content. Parental discretion is
advised.

What life lessons can parents highlight from 'American
Graffiti'?
Parents can highlight lessons about friendship, the importance of choices, and the fleeting nature of
youth. The film also encourages discussions about the consequences of actions and the nostalgia for
simpler times.

How can parents use 'American Graffiti' as a conversation
starter with their teens?
Parents can use the film to encourage discussions about the cultural changes between generations,
the significance of car culture, and how social dynamics have evolved, providing a platform for
meaningful conversations.
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