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AMERICAN PAGEANT CHAPTER 28: PROGRESSIVISM AND THE NEW ERA

THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURIES IN THE UNITED STATES MARKED A PERIOD OF PROFOUND TRANSFORMATION,
CHARACTERIZED BY RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION, URBANIZATION, AND A BURGEONING POPULATION. CHAPTER 28 oF “THe
AMERICAN PAGEANT” DELVES INTO THE ERA OF PROGRESSIVISM, A REFORM MOVEMENT THAT SOUGHT TO ADDRESS THE MYRIAD
SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC ISSUES BROUGHT FORTH BY THESE CHANGES. PROGRESSIVISM EMERGED AS A RESPONSE TO
THE EXCESSES OF THE GILDED AGE, AIMING TO CURB THE ABUSES OF INDUSTRIAL CAPITALISM, IMPROVE LIVING CONDITIONS,
EXPAND DEMOCRACY, AND PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE. THIS ARTICLE WILL EXPLORE THE KEY THEMES, FIGURES, AND EVENTS THAT
DEFINED THIS CRITICAL CHAPTER IN AMERICAN HISTORY.

UNDERSTANDING PROGRESSIVISM

PROGRESSIVISM WAS NOT A MONOLITHIC MOVEMENT,; INSTEAD, IT ENCOMPASSED A DIVERSE COALITION OF REFORMERS WITH
VARYING GOALS AND IDEOLOGIES. HO\X/EVERI SEVERAL CORE PRINCIPLES UNIFIED THESE REFORMERS:

CorE PRINCIPLES OF PROGRESSIVISM

1. SOCIALJUSTICEZ ADVOCATES AIMED TO IMPROVE THE LIVING CONDITIONS OF THE POOR AND WORKING CLASS, ADDRESSING
ISSUES SUCH AS LABOR RIGHTS, EDUCATION, AND HEALTHCARE.

2. PoLITICAL REFORM: PROGRESSIVES SOUGHT TO ELIMINATE CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT, ADVOCATING FOR MEASURES SUCH
AS DIRECT PRIMARIES, INITIATIVES, REFERENDUMS, AND THE RECALL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS.

3. EcoNoMIC REGULATION: MANY REFORMERS CALLED FOR GREATER GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY TO CURB
MONOPOLISTIC PRACTICES AND PROTECT CONSUMERS AND \WORKERS.

4. \¥/ oMEN'S SUFFRAGE: THE MOVEMENT ALSO PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN ADVOCATING FOR WOMEN'S RIGHTS, INCLUDING THE
RIGHT TO VOTE, WHICH WAS SEEN AS ESSENTIAL FOR ACHIEVING BROADER SOCIAL REFORM.

5. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION: W/ITH THE RAPID EXPANSION OF INDUSTRY AND URBAN AREAS, PROGRESSIVES RECOGNIZED
THE NEED FOR CONSERVATION EFFORTS TO PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES.

THe RISE OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT

THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT GAINED MOMENTUM IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, FUELED BY A VARIETY OF SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL FACTORS. KEY PLAYERS IN THE MOVEMENT INCLUDED JOURNALISTS, SOCIAL ACTIVISTS, AND POLITICAL LEADERS
WHO PLAYED PIVOTAL ROLES IN SHAPING PUBLIC OPINION AND POLICY.

Key FIGURES IN PROGRESSIVISM

- JANE ADDAMS: A PIONEER IN SOCIAL WORK, ADDAMS FOUNDED HULL HousE IN CHICAGO, WHICH PROVIDED ESSENTIAL
SERVICES TO IMMIGRANTS AND THE URBAN POOR. SHE ADVOCATED FOR SOCIAL REFORM AND BECAME A PROMINENT FIGURE IN THE
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT.

- THEODORE ROOSEVELT: As PRESIDENT FROM 1901 To 1909, ROOSEVELT WAS A CHAMPION OF PROGRESSIVE REFORMS. HE
FOCUSED ON TRUST-BUSTING, CONSUMER PROTECTION, AND CONSERVATION, FAMOUSLY PROMOTING THE SQUARE DEAL AIMED
AT ENSURING FAIRNESS FOR ALL AMERICANS.

- Woobrow WILSON: WILSON’S PRESIDENCY (1913-192 1) CONTINUED THE PROGRESSIVE AGENDA, WITH HIS “NEW
FREEDOM” PLATFORM EMPHASIZING ANTITRUST REFORM, BANKING REFORM, AND TARIFF REDUCTIONS. HIS ADMINISTRATION SAW
THE PASSAGE OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE ACT AND THE FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION ACT.

- IpA B. WELLS: AN AFRICAN AMERICAN JOURNALIST AND ACTIVIST, WELLS FOUGHT AGAINST LYNCHING AND FOR CIVIL
RIGHTS, HIGHLIGHTING THE INTERSECTION OF RACE AND GENDER IN THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT.



MAJOR REFORMS AND LEGISLATION

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA SAW NUMEROUS REFORMS AT THE LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL LEVELS. THESE REFORMS AIMED TO
ADDRESS VARIOUS SOCIETAL ISSUES AND IMPROVE THE LIVES OF AMERICANS.

Key LEGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS

1. THe PUre Foob AND DruG AcT (1906): THIS LANDMARK LEGISLATION AIMED TO PROTECT CONSUMERS BY ENSURING THE
SAFETY AND LABELING OF FOOD AND PHARMACEUTICALS. |IT WAS A RESPONSE TO PUBLIC OUTCRY OVER UNSANITARY
PRACTICES IN THE FOOD INDUSTRY, MOST NOTABLY HIGHLIGHTED BY UPTON SINCLAIR’S NOVEL, “THE JUNGLE.”

2. THe MeAT InspecTION AcT (1906): COUPLED WITH THE PURE FOOD AND DRUG ACT, THIS LAW MANDATED SANITATION
STANDARDS FOR MEATPACKING FACILITIES AND ESTABLISHED FEDERAL INSPECTIONS.

3. THe CLAYTON ANTITRUST ACT (19 14): STRENGTHENING EARLIER ANTITRUST LEGISLATION, THIS ACT PROHIBITED CERTAIN
ANTI-COMPETITIVE PRACTICES AND PROTECTED THE RIGHTS OF LABOR UNIONS.

4. THe 16TH AMENDMENT (19 13): THIS AMENDMENT AUTHORIZED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO IMPOSE AN INCOME TAX,
PROVIDING A NEW SOURCE OF REVENUE THAT WOULD HELP FUND PROGRESSIVE INITIATIVES.

5. THe 19TH AMENDMENT (1920): THE CULMINATION OF THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT, THIS AMENDMENT GRANTED
WOMEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE, A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE IN THE FIGHT FOR GENDER EQUALITY.

CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS OF PROGRESSIVISM

W/ HILE PROGRESSIVISM MARKED A PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANT REFORM, IT WAS NOT WITHOUT ITS CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS.
SEVERAL FACTORS COMPLICATED THE MOVEMENT'S GOALS AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

INTERNAL DiVISIONS

- RACIAL INEQUALITY: THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT OFTEN SIDELINED THE ISSUES OF RACIAL JUSTICE AND EQUALITY. MANY
WHITE PROGRESSIVES FAILED TO SUPPORT AFRICAN AMERICAN LEADERS AND THEIR CAUSES, LEADING TO A SCHISM WITHIN THE
MOVEMENT.

- CLASS TENSIONS: SOME PROGRESSIVES, PARTICULARLY THOSE FROM THE UPPER AND MIDDLE CLASSES, SOUGHT REFORMS
THAT WOULD BENEFIT SOCIETY AS A WHOLE BUT OFTEN DID SO WITHOUT FULLY UNDERSTANDING OR ADDRESSING THE SPECIFIC
NEEDS OF THE WORKING CLASS.

COUNTER-MOVEMENTS

- CONSERVATISM: THE RISE OF CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENTS IN RESPONSE TO PROGRESSIVE REFORMS LED TO SIGNIFICANT
PUSHBACK, PARTICULARLY REGARDING ISSUES LIKE LABOR RIGHTS AND ECONOMIC REGULATION.

- SOCIALISM: THE RISE OF SOCIALIST MOVEMENTS POSED A CHALLENGE TO PROGRESSIVISM, WITH SOME ADVOCATING FOR MORE
RADICAL CHANGES TO THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM. THE SOCIALIST PARTY GAINED TRACTION IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY,
ADVOCATING FOR WORKERS' RIGHTS AND SOCIAL OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION.

THE LEGACY OF PROGRESSIVISM

THE LEGACY OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT IS COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED. WHILE IT ACHIEVED SIGNIFICANT REFORMS THAT
RESHAPED AMERICAN SOCIETY, IT ALSO LEFT UNRESOLVED TENSIONS REGARDING RACE, CLASS, AND GENDER.



LoNG-TErRM IMPACT

1. ExPANSION OF GOVERNMENT ROLE: PROGRESSIVISM FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGED THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
AND THE ECONOMY, LEADING TO A MORE ACTIVE GOVERNMENTAL ROLE IN REGULATING BUSINESS PRACTICES AND ENSURING
SOCIAL WELFARE.

2. SocIAL PROGRAMS: MANY OF THE REFORMS INITIATED DURING THE PROGRESSIVE ERA LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE
SOCIAL PROGRAMS AND PROTECTIONS, INFLUENCING POLICIES THROUGHOUT THE 20TH CENTURY AND BEYOND.

3. CIvIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS: THE STRUGGLES FOR RACIAL EQUALITY AND CIVIL RIGHTS THAT EMERGED LATER IN THE 20TH
CENTURY CAN TRACE THEIR ROOTS BACK TO THE FAILURES AND OVERSIGHTS OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT.

CoNcLUSION

CHAPTER 28 OF “THE AMERICAN PAGEANT” PROVIDES A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF PROGRESSIVISM AND ITS IMPACT ON
AMERICAN SOCIETY. THE MOVEMENT REPRESENTED A CRUCIAL RESPONSE TO THE CHALLENGES OF A RAPIDLY CHANGING NATION,
ADVOCATING FOR REFORMS THAT AIMED TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS INDIVIDUALS. DESPITE ITS SHORTCOMINGS AND
THE COMPLEXITIES OF ITS LEGACY, PROGRESSIVISM LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS AND
CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ON JUSTICE, EQUALITY, AND THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN SOCIETY.
UNDERSTANDING THIS ERA IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRASPING THE ONGOING STRUGGLES FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND THE PURSUIT OF A
MORE EQUITABLE SOCIETY IN THE UNITED STATES.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE MAIN GOALS OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT IN AMERICA DURING THE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY?

THE MAIN GOALS OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT INCLUDED ADDRESSING ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE, REDUCING CORRUPTION IN
GOVERNMENT, IMPROVING LABOR CONDITIONS, EXPANDING WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE, AND PROMOTING ECONOMIC REFORM.

\W/HO WERE SOME KEY FIGURES IN THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT?

KEY FIGURES INCLUDED THEODORE ROOSEVELT, Woobrow WiLsoN, JANE Abbams, W .E.B. Du Bolis, AND UPTON SINCLAIR,
EACH CONTRIBUTING TO VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE MOVEMENT.

\WHAT ROLE DID MUCKRAKERS PLAY IN THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT?

MUCKRAKERS WERE JOURNALISTS WHO EXPOSED CORRUPTION, SOCIAL INJUSTICES, AND CORPORATE MALFEASANCE, THEREBY
RAISING PUBLIC AW ARENESS AND PROMOTING REFORM.

How DID THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT IMPACT WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN AMERICA?

THe PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT SIGNIFICANTLY ADVANCED WOMEN'S RIGHTS, LEADING TO INCREASED ACTIVISM FOR SUFFRAGE AND
THE EVENTUAL PASSAGE OF THE 19TH AMENDMENT IN 1920, GRANTING WOMEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 17 TH AMENDMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF
PROGRESSIVISM?

THE 17TH AMENDMENT, RATIFIED IN 1913, ALLOWED FOR THE DIRECT ELECTION OF U.S. SENATORS, REDUCING CORRUPTION
AND INCREASING DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION, WHICH WAS A KEY GOAL OF THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT.



\WHAT WERE SOME MAJOR SOCIAL REFORMS INITIATED BY PROGRESSIVES?

MAJOR SOCIAL REFORMS INCLUDED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHILD LABOR LAWS, IMPROVEMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH AND
SANITATION, AND THE CREATION OF SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAMS.

How pIiD THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT ADDRESS ISSUES OF RACE AND ETHNICITY?

\W/HILE THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT MADE STRIDES IN SOCIAL JUSTICE, IT OFTEN MARGINALIZED AFRICAN AMERICANS AND
IMMIGRANTS; HOWEVER, FIGURES LIKE W .E.B. DU BoIS ADVOCATED FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND RACIAL EQUALITY.

WHAT IMPACT DID THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT HAVE ON LABOR RIGHTS?

THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT LED TO SIGNIFICANT LABOR REFORMS, INCLUDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MINIMUM WAGE LAWS,
BETTER WORKING CONDITIONS, AND THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE FOR ¥ ORKERS.

WHAT WAS THE ROLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE PROGRESSIVE ERA?P

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EXPANDED ITS ROLE IN REGULATING THE ECONOMY, PROTECTING CONSUMERS, AND ENFORCING LABOR
LAWS, MARKING A SHIFT TOWARDS A MORE ACTIVE GOVERNMENT IN AMERICAN LIFE.

How pID THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT INFLUENCE AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY?

THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT INFLUENCED AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY BY PROMOTING IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY AND
INTERVENTIONISM, LEADING TO GREATER INVOLVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, SUCH AS DURING \WoRrLD WAR I.
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