AMERICAN HISTORY MODERN ERA SINCE 1865

AMERICAN HISTORY MODERN ERA SINCE 1865 IS MARKED BY PROFOUND CHANGES AND DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE
UNITED STATES INTO THE NATION IT IS TODAY. FoLLOWING THE CIvIL \X/AR, AMERICA UNDERWENT A TRANSFORMATION THAT
INCLUDED INDUSTRIALIZATION, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, AND SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL CHANGES. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE KEY
EVENTS, THEMES, AND FIGURES FROM THIS ERA, PROVIDING AN OVERVIEW OF HOW THEY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE MODERN
LANDSCAPE OF AMERICA.

RECONSTRUCTION AND ITS AFTERMATH (1865-1877)

THE PERIOD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CIVIL \X/AR/ KNOWN AS RECONSTRUCTION, WAS FOCUSED ON REBUILDING THE SOUTH
AND INTEGRATING FORMERLY ENSLAVED PEOPLE INTO SOCIETY. THE GOALS OF RECONSTRUCTION WERE AMBITIOUS BUT MET
WITH SIGNIFICANT RESISTANCE.

Key AMENDMENTS

THREE IMPORTANT CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS WERE PASSED DURING THIS PERIOD:

1. 13TH AMENDMENT (1865): ABOLISHED SLAVERY IN THE UNITED STATES.

2. 1471H AMENDMENT (1868): GRANTED CITIZENSHIP TO ALL PERSONS BORN OR NATURALIZED IN THE U.S., INCLUDING FORMER
SLAVES, AND GUARANTEED EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW.

3. 15TH AMENDMENT (1870): PROHIBITED VOTING DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, COLOR, OR PREVIOUS CONDITION OF
SERVITUDE.

THESE AMENDMENTS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, BUT THEIR IMPLEMENTATION FACED NUMEROUS CHALLENGES.

ResisTANCE AND COMPROMISE

RECONSTRUCTION FACED FIERCE OPPOSITION FROM SOUTHERN WHITES, LEADING TO THE RISE OF GROUPS SUCH AS THE Ku KLUX
KLAN, WHICH SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN WHITE SUPREMACY THROUGH INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE. ULTIMATELY, THE COMPROMISE
OF 1877 MARKED THE END OF RECONSTRUCTION, AS FEDERAL TROOPS WERE WITHDRAWN FROM THE SOUTH IN EXCHANGE FOR
THE PRESIDENCY FOR RUTHERFORD B. HAYES. THIS LED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF JIM CROW LAWS, WHICH ENFORCED RACIAL
SEGREGATION AND DISENFRANCHISED AFRICAN AMERICANS.

THe GILDED AGE AND INDUSTRIALIZATION (1870s-1900)

THE LATE 19TH CENTURY, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE GILDED AGE, WAS CHARACTERIZED BY RAPID INDUSTRIAL GROWTH,
URBANIZATION, AND ECONOMIC INEQUALITY.

INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

THE U.S. TRANSFORMED INTO A MAJOR INDUSTRIAL POWER, DRIVEN BY ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY AND THE EXPANSION OF THE
RAILROAD NETWORK. KEY FIGURES INCLUDED:

- ANDREW CARNEGIE: A TITAN OF THE STEEL INDUSTRY WHOSE INNOVATIONS HELPED PROPEL THE U.S. INTO THE FOREFRONT OF
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION.
‘JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER: FOUNDER OF STANDARD OIL, HE DOMINATED THE OIL INDUSTRY AND BECAME ONE OF THE WEALTHIEST



INDIVIDUALS IN HISTORY.

SocIAL IMPACTS

THE INDUSTRIAL BOOM BROUGHT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO AMERICAN SOCIETY:

- URBANIZATION: A MASS MIGRATION FROM RURAL AREAS TO CITIES OCCURRED, AS PEOPLE SOUGHT JOBS IN FACTORIES.

- LABOR MOVEMENTS: POOR WORKING CONDITIONS AND LOW WAGES LED TO THE RISE OF LABOR UNIONS, ADVOCATING FOR
WORKERS RIGHTS. NOTABLE EVENTS INCLUDED THE HAYMARKET AFFAIR (1886) AND THE PULLMAN STRIKE (1894), WHICH
HIGHLIGHTED THE STRUGGLES BETWEEN LABOR AND CAPITAL.

THE ProGressIVE ErA (1890s-1920)

IN RESPONSE TO THE EXCESSES OF THE GILDED AGE, THE PROGRESSIVE ERA EMERGED, FOCUSING ON SOCIAL REFORM AND
ADDRESSING THE ISSUES OF INEQUALITY, CORRUPTION, AND INJUSTICE.

Key ReEForMS

PROGRESSIVES SOUGHT TO IMPLEMENT REFORMS THAT INCLUDED:

- W OMEN'S SUFFRAGE: THE MOVEMENT FOR WOMEN’'S RIGHT TO VOTE GAINED MOMENTUM, CULMINATING IN THE 19TH
AMENDMENT IN 1920.

- LABOR RIGHTS: PROGRESSIVE LEGISLATION AIMED AT IMPROVING WORKING CONDITIONS, REGULATING CHILD LABOR, AND
ESTABLISHING AN EIGHT-HOUR \WORKDAY.

- ANTITRUST ACTIONS: THE SHERMAN ANTITRUST AcT (1890) Anp THE CLAYTON ANTITRUST AcT (19 14) WERE
ENACTED TO COMBAT MONOPOLIES AND PROMOTE FAIR COMPETITION.

SoclAL MOVEMENTS

SEVERAL SOCIAL MOVEMENTS FLOURISHED DURING THIS TIME:
- TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT: ADVOCATED FOR THE REDUCTION OR PROHIBITION OF ALCOHOL, LEADING TO THE 18TH AMENDMENT
IN 1920.

- CiviL RIGHTS MoVEMENT: ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE NAACP WERE FOUNDED TO COMBAT RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND
ADVOCATE FOR THE RIGHTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS.

THE RoOARING TWENTIES AND THE GREAT Depression (1920-1939)

THE 19205, OFTEN CALLED THE ROARING T\X/ENTIESI \WERE MARKED BY ECONOMIC PROSPERITY, CULTURAL CHANGE, AND A
BREAK FROM TRADITIONAL VALUES.

EconoMIC PROSPERITY

THE STOCK MARKET BOOMED, AND CONSUMER CULTURE FLOURISHED. INNOVATIONS IN TECHNOLOGY AND MANUFACTURING
CREATED NEW JOBS AND OPPORTUNITIES.



CULTURAL SHIFTS

THE DECADE ALSO SAW SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS:

- THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE CELEBRATED AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURE THROUGH ART, MUSIC, AND LITERATURE.
‘JAZZ MUSIC BECAME WILDLY POPULAR, WITH FIGURES LIKE Louis ARMSTRONG AND DUKE ELLINGTON LEADING THE CHARGE.

HO\X/EVER, THE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY WAS SHORT-LIVED. THE STOCK MARKET CRASH OF 1929 TRIGGERED THE GREAT
DEPRESSION, LEADING TO WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY.

THe New DeaL AND WorLD WAR |1 (1933-1945)

IN RESPONSE TO THE GREAT DEPRESSION, PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT IMPLEMENTED THE NEW DEAL, A SERIES OF
PROGRAMS AIMED AT ECONOMIC RECOVERY.

Key CoMPONENTS OF THE NEw DeAL

THe New DEAL INCLUDED:

- ReLIer ProGrAMS: INITIATIVES LIKE THE CiviILIAN ConservATION Corps (CCC) PROVIDED JOBS AND SUPPORT FOR
UNEMPLOYED AMERICANS.

- FINANCIAL ReForMs: THE FeperaL DeposiT INSURANCE CorPorATION (FDIC) WAS ESTABLISHED TO PROTECT BANK
DEPOSITS.

- SociAL SEcURITY AcT (1935): INTRODUCED A SAFETY NET FOR THE ELDERLY AND UNEMPLOYED.

\WorLpD WAR I

THe U.S. ENTERED WORLD W AR || AFTER THE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR IN DECEMBER 194 1. THE WAR EFFORT LED TO:

- ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND JOB CREATION.
- SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS FROM WOMEN AND MINORITY GROUPS IN THE \WORKFORCE.
- THE EMERGENCE OF THE U.S. AS A GLOBAL SUPERPOWER POST-WAR.

THe CoLp WAR ErA (1947-1991)

THe enD oF WoRLD W AR |l MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE COLD W/ AR, A PROLONGED PERIOD OF GEOPOLITICAL TENSION
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION.

Key EVENTS

SEVERAL KEY EVENTS DEFINED THIS ERA:

- McCARTHYISM: A PERIOD OF INTENSE ANTI-COMMUNIST SENTIMENT THAT LED TO WIDESPREAD PARANOIA AND THE
PERSECUTION OF SUSPECTED COMMUNISTS.

- CiviL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: THE STRUGGLE FOR RACIAL EQUALITY GAINED MOMENTUM, CULMINATING IN LANDMARK LEGISLATION
SUCH AS THE CIVIL RIGHTS AcT oF 1964 AND THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT oF 1965.

- VIETNAM W AR: A CONTROVERSIAL CONFLICT THAT SPARKED WIDESPREAD PROTESTS AND DIVIDED PUBLIC OPINION.



TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS

THE SPACE RACE BECAME A SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF THE CoLD \X/ARI LEADING TO:

- THE LAUNCH OF SPUTNIK BY THE SOVIET UNION IN 1957.
- THe ApoLLO 11 MOON LANDING IN 1969, WHICH SHOWCASED U.S. TECHNOLOGICAL PROWESS.

CoNTEMPORARY AMERICA (199 1-PRESENT)

THe eND OF THE CoLD W/ AR MARKED A NEW CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY, CHARACTERIZED BY GLOBALIZATION,
TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS, AND DOMESTIC CHALLENGES.

Key DEVELOPMENTS

- 9/171 TerrRORIST ATTACKS: THE ATTACKS ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, RESHAPED U.S. FOREIGN POLICY AND LED TO THE
\W AR ON TERROR.

- Economic Crises: THE GREAT RecessIoN oF 2008 RESULTED IN SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC CHALLENGES, LEADING TO REFORMS
IN FINANCIAL REGULATION.

- SociAL MOVEMENTS: MOVEMENTS SUCH AS BLACK LIVES MATTER AND ME T OO HAVE HIGHLIGHTED ONGOING ISSUES OF
RACIAL INEQUALITY AND SEXUAL HARASSMENT, FOSTERING A RENEWED FOCUS ON CIVIL RIGHTS.

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION

THE RISE OF THE INTERNET AND TECHNOLOGY HAS TRANSFORMED DAILY LIFE, AFFECTING HOW PEOPLE COMMUNICATE, WORK, AND
CONSUME INFORMATION.

CoNCLUSION

THE MODERN ERA OF AMERICAN HISTORY SINCE 1865 HAS BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY SIGNIFICANT TRANSFORMATIONS,
CONFLICTS, AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS. FROM RECONSTRUCTION TO THE CivIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND THE CHALLENGES OF THE
2 1ST CENTURY, EACH PERIOD HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE COMPLEX TAPESTRY OF AMERICAN IDENTITY. UNDERSTANDING THIS
HISTORY IS CRUCIAL FOR ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND SHAPING THE FUTURE OF THE NATION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT WERE THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED
STATES DURING THE 1950s anD 1960s?

THE MAIN CAUSES OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT INCLUDED SYSTEMIC RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, SEGREGATION LAWS,
ECONOMIC INEQUALITY, AND THE INFLUENCE OF W orLD W AR ||, WHICH HIGHLIGHTED THE CONTRADICTIONS OF FIGHTING FOR
FREEDOM ABROAD WHILE DENYING IT AT HOME.

How pib THE CoLbd W AR IMPACT AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY FROM 1947 1o 1991°

THE CoLb W AR SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, LEADING TO A FOCUS ON CONTAINING COMMUNISM



THROUGH STRATEGIES LIKE THE TRUMAN DOCTRINE/ THE MARSHALL PLAN/ AND MILITARY INTERVENTIONS IN CONFLICTS SUCH AS
KoreA AND VIETNAM.

\W/HAT ROLE DID TECHNOLOGY PLAY IN THE AMERICAN ECONOMY DURING THE LATE
20TH CENTURY?

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFORMED THE AMERICAN ECONOMY BY DRIVING PRODUCTIVITY AND INNOVATION, LEADING TO THE GROWTH
OF THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SECTOR, THE RISE OF THE INTERNET, AND SIGNIFICANT SHIFTS IN MANUFACTURING AND
SERVICE INDUSTRIES.

\WHAT WERE THE KEY EVENTS AND OUTCOMES OF THE VIETNAM W AR FOR THE UNITED
STATES?

KEy EVENTS INCLUDED THE TET OFFENSIVE, THE MY LAI MASSACRE, AND WIDESPREAD PROTESTS AT HOME. THE WAR RESULTED
IN SIGNIFICANT CASUALTIES, A LOSS OF PUBLIC TRUST IN GOVERNMENT, AND ULTIMATELY LED TO THE U.S. WITHDRAWING IN
1973, WITH VIETNAM UNIFYING UNDER COMMUNIST CONTROL.

How piD THE SEPTEMBER 11 ATTACKS IN 2001 cHANGE U.S. DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN
POLICY?

THe SEPTEMBER 11 ATTACKS LED TO THE W/ AR ON TERROR, RESULTING IN MILITARY INTERVENTIONS IN AFGHANISTAN AND
IRAQ, INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES WITHIN THE U.S., THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY,
AND SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN IMMIGRATION AND SURVEILLANCE POLICIES.

WHAT IMPACT DID THE 2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS HAVE ON AMERICAN SOCIETY?

THe 2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS LED TO WIDESPREAD UNEMPLOYMENT , FORECLOSURES, AND A SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF WEALTH,
PARTICULARLY AMONG THE MIDDLE CLASS. |T ALSO SPURRED THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DODD-FRANK ACT AIMED AT
FINANCIAL REGULATION AND CONTRIBUTED TO GROWING ECONOMIC INEQUALITY.

American History Modern Era Since 1865

American History Modern Era Since 1865

Related Articles

e american revolution questions answers
e american studies masters
e american tradition in literature study guide

Back to Home


https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-05/american-history-modern-era-since-1865.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-05/american-revolution-questions-answers.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-05/american-studies-masters.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-05/american-tradition-in-literature-study-guide.pdf
https://sensei.study

