analyzing the spanish american war
worksheet answers

Analyzing the Spanish American War Worksheet Answers is an essential exercise for students and
historians alike. This conflict, which occurred in 1898, marked a significant turning point in the history
of the United States and its foreign policy. The war primarily resulted from the U.S. intervention in the
Cuban War of Independence and was driven by a mix of humanitarian concerns, strategic interests,
and economic motivations. This article will delve into various aspects of the Spanish-American War
while providing insights into how to effectively analyze worksheet answers related to this pivotal
event in American history.

Background of the Spanish-American War

Understanding the Spanish-American War requires a thorough examination of the historical context
leading up to the conflict. The late 19th century witnessed rising tensions between the United States
and Spain, primarily due to Spain's colonial rule over Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Causes of the War

Several key factors contributed to the outbreak of the Spanish-American War:

1. Cuban Struggle for Independence: The Cuban population was eager to gain independence from
Spanish colonial rule. The brutal tactics employed by Spanish General Valeriano Weyler, including the
implementation of concentration camps, drew significant media attention and public outrage in the
United States.

2. Yellow Journalism: Sensationalist reporting by newspapers such as the New York Journal and the
New York World played a crucial role in swaying public opinion. Headlines depicted the suffering of
the Cuban people and incited American emotions, leading to calls for intervention.

3. The De Lome Letter: In February 1898, a private letter written by Spanish Minister to the U.S.,
Enrique Dupuy de LoOme, was intercepted and published. The letter criticized President McKinley,
describing him as weak and catering to the rabble. This insult inflamed American sentiment against
Spain.

4. The Sinking of the USS Maine: The explosion of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor on February 15,
1898, was a catalyst for war. Although investigations later suggested it was an accident, the rallying
cry of "Remember the Maine!" fueled calls for military action.

Key Players in the War

Several individuals and groups played significant roles in the Spanish-American War:



- President William McKinley: Initially hesitant to engage in war, he ultimately succumbed to pressure
from the public and Congress.

- Theodore Roosevelt: As Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Roosevelt was a proponent of war and
famously led the Rough Riders, a volunteer cavalry regiment that gained fame during the Battle of

San Juan Hill.

- Cuban Rebels: Figures like José Marti inspired the Cuban struggle for independence and garnered
support from the U.S. public.

Major Battles and Campaigns

The Spanish-American War was characterized by several key battles that showcased the military
capabilities of the United States.

Naval Battles

1. Battle of Manila Bay: On May 1, 1898, Commodore George Dewey led a surprise attack against the
Spanish fleet in the Philippines. The U.S. Navy's modern warships decisively defeated the outdated
Spanish vessels, establishing American control over the Philippines.

2. Battle of Santiago Bay: This naval engagement on July 3, 1898, resulted in the destruction of the

Spanish fleet by Admiral William Sampson. The victory paved the way for the eventual surrender of
Spanish forces in Cuba.

Land Battles

- Battle of San Juan Hill: Fought on July 1, 1898, this battle saw American troops, including the Rough
Riders, engage in fierce combat against Spanish defenders. The U.S. victory was instrumental in
securing control of Santiago de Cuba.

- Siege of Santiago: Following the victory at San Juan Hill, American forces laid siege to Santiago,
leading to the surrender of Spanish troops on July 17, 1898.

Consequences of the War

The Spanish-American War had far-reaching consequences that reshaped the geopolitical landscape.

Territorial Gains

As a result of the Treaty of Paris, signed on December 10, 1898, the United States acquired several



territories:
1. Puerto Rico: This island became a U.S. territory and remains a commonwealth today.
2. Guam: Acquired as a strategic naval base in the Pacific, Guam is also a U.S. territory.

3. Philippines: The U.S. paid Spain $20 million for the Philippines, leading to debates about American
imperialism.

4. Cuba: While Cuba gained formal independence, the Platt Amendment allowed the U.S. to intervene
in Cuban affairs, effectively limiting its sovereignty.

Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy

The war marked a shift in U.S. foreign policy from isolationism to a more interventionist approach:

- Emergence as a World Power: The U.S. established itself as a global power with colonial territories,
signaling a new era of American imperialism.

- The Open Door Policy: In response to growing European influence in Asia, the U.S. promoted the
Open Door Policy, advocating for equal trading rights in China.

Analyzing Worksheet Answers

When analyzing worksheet answers related to the Spanish-American War, it is crucial to consider
various analytical approaches and techniques.

Types of Questions to Consider

1. Multiple Choice Questions: These can test knowledge of key facts, such as dates, figures, and
events. Pay attention to the accuracy of the answers.

2. Short Answer Questions: These require students to express understanding in their own words. Look
for clarity and depth in the responses.

3. Essay Questions: Students may be asked to provide a comprehensive analysis of the war's causes
and consequences. Evaluate the structure, argumentation, and use of historical evidence.

Common Misconceptions to Address

When reviewing answers, be aware of common misconceptions:

- Overemphasis on Yellow Journalism: While yellow journalism played a role, it was not the sole cause



of the war.

- Misunderstanding of Imperialism: Some students may conflate the war with a straightforward
narrative of liberation rather than a complex interplay of imperialism and nationalism.

Encouraging Critical Thinking

To foster critical thinking, encourage students to:

- Compare Perspectives: Analyze the viewpoints of different stakeholders, including American
politicians, Cuban rebels, and Spanish authorities.

- Evaluate Consequences: Discuss the long-term implications of the war on U.S. foreign policy and its
impact on the nations involved.

- Connect to Modern Issues: Relate the themes of the Spanish-American War to contemporary issues
of imperialism, intervention, and international relations.

Conclusion

In summary, analyzing the Spanish-American War worksheet answers is a multifaceted task that
encompasses the examination of historical causes, key figures, major battles, and the lasting impact
of the conflict. By understanding the complexities of the war and encouraging critical analysis,
educators can help students grasp not only the facts but also the broader implications of this
significant event in American history. Through thoughtful reflection and discussion, we can better
appreciate how the Spanish-American War shaped the United States' role in the world and its ongoing
influence in international affairs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main causes of the Spanish-American War?

The main causes included Cuban independence movements, American imperialism, yellow journalism,
and the explosion of the USS Maine.

What role did yellow journalism play in the Spanish-American
War?

Yellow journalism sensationalized events in Cuba, inflating public sentiment and pushing the U.S.
towards war by portraying Spain as a brutal oppressor.



What was the significance of the USS Maine in the context of
the war?

The sinking of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor was a catalyst for the war, as it was blamed on Spain,
rallying American public opinion for military intervention.

What were the outcomes of the Spanish-American War?

The war resulted in the U.S. acquiring territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines,
marking its emergence as a global power.

How did the Treaty of Paris (1898) shape U.S. foreign policy?

The Treaty of Paris established the U.S. as an imperial power, leading to increased involvement in
foreign affairs and colonial governance.

What were the perspectives of anti-imperialists regarding the
war?

Anti-imperialists argued against the war on moral and political grounds, believing it contradicted
America's foundational principles of democracy and self-determination.

How did the Spanish-American War affect U.S.-Latin American
relations?

The war marked a shift towards interventionist policies in Latin America, leading to increased military
presence and influence in the region.

What was the impact of the war on the Philippines?

The war led to the Philippines becoming a U.S. territory, which triggered the Philippine-American War
as Filipinos sought independence from American rule.

What role did Theodore Roosevelt play in the Spanish-
American War?

Theodore Roosevelt gained fame as a leader of the Rough Riders, a volunteer cavalry regiment, which
played a key role in the Battle of San Juan Hill.
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