
american history x original ending

American History X original ending is a topic that has sparked considerable discussion among fans of the film
since its release in 1998. Directed by Tony Kaye and featuring powerful performances from Edward Norton and
Edward Furlong, "American History X" delves into the complexities of racism, family, and redemption. While the
film's theatrical release was impactful, the original ending, which was significantly altered before release,
offers a different perspective on the film's core themes and message. In this article, we will explore the original
ending, how it contrasts with the final version, and its implications for the film's narrative and themes.

Overview of American History X

"American History X" tells the story of Derek Vinyard (Edward Norton), a former neo-Nazi skinhead who tries
to prevent his younger brother, Danny (Edward Furlong), from going down the same path. The film is structured
through a series of flashbacks, revealing Derek's transformation from a hate-filled individual to someone who
recognizes the futility of his beliefs. Key themes include the cycle of hate, the impact of family, and the quest
for redemption.

The Original Ending of American History X

The original ending of "American History X" was notably different from the version that was ultimately
released in theaters. Here's a breakdown of the key elements of the original ending:

Key Differences from the Theatrical Ending

1. Dramatic Conclusion: In the original ending, instead of the tragic fate that befalls Danny, the narrative
concludes with hope and reconciliation. Derek's journey culminates in a more uplifting moment, emphasizing the
power of change and understanding.

2. Character Development: The original ending provided a deeper exploration of Derek's character, showcasing
his gradual evolution and the influence of his experiences. This version intended to highlight the possibility of
redemption, even for those who have committed acts of hate.

3. Focus on Family Dynamics: The ending placed a stronger emphasis on the family dynamics within the Vinyard
household. The original script intended to show how love and understanding could bridge the divides created by
hatred, suggesting that familial bonds could help heal deep-seated prejudices.

Impact of the Changes

The alterations made to the original ending had a significant impact on the film's overall message. While the
final version still carries a strong anti-racist message, the darker conclusion raises questions about the
cycle of violence and the challenges of breaking free from ingrained beliefs.

Thematic Implications of the Original Ending

Examining the original ending of "American History X" reveals several important thematic implications that
resonate throughout the film.



Cycle of Hate and Redemption

The original ending highlighted the cycle of hate and the potential for redemption in a more optimistic light. By
allowing Derek to successfully guide Danny away from the path of hate, the narrative reinforced the idea that
individuals can change and that one person's journey can positively influence another.

The Role of Family and Community

Family plays a crucial role in both the original and final endings, but the emphasis on supportive relationships is
more pronounced in the original version. The film suggests that fostering understanding within families and
communities can combat the ideologies that lead to hate.

Reality of Consequences

In contrast, the theatrical ending presents a harsh reality: not everyone can escape the consequences of their
past actions. Danny's fate serves as a stark reminder of the dangers of hate and the complexities of living in a
society where racism still exists. The original ending, while hopeful, may have risked downplaying these real-
world issues.

Fan Reactions and Legacy

The decision to change the ending sparked a variety of reactions among fans and critics alike. Here are some key
points regarding the impact of the original ending on the film's legacy:

Critical Reception

- Mixed Reviews: While "American History X" received critical acclaim, the original ending was often regarded
as a missed opportunity by some fans who felt it could have offered a more hopeful conclusion.
- Discussion of Themes: The original ending prompted discussions about the film's themes, particularly the
complexities of redemption and the importance of family support in overcoming hate.

Influence on Future Films

- Inspiration for Other Works: The themes explored in "American History X," particularly the struggle against
racism and the possibility of change, have influenced numerous filmmakers and writers in their portrayal of
similar issues in contemporary cinema.
- Cultural Impact: The film remains relevant today, continuing to inspire conversations about race relations,
the power of hate, and the potential for healing within communities.

Conclusion

The American History X original ending remains a topic of fascination for film enthusiasts and scholars alike.
While the theatrical release delivered a powerful message about the consequences of hate, the original ending
offered a distinct perspective, emphasizing hope, redemption, and the importance of family. By examining the
changes made to the film's conclusion, we can gain a deeper understanding of its themes and the enduring impact



it has had on audiences. Ultimately, "American History X" serves as a poignant reminder of the struggles
inherent in overcoming hate and the potential for change within us all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the original ending of 'American History X'?

In the original ending of 'American History X', the film concludes with Derek Vinyard being shot and killed in a
school restroom, which starkly contrasts with the film's overall message of redemption and change.

Why was the original ending of 'American History X' changed?

The original ending was changed to provide a more hopeful message about breaking the cycle of hate, as the
filmmakers believed the original ending was too bleak and did not align with the film's themes of redemption.

How does the final version of the ending of 'American History X' differ from
the original?

The final version ends with a more ambiguous and open-ended tone, showing Danny's fate and leaving viewers
with a sense of uncertainty about the future, while the original ending was definitive and tragic.

What themes are emphasized in the ending of 'American History X'?

The ending emphasizes themes of forgiveness, the impact of violence, and the possibility of change, contrasting
the cycle of hatred depicted earlier in the film.

Was the original ending of 'American History X' well-received by test
audiences?

No, test audiences reportedly found the original ending to be too dark and unsatisfying, leading to its eventual
change.

How does the change in the ending affect the character development in
'American History X'?

The change allows for a more hopeful arc for Derek, suggesting that individuals can learn from their mistakes
and choose a different path, whereas the original ending would imply that change is impossible.

What is the significance of the film's final scene in its current form?

The final scene serves as a poignant reminder of the ongoing struggle against racism and the importance of
making better choices, leaving viewers to reflect on the consequences of hate.

Did the original ending of 'American History X' have any impact on its
critical reception?

Yes, the original ending was criticized for its nihilism, while the revised ending contributed to a more positive
critical reception, emphasizing redemption and social change.



What message do filmmakers hope to convey with the ending of 'American
History X'?

Filmmakers aimed to convey that redemption is possible and that individuals can overcome their past,
advocating for understanding and acceptance instead of hatred.

Are there any notable differences in audience interpretation between the
original and revised endings?

Yes, audiences often interpreted the original ending as a fatalistic view on racism, while the revised ending
prompted discussions about the potential for personal growth and societal change.
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